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WEEKLY DIGEST: BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Innovations in Al Drive Financial Inclusion
and Creativity

Recent advancements in Al are reshaping business landscapes, particularly in
financial services and creative industries. MIT researchers have developed a
method to improve Al model reliability by teaching them to express uncertainty.
Meanwhile, Adobe and NVIDIA's collaboration aims to enhance marketing
operations through agentic Al, while Salmon's funding will expand digital banking
for the underbanked in the Philippines. Additionally, Cash App is targeting
younger users to promote financial literacy from an early age.

KEY FINDINGS IMPLICATIONS

v/ MIT's new training method improves Al - Improved Al reliability could lead to
model reliability by addressing more trustworthy applications in various
overconfidence. sectors.

v Adobe and NVIDIA's partnership focuses - The integration of Al in marketing may

on integrating Al into enterprise revolutionize customer engagement
marketing. strategies.

v Salmon raises $100M to enhance digital — Expanding financial services to children
banking for the underbanked in the could foster a new generation of financially
Philippines. literate consumers.

Key Metrics: $100 million raised by Salmon for digital credit services.; Targeting
children aged 6-12 for Cash App's new financial accounts.
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1. Teaching Al models to say "I'm not sure"

Category: Research

Departments: Computer Science, Electrical & Computer Engineering, Nursing, Public Health Sciences
Economics & Finance

Topics: Al Ethics, Calibration Error Reduction, Reinforcement Learning with Calibration
Rewards, Confidence Estimation in Al

Impact Score: 27.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 5 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 5

Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

Researchers at MIT's CSAIL have identified a flaw in the training of Al reasoning models that
leads to overconfidence in their outputs, where models express high certainty regardless of
their actual accuracy. They developed a new training method called RLCR (Reinforcement
Learning with Calibration Rewards), which incorporates a Brier score into the reward
function to encourage models to produce calibrated confidence estimates alongside their
answers. Experiments showed that RLCR reduced calibration error by up to 90% while
maintaining or improving accuracy across various benchmarks, including tasks the models
had not previously encountered. This approach not only enhances the reliability of Al
outputs in critical fields like medicine and finance but also demonstrates that traditional
reinforcement learning methods can degrade calibration.

https://news.mit.edu/2026/teaching-ai-models-to-say-im-not-sure-0422

2. Autonomous Al at Scale: Adobe Agents Unlock Breakthrough

Creative Intelligence With NVIDIA and WPP

Category: Business

Departments: Computer Science, Marketing, Management & Supply Chain, Engineering Education &
Leadership

Topics: Enterprise Al, Agentic Al, Personalized Content Generation, Customer Experience
Management

Impact Score: 24.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4

Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

NVIDIA has expanded its strategic collaborations with Adobe and WPP to integrate agentic
Al into enterprise marketing operations, enhancing creative production and customer
experience management. The partnership aims to develop intelligent systems capable of
continuously generating personalized content while maintaining brand integrity and
governance. Key components include Adobe's CX Enterprise Coworker for orchestrating
customer experience workflows and NVIDIA's OpenShell runtime for secure, policy-governed
execution of Al agents. A live demonstration of these capabilities is scheduled for Adobe
Summit, showcasing the potential for scalable, compliant marketing solutions.

https://blogs.nvidia.com/blog/adobe-ai-agents-nvidia-w
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3. How to expand the US economy

Category: Business

Departments: Economics & Finance, Political Science & Public Administration, Industrial,
Manufacturing & Systems Engineering, Electrical & Computer Engineering, Biological
Sciences

Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Domestic Manufacturing Innovation, Semiconductor
Advancements, Biotechnology Applications, Quantum Computing Development

Impact Score: 18.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

A new book titled "Priority Technologies: Ensuring U.S. Security and Shared Prosperity,"
co-authored by MIT faculty, identifies six critical sectors-semiconductors, biotechnology,
critical minerals, drones, quantum computing, and advanced manufacturing-where
technological advancements can bolster the U.S. economy and national security. The
authors argue that the U.S. must sustain innovation in these areas and rebuild domestic
manufacturing capabilities to maintain a competitive edge. The book emphasizes the
importance of these sectors for economic growth and job creation, highlighting the
vulnerabilities that have emerged from shifts in production. It stems from an ongoing MIT
seminar and aims to provide a roadmap for future innovation-based growth.

https://news.mit.edu/2026/how-to-expand-us-economy-priority-technologies-book-0421

4. Salmon raises $100M in equity and debt to bring digital
credit to underbanked Filipinos

Category: Business

Departments: Accounting & Information Systems, Economics & Finance, Political Science & Public
Administration

Topics: Finance Al, Digital Credit Solutions, Real-Time Credit Scoring, Underbanked Financial
Services

Impact Score: 15.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 2 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

Salmon, a consumer finance app based in Manila, has raised $60 million in equity and $40
million in debt to enhance digital banking services for the unbanked population in the
Philippines. Founded by former Tinkoff employees, the company aims to address the
challenges faced by underbanked Filipinos by offering a range of financial products,
including loans and deposits, with a focus on digitizing the lending process. By acquiring a
rural bank to secure its banking license, Salmon plans to streamline loan approvals, utilizing
real-time behavioral and digital data for credit scoring. The recent funding will support the
scaling of its operations and the development of additional financial products.

https://techcrunch.com/2026/04/23/salmon-raises-100m-in-equity-and-debt-to-bring-digital-credit-to-u

nderbanked-filipinos/
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5. Cash App is targeting a new kind of customer: 6- to

12-year-olds

Category: Business
Departments: Educational Leadership, Marketing, Management & Supply Chain
Topics: Consumer Al, Financial Literacy for Children, Parental Control Systems, Peer-to-Peer

Payment Solutions

Impact Score: 11.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 0 Educational Value: 1 Innovation / Novelty: 2

Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 2 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

Cash App, a fintech company owned by Block, is expanding its services to include financial
accounts for children aged six to 12, aiming to foster financial literacy among younger
users. Parents will manage these accounts, which can receive peer-to-peer payments from
approved users and earn up to 3.25% interest. The initiative builds on Cash App's existing
services for teens and includes features like an allowance system for automated transfers.
Children can transition to their own Cash App accounts at age 13, with parental approval
required for access to additional services such as cryptocurrency and stock trading.

https://techcrunch.com/2026/04/21/cash-app-is-targeting-a-new-kind-of-customer-6-12-year-olds
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