Al News Digest

03/30/2026 - 04/05/2026

WEEKLY DIGEST: ARTS, MEDIA & PERFORMANCE

Al's Transformative Role in Arts and Culture

This week, discussions around the intersection of Al and the arts have gained
momentum, highlighting both challenges and innovations. From the revival of
cultural heritage through digital technologies in Cyprus to the evolving dynamics
between writers and generative Al, the landscape is rapidly changing.
Additionally, OpenAl's acquisition of a media company underscores the growing
influence of Al in shaping content creation. As the fashion industry embraces
wearable tech, the integration of Al continues to redefine artistic expression and
cultural engagement.

KEY FINDINGS IMPLICATIONS

v Indigenous rights in Colombia are - Al governance could reshape cultural
impacted by Al governance. rights and representation.

v Writers are adapting to Al by balancing - Writers may need to develop new skills
competition and collaboration. to coexist with Al.

v Wearable technology is experiencing a - The fashion-tech integration could lead
resurgence in the fashion industry. to innovative artistic expressions.

Key Metrics: OpenAl's first acquisition of a media company, TBPN.; Study from NYU
highlighting the need for collaboration among writers.
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1. The jungle awaits the code: E-government, Al-government

and the recognition of rights in the indigenous peoples of the
Colombian Amazon

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Sociology & Anthropology, Communication
Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Mobile Connectivity for Indigenous Communities, E-Government

Interventions, Decentralized Al Perspectives

Impact Score: 26.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The article examines the complex interplay between Colombia's dominant Catholic identity
and the marginalized perspectives of Indigenous communities, highlighting the historical
and ongoing cycles of violence and inequality. It critiques the interventions by local and
international actors, which often perpetuate centralized viewpoints while neglecting the
unique realities of peripheral regions. The authors emphasize the significance of mobile
connectivity for Indigenous populations in the Amazon, where limited infrastructure and
state absence hinder access to basic needs. The findings suggest that mobile phones serve
as crucial tools for communication and community connection, contrasting with Western
perceptions of technology as isolating.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-026-03012-x

2. Announcement: When a Monument Talks: A Groundbreaking

Digital Revival of Saint Neophytos From Digital Twin to
Memory Twin in Cyprus

Category: Applications

Departments: Art, Communication, Philosophy, Educational Leadership

Topics: Generative Al, Digital Twin Technology, Memory Twin Concept, Digital Humanities
Assessment

Impact Score: 24.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 5
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

A new project in Cyprus aims to utilize 3D technology to recreate the Enkleistra of Saint
Neophytos and the figure of Saint Neophytos, proposing the concept of a "memory twin" as
an extension of the "digital twin." The initiative emphasizes that digitization should not
merely be seen as a replication of physical realities but as a unique creation that offers
insights beyond what physical artifacts can provide. This perspective encourages digital
humanities practitioners to critically assess the purpose and impact of their digitized
projects, questioning what advantages digital representations hold over their physical
counterparts.
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3. Rivalry and collaboration attitudes: Study finds writers need

both to thrive in the age of Al

Category: Research

Departments: Educational Leadership, Communication, Computer Science, Marketing, Management &
Supply Chain

Topics: Generative Al, Competition with Al, Job Satisfaction, Professional Development

Impact Score: 23.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

A study from New York University's Tandon School of Engineering and Stern School of
Business investigates the impact of competition with generative Al on writing professionals.
The research finds that screenwriters who choose to compete with Al, rather than fully
embrace its use, experience significant long-term benefits in their careers. This suggests
that a competitive approach may enhance job satisfaction and professional development in
the face of advancing Al technologies.

https://techxplore.com/news/2026-04-rivalry-collaboration-attitudes-writers-age.html

4. The cost of language: tokenization as a metric of labor

Category: Research
Departments: Communication, Philosophy, Political Science & Public Administration
Topics: Natural Language Processing, Translation Inequality, Value Exchange Mechanisms,

Linguistic Abstraction

Impact Score: 21.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 2 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

In "Tokens of Exchange: The Problem of Translation in Global Circulations," Liu (1999a)
examines the historical context of translatability, aligning it with universalist developments
of the nineteenth century, such as the metric system and international law. Liu posits that
translation serves as a primary mechanism for creating and circulating meaning and value
across languages and markets, drawing on Marx's labor theory of value to highlight the
inherent inequalities in the notion of equivalence in translation. The study emphasizes that
both linguistic and economic exchanges involve a process of abstraction, where the
communication of value requires a form of code-breaking akin to translation. Liu concludes
that understanding exchange value necessitates deciphering the complex relationships
between labor, commodities, and their social meanings.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-026-02990-2
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5. The Revival of the Fashion-Tech Love Affair

Category: Business

Departments: Computer Science, Electrical & Computer Engineering, Art

Topics: Consumer Al, Wearable Technology, Fashion-Tech Integration, User Experience
Enhancement

Impact Score: 20.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

The article discusses the resurgence of wearable technology and its evolving integration
with the fashion industry. It highlights advancements in design and functionality that
enhance user experience and aesthetic appeal. The piece emphasizes the potential for
wearables to influence fashion trends and consumer behavior, marking a significant shift in
the fashion-tech relationship.

