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WEEKLY DIGEST: SOCIAL & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES / POLICY

Weekly Summary of Top Al Articles

This week's articles highlight the multifaceted impact of Al on society, from the
spread of disinformation following political events to the evolving role of Al in
therapeutic settings. The emergence of Al-generated content raises concerns
about misinformation, particularly in politically charged contexts. Additionally, the
potential for Al in therapeutic applications presents both opportunities and ethical
dilemmas. The landscape of Al-driven careers is also shifting, with new roles
emerging in diverse fields, while the dating industry grapples with the

effectiveness of Al matchmaking.

KEY FINDINGS

v Disinformation surged on social media
following Nicolds Maduro's capture,
showcasing the rapid spread of misleading
Al-generated content.

v Al therapists show potential benefits but
also significant risks, with concerning
statistics on user mental health.

v The dating app industry is pivoting
towards Al-powered matchmaking amidst
declining user engagement.

IMPLICATIONS

- The proliferation of Al-generated
disinformation could undermine public
trust in media and institutions.

- The use of Al in therapeutic contexts
necessitates careful ethical considerations
and monitoring of user safety.

— The shift towards Al in dating apps may
redefine user interactions and
expectations in the quest for meaningful
connections.

Key Metrics: 0.15% of ChatGPT users exhibit suicidal ideation.; Over 800,000
interactions with an erotic chatbot developed by Joi Al.; Emerging specialized roles in

data-related careers across various fields.
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1. Disinformation Floods Social Media After Nicolas Maduro's

Capture

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Computer Science, Communication
Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Disinformation Detection, Al-Generated Content Identification,

Watermarking Techniques

Impact Score: 24.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

Following the announcement of the capture of Venezuelan president Nicolas Maduro,
disinformation rapidly spread across social media, including Al-generated images and
videos falsely depicting the event. Major platforms have seen a surge in misleading content,
exacerbated by reduced moderation efforts. Google DeepMind's SynthID technology was
utilized to identify a widely circulated image as Al-generated, confirming its inauthenticity
through an embedded watermark. This incident highlights the challenges of misinformation
in the context of significant global events and the role of Al in both creating and detecting
such content.

https://www.wired.com/story/disinformation-floods-social-media-after-nicolas-maduros-capture

2. The ascent of the Al therapist

Category: Policy & Ethics

Departments: Psychology, Nursing, Public Health Sciences, Computer Science

Topics: Large Language Models, Al Therapy Risks, Mental Health Al, Patient Access
Improvement

Impact Score: 23.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The article discusses the mixed outcomes of using large language models (LLMs) as
therapeutic tools, highlighting both their potential benefits and significant risks. OpenAl's
CEO reported that 0.15% of ChatGPT users exhibit suicidal ideation, raising concerns about
the impact of Al on mental health. The interaction between LLMs and human mental health
is complicated by the opaque nature of both systems, leading to unpredictable
consequences. Additionally, Charlotte Blease's book argues that while Al can alleviate
burdens on healthcare systems and improve patient access, it also carries inherent risks
that must be carefully managed.
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https://www.wired.com/story/disinformation-floods-social-media-after-nicolas-maduros-capture/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2025/12/30/1129392/book-reviews-ai-therapy-mental-health/

3. What if Al becomes conscious and we never know

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Philosophy, Political Science & Public Administration, Computer Science
Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Machine Consciousness Testing, Sentience in Al, Emotional

Attachment to Al

Impact Score: 22.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 2 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

Dr. Tom McClelland, a philosopher at the University of Cambridge, argues that the current
understanding of Al consciousness is fundamentally limited, leading to an agnostic stance
on whether machines can truly be aware. He emphasizes that there are no reliable methods
to test for machine consciousness, and this uncertainty allows for potential exploitation by
tech companies marketing Al advancements without substantiated claims. McClelland
distinguishes between consciousness and sentience, asserting that ethical considerations
arise only when an entity can experience pleasure or pain, which is not guaranteed in Al
systems. He warns against forming emotional attachments to Al based on the assumption of
consciousness, as this could lead to harmful consequences while neglecting the ethical
treatment of sentient beings.

