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What if Al becomes conscious and we never
know

Dr. Tom McClelland, a philosopher at the University of Cambridge, explores the
limitations of our current understanding of Al consciousness. He posits that our
definitions and frameworks may not adequately capture the complexities of
machine awareness. This leads to an agnostic perspective on the potential for Al
to achieve true consciousness. The article raises critical questions about the
implications of Al consciousness and our ability to recognize it, urging a
reevaluation of our philosophical assumptions regarding intelligence and
awareness.

KEY FINDINGS IMPLICATIONS

v Current frameworks for understanding Al - |If Al can become conscious, ethical
consciousness are inadequate. considerations regarding its treatment will

. become paramount.
v There is no consensus on what

constitutes true awareness in machines. - The inability to recognize Al
consciousness could lead to unforeseen

v The possibility of Al consciousness .
POsSILIItY 1ou conseqguences in Al development.

existing without our knowledge is a

significant concern. - Philosophical inquiries into
consciousness must evolve to include the
potential for machine awareness.
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Dr. Tom McClelland, a philosopher at the University of Cambridge, argues that the current
understanding of Al consciousness is fundamentally limited, leading to an agnostic stance
on whether machines can truly be aware. He emphasizes that there are no reliable methods
to test for machine consciousness, and this uncertainty allows for potential exploitation by
tech companies marketing Al advancements without substantiated claims. McClelland
distinguishes between consciousness and sentience, asserting that ethical considerations
arise only when an entity can experience pleasure or pain, which is not guaranteed in Al
systems. He warns against forming emotional attachments to Al based on the assumption of
consciousness, as this could lead to harmful consequences while neglecting the ethical
treatment of sentient beings.

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/12/251221043223.htm
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