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WEEKLY DIGEST:​ ARTS, MEDIA &​ PERFORMANCE

AI's Transformative Impact on Arts and
Communication
Recent discussions in the arts and media sectors highlight the profound influence
of artificial intelligence on communication, creativity, and cultural narratives.​ A
new book examines AI's role in intercultural communication education, while
critical analyses reveal biases in digital reconstructions and the implications of
AI-​generated content.​ Additionally, the Academy's new rules on AI-​generated
performances signal a shift in the entertainment industry.​ As digital librarians
face challenges in an eroding democracy, the intersection of technology and
humanities continues to evolve.

KEY FINDINGS

✓ AI technologies are reshaping
intercultural communication education.

✓ Digital reconstructions may perpetuate
biases inherent in data.

✓ The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences restricts AI-generated content
from Oscars.

IMPLICATIONS

→ The integration of AI in education may
redefine teaching methodologies.

→ Bias awareness in digital content
creation is crucial for authenticity.

→ New regulations in the entertainment
industry could impact creative expression.
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1. Book review: An Introduction to AI and Intercultural
Communication Education, edited by Fred Dervin and Hamza
R'boul

Category: Education
Departments: Educational Leadership, Engineering Education &​ Leadership, Communication
Topics: AI Ethics, Cultural Stereotype Mitigation, Epistemic Justice in AI, AI-​Assisted Education

Impact Score: 26.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 5 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The volume "An Introduction to AI and Intercultural Communication Education," coedited by
Fred Dervin and Hamza R'boul, explores the impact of AI technologies on the teaching and
understanding of intercultural communication.​ It highlights the fundamental challenges AI
poses to the field, particularly regarding dominant epistemologies and the simplification of
intercultural complexities.​ Contributions from various authors, including Adrian Holliday and
Andreas Jacobsson, illustrate how AI tools like ChatGPT can perpetuate cultural stereotypes
and reproduce established narratives, emphasizing the need for critical engagement and
ethical frameworks in AI-​assisted education.​ The work ultimately calls for a reevaluation of
how interculturality is conceptualized in the context of AI, advocating for approaches that
prioritize human agency and epistemic justice.
https:​/​/​link.​springer.​com/​article/​10.​1007/​s00146-​026-​03057-​y

2. CFP: Special Issue: Digital Librarianship in an Eroding
Democracy

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Communication, Political Science &​ Public Administration, Educational Leadership
Topics: AI Ethics &​ Safety, Sustainability in Digital Librarianship, Censorship and AI Tools,

Justice-​Centered Practices, Archiving Activist Efforts

Impact Score: 24.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 3 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 3
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The special issue of the Journal of Critical Digital Librarianship addresses the challenges
faced by digital librarians amid ongoing crises, including funding cuts and censorship of
LGBTQ+ literature.​ It invites submissions that examine the sustainability of digital library
work in the context of precarious funding and the ethical implications of using AI tools that
may perpetuate environmental and labor exploitation.​ The issue seeks to explore strategies
for maintaining justice-​centered practices in librarianship and highlights the importance of
archiving activist efforts against nationalist violence.​ Overall, it aims to foster a dialogue on
the role of digital librarians in advocating for marginalized communities during democratic
crises.
https:​/​/​digitalhumanitiesnow.​org/​2026/​04/​journal-​of-​critical-​digital-​librarianship/
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3. Editors' Choice: Digital Reconstruction, Enchantment, and
the Ghosts in Our Data (...ish...)

Category: Research
Departments: Communication, Philosophy, Political Science &​ Public Administration
Topics: AI Ethics, Digital Reconstruction Bias, Data Narrative Influence, Critical Data

Interpretation

Impact Score: 24.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 3
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The article contends that digital reconstructions are influenced by inherent biases and
assumptions present in the data, which can perpetuate prevailing narratives.​ It advocates
for a critical and creative approach to these reconstructions, suggesting that they should
not be taken at face value.​ By engaging with digital reconstructions in this manner, the
author posits that they can serve as instruments for developing more nuanced and
impactful interpretations of information.
https:​/​/​digitalhumanitiesnow.​org/​2026/​04/​digital-​rec​onstruction-​enchantment-​and-​the-​ghosts-​in-​our-​d
ata-​i​sh/

4. How could body-augmenting technology enable human
digital twins to facilitate spiritual experiences?

Category: Applications
Departments: Theatre &​ Dance, Computer Science, Philosophy, Educational Leadership
Topics: Generative AI, Augmented Reality Systems, Real-​Time Audience Interaction,

Multi-​Camera Calibration, Digital Twin Technology

Impact Score: 23.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 2

Kimatica's case study, "Divinations," explores the integration of augmented reality (AR) into
live performances, particularly in response to the COVID-​19 pandemic.​ The project, funded
by Arts Council England, consists of two components:​ Metaverse Divinations and Divinations
Live, with a focus on creating a real-​time AR system that enhances remote audience
interaction.​ Key advancements include the development of a multi-​camera calibration
system that captures a full 360-​degree point cloud of performances, enabling the overlay of
dynamic 3D visuals that respond to both human movement and the performance
environment.​ The narrative and character design draw on previous works, incorporating
psychological archetypes and a transformative experience through dance.
https:​/​/​link.​springer.​com/​article/​10.​1007/​s00146-​025-​02782-​0
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5. "Human authored"? Who knows

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: English, Communication, Political Science &​ Public Administration
Topics: Large Language Models, Flight-​to-​Humanity Effect, Content Provenance Verification,