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/02/style/meta-lab-smartglasses-wearables.html

6. DHNow Newsletter, April 1, 2026

Category: Education

Departments: Educational Leadership, Computer Science, Communication

Topics: Al in Libraries, Al-Assisted Workflow, Dynamic to Static Presentation, Data Extraction
Techniques

Impact Score: 20.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

This issue, curated by Colleen Nugent McLean and Zhihui Zou, highlights best practices for
presentations, focusing on the transition between dynamic and static formats. It discusses
the development of an Al-assisted workflow for extracting large corpora from the Internet
Archive and examines the implementation of Al in university libraries over the past five
years. Additionally, the issue includes announcements, calls for papers, and various
resources and reports relevant to the field.

https://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/2026/04/dhnow-newsletter-april-1-2026
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7. Editors' Choice: Building Tableau Dashboards for the

PowerPoint Download

Category: Education
Departments: Educational Leadership, Communication
Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Effective Communication, Research Presentation Standards, Static

vs Dynamic Tools

Impact Score: 18.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

The article discusses the transition from dynamic software tools, such as Tableau, to more
static presentation formats like PowerPoint, emphasizing the importance of effective
communication in academic settings. It highlights that the principles of clear presentation
are applicable not only to these specific tools but also to other formats, including poster
design and static websites. The authors argue that while maintaining high standards in
research is crucial, scholars also have a responsibility to ensure their work is presented in
an accessible manner for both colleagues and the public.

https://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/2026/04/building-tableau-dashboards-for-the-powerpoint-download

8. CFP: DARIAH Digital Arts and Humanities Training and
Summer School Small Grants Call 2026

Category: Education

Departments: Art, Communication, Educational Leadership, Philosophy, Sociology & Anthropology

Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Digital Skills Development, Collaboration in Research, Cultural
Heritage Al

Impact Score: 18.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

DARIAH has announced a call for applications for small grants aimed at funding in-person
summer schools and intensive training events in the Digital Arts and Humanities (DAH) for
the year 2026. The initiative seeks to enhance training opportunities and expand digital
skills within the arts and humanities sector. Additionally, it aims to foster collaboration
among research, education, and cultural heritage communities.

https://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/2026/04/cfp-dariah-digital-arts-and-humanities-training-and-summer-

school-small-grants-call-2026/
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9. Report: RECAP: Black Beyond Data at the CumbreAfro in

Puerto Rico

Category: Other

Departments: Communication, Sociology & Anthropology, Educational Leadership, Political Science &
Public Administration

Topics: Al Ethics, Cultural Identity in Al, Community Engagement in Al, Technology and
Afro-descendant Communities

Impact Score: 17.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 2

Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

In March, Black Beyond Data participated in the International Afro-Summit (Cumbre Afro)
held in Puerto Rico, which brought together a diverse group of stakeholders, including
researchers, artists, activists, students, and educators from the African diaspora. The
summit aimed to address issues relevant to Afro-descendant communities and foster
collaboration among participants. The event facilitated discussions on the intersection of
technology, culture, and identity within these communities.

https://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/2026/04/recap-black-beyond-data-at-the-cumbreafro-in-puerto-rico

10. OpenAl acquires TBPN, the buzzy founder-led business talk
show

Category: Business
Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Communication, Computer Science
Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Public Understanding of Al, Media and Al Communication,

Technology Business Integration

Impact Score: 15.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 2 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

OpenAl has acquired the Technology Business Programming Network (TBPN), marking its
first acquisition of a media company. TBPN, a daily live show hosted by John Coogan and
Jordi Hays, focuses on technology, business, Al, and defense, and has developed a
significant following in Silicon Valley. The show will maintain editorial independence while
operating under OpenAl's strategy team, reporting to Chris Lehane. OpenAl aims to
leverage TBPN's communication strengths to enhance public understanding of Al's impact,
while TBPN's founders will continue to manage its programming and guest selection.

https://techcrunch.com/2026/04/02/openai-acquires-tbpn-the-buzzy-founder-led-business-talk-show,
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