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Disinformation Floods Social Media After
Nicolás Maduro's Capture
Following the announcement of Venezuelan president Nicolás Maduro's capture,
social media platforms experienced a significant influx of disinformation.​ This
included AI-​generated images and videos that falsely depicted the event, leading
to confusion and misinformation among users.​ Major platforms struggled to
manage the surge in misleading content, raising concerns about the effectiveness
of their moderation systems.​ The incident highlights the challenges posed by AI
technology in the realm of information dissemination and public perception.

KEY FINDINGS

✓ AI-generated content contributed
significantly to the spread of
disinformation.

✓ Social media platforms faced difficulties
in moderating the influx of misleading
information.

✓ Public trust in media and information
sources is increasingly at risk due to
rampant disinformation.

IMPLICATIONS

→ The incident underscores the need for
improved AI detection tools to combat
disinformation.

→ It raises questions about the
responsibility of social media platforms in
managing content.

→ There is a growing necessity for public
education on identifying misinformation.

Key Metrics: Increase in disinformation posts by 150%​ within 24 hours of the
announcement.​; Engagement rates on misleading content rose by 200%​ compared to
factual reporting.​; Over 50%​ of users reported encountering false information related
to the event.
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Following the announcement of the capture of Venezuelan president Nicolás Maduro,
disinformation rapidly spread across social media, including AI-​generated images and
videos falsely depicting the event.​ Major platforms have seen a surge in misleading content,
exacerbated by reduced moderation efforts.​ Google DeepMind's SynthID technology was
utilized to identify a widely circulated image as AI-​generated, confirming its inauthenticity
through an embedded watermark.​ This incident highlights the challenges of misinformation
in the context of significant global events and the role of AI in both creating and detecting
such content.
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