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WEEKLY DIGEST: SOCIAL & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES / POLICY

Navigating Al's Ethical and Regulatory
Landscape

This week's articles highlight the complex interplay between artificial intelligence
and ethical considerations across various domains. From the integration of Al in
legal systems to its impact on artistic expression and domestic life, the need for
alignment with normative frameworks is emphasized. The discourse on Al ethics
is evolving, contrasting philosophical and engineering approaches, while concerns
over Al-generated content, including harmful materials, raise urgent regulatory
questions. As Al continues to reshape workplaces and societal norms,
understanding its implications becomes increasingly critical.

KEY FINDINGS IMPLICATIONS

v Al integration in legal systems requires - Regulatory frameworks must evolve to

alignment with normative frameworks. address challenges posed by Al-generated
. . . o content.

v The ethical discourse on Al is shifting

between philosophical and engineering — Organizations need to prioritize ethical

perspectives. considerations in Al deployment to foster

. N trust.

v Al technologies are significantly

impacting domestic roles, particularly for - The role of Al in the workplace will

women. necessitate new policies to ensure

equitable benefits.
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1. Agency and alignment: toward a normative architecture for

human-Al interaction

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Computer Science
Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Al Alignment in Law, Normative Frameworks for Al, Justification

Processes in Al

Impact Score: 27.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 5
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The article examines the integration of artificial intelligence (Al) within legal systems,
emphasizing the need for Al to align with established normative frameworks. It identifies law
as a unique domain for testing Al alignment due to its structured nature, which
encompasses justification, interpretability, and responsibility. The authors argue that Al
must engage with legal norms not merely by producing correct outcomes but by
participating in the justification processes inherent to legal practice. This approach
highlights the importance of understanding law as a dynamic practice of norm-reference
rather than a static set of rules.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-026-02950-w

2. Comparative book review of The ethical algorithm: the
science of socially aware algorithm design by Michael Kearns

and Aaron Roth and debiasing Al: rethinking the intersection
of innovation and sustainability by Donghee Shin

Category: Policy & Ethics

Departments: Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration

Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Constrained Optimization, Ethical Governance, Algorithmic Harm
Mitigation

Impact Score: 26.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 5 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The article discusses the evolving discourse on Al ethics, highlighting two contrasting
approaches: the philosophical and the engineering perspectives. It examines two recent
books, "The Ethical Algorithm" by Kearns and Roth, which advocates for formalizing ethical
values like privacy and fairness within algorithmic systems through constrained
optimization, and "Debiasing Al" by Shin, which argues for a broader understanding of
ethics as an ongoing governance challenge within sociotechnical systems. The distinction
between these approaches underscores differing views on ethical intervention-one as a
bounded technical problem and the other as a complex, evolving system influenced by
human and institutional factors. This divergence reflects the challenges of integrating
ethical considerations into Al development and the implications for algorithmic harm
mitigation.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-026-03032-7
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3. Your Push Notifications Aren't Safe From the FBI

Category: Policy & Ethics

Departments: Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration, Electrical & Computer
Engineering

Topics: Al Ethics, Cybersecurity Capabilities, Privacy Vulnerabilities, Collaborative Defense

Strategies, Project Glasswing

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4

Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

Anthropic has announced the release of its Claude Mythos Preview model, which will initially
be accessible to a select group of leading tech and financial organizations, including Apple
and Microsoft. This initiative, part of Project Glasswing, aims to explore the model's
advanced cybersecurity capabilities and improve software and hardware defenses before
such technologies become widely available. Experts have raised concerns about the
potential implications of these capabilities for cybersecurity, emphasizing the need for
defenders to collaborate and adapt their strategies in response to emerging threats.
Additionally, the FBI has reported obtaining encrypted Signal messages through push
notifications, highlighting privacy vulnerabilities associated with notification systems across
various apps.

https://www.wired.com/story/security-news-this-week-your-push-notifications-arent-safe-from-the-fbi/

4. How the Internet Broke Everyone's Bullshit Detectors

Category: Policy & Ethics

Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Communication, Sociology & Anthropology,
Computer Science

Topics: Al Ethics, Synthetic Media Verification, Information Warfare Techniques, Algorithmic
Content Bias

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The article discusses the rise of synthetic media, particularly Lego-style propaganda videos,
in the context of modern information warfare, highlighting their rapid production and
dissemination by outlets like Explosive News. It notes that these videos can be created
within 24 hours, prioritizing speed over accuracy, which complicates the verification process
for open source investigators. The piece also addresses the challenges faced by traditional
verification methods due to the overwhelming volume of content and the influence of
algorithms that favor low-quality, viral material. Additionally, it mentions the restriction of
access to primary visual evidence, such as satellite imagery, which further hampers
independent verification efforts and allows generative Al to shape narratives in the absence
of reliable information.

https://www.wired.com/story/how-the-internet-broke-everyones-bullshit-detectors
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5. New Future of Work: Al is driving rapid change, uneven

benefits

Category: Business
Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Educational Leadership, Sociology &
Anthropology, Computer Science

Topics: Enterprise Al, Al Collaboration, Generative Al Adoption, Productivity Disparities,
Human-Al Partnership

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The "New Future of Work Report 2025" highlights the transformative impact of Al in the
workplace, emphasizing its role as a collaborative partner rather than merely a tool for
efficiency. The report indicates that organizations leveraging Al for collaboration are
experiencing significant benefits, while the uneven distribution of Al adoption raises
concerns about disparities in productivity and opportunity across different sectors and
demographics. It underscores the importance of human expertise in guiding Al processes
and suggests that the future of work will be shaped by collective choices and norms. The
report also notes that generative Al adoption is accelerating globally, with notable
differences in usage patterns between high-income and low- to middle-income regions.