AI-​Generated Text Credibility

Impact Score: 23.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The article discusses the impact of large language models (LLMs) on the valuation of written
content, suggesting that as LLMs make fluent writing more accessible, the premium on
smooth prose will diminish.​ Instead, the focus will shift towards the human aspects of
writing, such as provenance and personal experience, which are difficult to verify in text.​
This shift, termed the "flight-​to-​humanity effect," may not benefit all writers equally, as the
lack of intrinsic evidence of authorship in written works complicates the recognition of
human contributions.​ Recent studies indicate that AI-​generated texts are perceived as less
credible, particularly in fields where the origin of the content is closely tied to its meaning,
highlighting the challenges writers may face in establishing their value in an AI-​dominated
landscape.
https:​/​/​link.​springer.​com/​article/​10.​1007/​s00146-​026-​03047-​0

6. Editors' Choice: "Du må ikke sove": a floating motif
detached from its meaning (or: LLMs can write Norwegian but
miss cultural references)

Category: Applications
Departments: Computer Science, Philosophy, Communication
Topics: Large Language Models, Cultural Context Misinterpretation, Floating Motifs in AI

Writing, Sanitized Training Data

Impact Score: 23.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The article examines the phenomenon of "floating motifs" in AI-​generated writing, using a
recent train advertisement in Norway that references Arnulf Øverland's anti-​fascist poem
"Du må ikke sove" as a case study.​ The author notes that various large language models
(LLMs), including NorMistral, failed to appropriately contextualize the poem's line in the
advertisement, highlighting a disconnect between the original meaning and its use in
commercial content.​ This issue arises partly because LLMs are trained on sanitized data that
avoids politically sensitive language, leading to misinterpretations of culturally significant
phrases.​ The author suggests that such misinterpretations may result in the loss of meaning
for lines of poetry across different cultural contexts.
https:​/​/​digitalhumanitiesnow.​org/​2026/​04/​du-​ma-​ikke​-​sove-​a-​floating-​motif-​detached-​from-​its-​meanin
g-​or​-​llms-​can-​write-​norwegian-​but-​miss-​cultural-​referenc​es-​jill-​walker-​rettberg/
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7. Editors' Note: April 2026

Category: Research
Departments: Communication, Philosophy, Sociology &​ Anthropology, Educational Leadership
Topics: Digital Humanities, Interdisciplinary Research, Innovative Methodologies, Critical

Perspectives, Public Engagement

Impact Score: 23.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 3 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 3
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 4

The Editors' Note for the April 2026 issue of Reviews in Digital Humanities outlines the
journal's focus on the intersection of digital technologies and humanities scholarship.​ It
highlights the importance of interdisciplinary research and encourages contributions that
explore innovative methodologies and critical perspectives in digital humanities.​ The note
also emphasizes the journal's commitment to fostering dialogue among scholars,
practitioners, and the public regarding the implications of digital tools in humanities
research.
https:​/​/​reviewsindh.​pubpub.​org/​pub/​editors-​note-​april-​2026

8. CFP: Computational Humanities Research 2027

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Philosophy, English, Art, Sociology &​ Anthropology
Topics: Computational Humanities, Data Analysis Methods, Statistical Modeling, Humanities

Inquiry Integration

Impact Score: 21.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 2

The CHR conference aims to provide a platform for scholars in the arts and humanities to
present and publish research that integrates computational, statistical, and mathematical
methods with traditional humanities inquiry.​ This initiative reflects a growing trend in the
field, emphasizing the importance of formal methods and computational models in
analyzing data.​ The conference seeks to foster dialogue between computational approaches
and established humanities scholarship.
https:​/​/​digitalhumanitiesnow.​org/​2026/​04/​computational-​humanities-​research-​2027/
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9. AI-generated actors and scripts are now ineligible for Oscars

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Communication, Philosophy, Political Science &​ Public Administration
Topics: AI Policy &​ Regulation, Generative AI Guidelines, Human Authorship Verification, Impact

on Independent Filmmaking

Impact Score: 18.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 1 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 2
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 3 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences has announced new rules regarding the
eligibility of performances and screenplays for the Oscars, specifically addressing the use of
generative artificial intelligence.​ Under the new guidelines, only performances credited in a
film's legal billing and demonstrably performed by humans will qualify for awards, and
screenplays must be human-​authored.​ The Academy reserves the right to request additional
information about a film's use of AI and human authorship.​ These changes reflect ongoing
concerns within the industry regarding AI's impact, highlighted by recent events in
independent filmmaking and the broader literary community.
https:​/​/​techcrunch.​com/​2026/​05/​02/​ai-​generated-​actors-​and-​scripts-​are-​now-​ineligible-​for-​oscars/

10. A new US phone network for Christians aims to block porn
and gender-related content

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Political Science &​ Public Administration, Communication, Sociology &​ Anthropology
Topics: AI Policy &​ Regulation, Network-​Level Content Filtering, Censorship and User

Autonomy, Christian-​Centric Mobile Services

Impact Score: 15.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 1 Educational Value:​ 1 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 3
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 2 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 4

Radiant Mobile, founded by Paul Fisher, aims to create a mobile service that blocks access
to specific content categories, including pornography and LGBTQ-​related material, in an
effort to establish a "Jesus-​centric" environment.​ The company is collaborating with Israeli
cybersecurity firm Allot to implement network-​level content filtering that restricts access to
over a hundred categories, including violence and self-​harm, with certain categories being
permanently blocked for all users.​ Fisher has engaged Christian influencers and churches to
promote the service, which includes a subscription model that allows for donations to
congregations.​ This approach represents a novel application of network-​level blocking in the
U.​S.​ mobile market, raising questions about censorship and user autonomy.
https:​/​/​www.​technologyreview.​com/​2026/​05/​01/​1136739​/​a-​new-​t-​mobile-​network-​for-​christians-​aims-​t
o-​blo​ck-​porn-​and-​gender-​related-​content/
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