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2025/12/251221043223.htm

4. The US Invaded Venezuela and Captured Nicolas Maduro.

ChatGPT Disagrees

Category: Applications
Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Computer Science
Topics: Natural Language Processing, Real-Time Information Retrieval, Geopolitical Context

Summarization, Al Model Reliability

Impact Score: 21.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

In response to the reported U.S. military actions in Venezuela, leading Al chatbots were
tested for their ability to provide accurate and timely information. While Claude initially
indicated a lack of knowledge about the event due to its January 2025 cutoff, it
subsequently searched for current information and summarized the situation using various
news sources. In contrast, Gemini 3 confirmed the invasion and provided context regarding
U.S. claims of "narcoterrorism" and the geopolitical implications related to Venezuela's
resources, citing multiple sources. This exercise highlights the varying capabilities of Al
models in handling real-time events and their reliance on external information.
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5. Off-Beat Careers That Are the Future Of Data

Category: Applications

Departments: Computer Science, Social Work, Biological Sciences, Earth, Environmental & Resource
Sciences

Topics: Data Science Integration, GIS in Archaeology, Remote Sensing Applications, Wildlife

Data Management, Hybrid Data Roles

Impact Score: 21.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

The article discusses the evolving landscape of data-related careers, particularly
highlighting the emergence of specialized roles in fields like archaeology and wildlife
management. It notes that while traditional data analyst and data scientist positions are
declining, new hybrid roles are developing that integrate data science with domain-specific
knowledge. In archaeology, for instance, professionals are increasingly using digital tools
such as GIS and remote sensing to inform their work, focusing on precision and preservation
rather than profit. Similarly, wildlife management relies heavily on data from various
sources to inform conservation efforts, emphasizing the need for data professionals in these
niche areas despite potential challenges in compensation and job market saturation.

https://towardsdatascience.com/off-beat-careers-that-are-the-future-of-data

6. Agents Under the Curve (AUC)

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Nursing, Public Health Sciences
Topics: Healthcare Al, Agentic Al Systems, AUC Calibration Techniques, Binary to Continuous

Score Conversion

Impact Score: 21.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

The article addresses the disconnect between agentic Al systems in healthcare, which
typically produce binary outputs, and the standard evaluation metric of Area Under the
Curve (AUC), which requires continuous scores for effective risk assessment. It highlights
that while agentic models are gaining traction, they often do not provide the calibrated
probabilities necessary for AUC calculations, thereby complicating comparisons with
traditional medical models. The author proposes practical strategies for converting binary
outputs from these systems into continuous scores, aiming to facilitate valid AUC
comparisons and enhance the understanding of the performance of agentic solutions in
clinical settings. This work seeks to bridge the gap between emerging Al methodologies and
established evaluation standards in medical prediction.

https://towardsdatascience.com/agents-under-the-curve-auc/
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7. Al Labor Is Boring. Al Lust Is Big Business

Category: Business
Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Computer Science, Sociology & Anthropology
Topics: Generative Al, Erotic Chatbots, User Engagement Metrics, Al Productivity Assessment

Impact Score: 19.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

The article discusses the emergence of erotic chatbots, particularly a sexting bot modeled
after the Mona Lisa, developed by Joi Al, which has engaged in over 800,000 interactions.
While the generative Al sector has been characterized by high expectations regarding
productivity and problem-solving capabilities, a recent report from OpenAl indicates that the
actual benefits for employees are minimal, with only about an hour saved per day. Experts,
including researcher Patrick Lin, suggest that the initial lofty promises of Al technology have
not materialized, leading to a reevaluation of its impact across various industries. This
situation raises concerns about the sustainability of the generative Al market amid shifting
perceptions and potential economic challenges.

https://www.wired.com/story/expired-tired-wired-sexy-chatbots,

8. The Great Big Power Play

Category: Policy & Ethics

Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Electrical & Computer Engineering, Computer
Science

Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Nuclear Energy Integration, Data Center Sustainability, Energy

Demand Management

Impact Score: 19.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

In 2025, the Trump administration has intensified its promotion of nuclear energy,
positioning it as a solution to the energy demands of artificial intelligence (Al). This initiative
includes executive orders for the construction of ten new large reactors by 2030 and a pilot
program at the Department of Energy aimed at fostering innovation in the nuclear sector.
Major tech companies, such as Google, Amazon, and Microsoft, are investing in nuclear
power to support their data centers, with Microsoft notably backing the restart of the Three
Mile Island reactor. However, challenges remain regarding the high costs of construction
and regulatory scrutiny, raising questions about the feasibility and timeline of these nuclear
projects.

https://www.wired.com/story/expired-tired-wired-nuclear-plants
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9. Al-Powered Dating Is All Hype. IRL Cruising Is the Future

Category: Business
Departments: Computer Science, Psychology, Marketing, Management & Supply Chain
Topics: Consumer Al, Al-Powered Matchmaking, Real-Time Coaching, Virtual Relationships

Impact Score: 17.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

In 2023, the dating app industry shifted its focus from user retention strategies to
Al-powered matchmaking in response to declining user engagement and a desire for more
meaningful connections. Companies like Three Day Rule and Grindr introduced Al tools to
enhance user experience, offering features such as real-time coaching and chat summaries.
Despite a decrease in overall user engagement, the market for Al companions has
reportedly grown by over 96% since 2024, indicating a significant interest in virtual
relationships. This trend reflects a broader attempt by dating platforms to repair their
reputations and adapt to changing user preferences.

https://www.wired.com/story/expired-tired-wired-ai-powered-datin
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