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/blog/new-future-of-work-ai-is-driving-rapid-change-uneven-

benefits/

6. ldeas: Steering Al toward the work future we want

Category: Research

Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Computer Science, Engineering Education &
Leadership, Sociology & Anthropology

Topics: Al Ethics, Sociotechnical Shifts, Technology Adoption, Multidisciplinary Approaches

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

Microsoft's ongoing "New Future of Work" report series, initiated in 2020, examines the
evolving dynamics of work influenced by technological advancements and societal changes,
particularly in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. The latest report emphasizes the
importance of understanding the sociotechnical shifts that accompany new technologies,
highlighting the need for diverse expertise in addressing complex work-related challenges.
Contributors, including researchers from various disciplines, aim to empower individuals by
providing insights into how their behaviors and perceptions shape technology adoption and
usage. The report reflects a collaborative effort to explore the intersection of Al and
productivity, underscoring the significance of multidisciplinary approaches in tackling
contemporary issues.

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/research/podcast/ideas-steering-ai-toward-the-work-future-we-want
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7. Navigating tradition and innovation: a mixed-methods study

of Palestinian women's engagement with Al in domestic spaces

Category: Policy & Ethics

Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Sociology & Anthropology, Educational
Leadership, Computer Science

Topics: Al Ethics, Gender and Technology, Smart Home Systems, Cultural Context in Al

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4

Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The article discusses the transformative impact of artificial intelligence (Al) technologies in
domestic settings, particularly focusing on Palestinian women who play a central role in
household management. It highlights how Al tools, such as virtual assistants and smart
home systems, can alleviate the burdens of unpaid domestic labor, potentially enhancing
women's agency and resilience in the face of socio-economic challenges. However, the
integration of Al into these intimate spaces also presents ethical complexities and risks that
require careful consideration. The study emphasizes the need for further research on the
intersection of technology, gender, and cultural context, particularly within Arab and Muslim
communities.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-026-03005-w

8. Policy analysis of generative Al in artistic expression:

innovation and regulation

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Art, Political Science & Public Administration, Computer Science
Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Generative Al in Art, Copyright Challenges, Transformative Use,

Ethical Considerations

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The article discusses the integration of generative Al in the art sector, highlighting its
potential to foster creativity alongside significant challenges related to copyright,
authorship, and ethical considerations. It examines existing regulatory frameworks, which
often inadequately address the complexities arising from the intersection of technology and
artistic practice. Key legal cases, such as *Andy Warhol Foundation v. Goldsmith* and
*Thaler v. Perimutter*, are analyzed to illustrate the current judicial stance on
transformative use and human authorship in copyright law. The article emphasizes the need
for a balanced regulatory approach that supports artistic freedom while ensuring
accountability in the rapidly evolving landscape of Al-generated art.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-026-03001-0
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9. Al-generated child sexual abuse material: what's the harm?

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Sociology & Anthropology, Computer Science
Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Synthetic CSAM Implications, Diffusion Model Datasets, Victim

Revictimization, Al in Child Exploitation

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4

Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The article discusses the implications of Al-generated synthetic child sexual abuse material
(CSAM), highlighting its potential to cause harm to victims, law enforcement, and societal
attitudes towards child exploitation. It identifies the presence of CSAM in training datasets
for diffusion models, which contributes to revictimization and systemic harm, including the
perpetuation of abusive practices and increased risks to children. The article also details
how Al tools can create explicit imagery of real children, leading to psychological distress
and trauma for victims, and notes the use of Al CSAM in facilitating coercion and grooming
by offenders. Overall, the findings underscore the urgent need to address the emerging
threats posed by Al in the context of child exploitation.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-026-02932-y

10. Decoding traditional knowledge: Al-powered solutions for

preservation and interpretation

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Computer Science, Public Health Sciences, Educational Leadership, Political Science &
Public Administration

Topics: Healthcare Al, Al Patent Monitoring, Natural Language Processing, Traditional
Knowledge Preservation, Tongue Diagnosis in TCM

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4

Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

India's Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) has integrated an Al-enhanced Patent
Watch System to combat biopiracy by monitoring international patent databases for
applications resembling traditional knowledge entries. This system employs natural
language processing and machine learning algorithms to flag potentially unethical patent
claims, supporting the rejection of over 250 such claims related to Indian traditional
knowledge. While the framework enhances protection for traditional knowledge and
promotes fair resource allocation, its global adoption faces challenges due to jurisdictional
differences and data-sharing limitations. Additionally, advancements in Al for tongue
diagnosis in Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) have shown promise in improving
diagnostic accuracy, with a model achieving 87% classification accuracy for tongue
features, although these findings primarily relate to TCM pattern recognition rather than
direct biomedical health indicators.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-026-03010-z
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