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WEEKLY DIGEST:​ HUMANITIES &​ CULTURAL STUDIES

AI's Influence on Meaning and Cultural
Narratives
Recent discussions in the realm of AI and cultural studies highlight the complex
interplay between artificial intelligence and human understanding.​ Articles
explore how AI systems, particularly generative models, can shape narratives and
perceptions, often reflecting biases inherent in their training data.​ The
implications of these technologies extend to digital reconstructions and the
valuation of written content, raising questions about authorship and authenticity.​
As AI continues to evolve, its role in shaping cultural narratives and human
experiences becomes increasingly significant.

KEY FINDINGS

✓ AI systems risk narrowing the concept of
meaning by prioritizing internal coherence.

✓ Digital reconstructions are influenced by
biases in data, perpetuating existing
narratives.

✓ Large language models may diminish
the premium on human-authored content.

IMPLICATIONS

→ The evolution of AI could redefine
authorship and authenticity in literature.

→ Critical engagement with AI-generated
content is essential to address biases.

→ Augmented reality and AI may transform
spiritual and cultural experiences.
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1. Evolvable AI: Are we on the brink of the next major
evolutionary transition?

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Electrical &​ Computer Engineering, Biological Sciences, Philosophy
Topics: Generative AI, Evolutionary Algorithms, Natural Selection Mechanisms, AI Optimization

Strategies

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 3

The article explores the intersection of natural selection and artificial intelligence,
examining how evolutionary principles can influence the development of AI systems.​ It
discusses the potential for applying natural selection mechanisms to optimize AI algorithms,
thereby enhancing their performance and adaptability.​ The findings suggest that integrating
evolutionary strategies into AI design could lead to more robust and efficient technologies.​
This research highlights the implications of combining biological concepts with technological
advancements in AI.
https:​/​/​techxplore.​com/​news/​2026-​04-​evolvable-​ai-​brink-​major-​evolutionary.​html

2. DHNow Newsletter, April 29, 2026

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Educational Leadership, Philosophy, Sociology &​ Anthropology
Topics: Large Language Models, Cultural Context Deficiencies, Hallucinated Citations, Digital

Reconstructions

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

This issue of DHNow, curated by Colleen Nugent McLean, features a selection of articles
addressing key topics in AI and digital humanities.​ Notable contributions include a critique
of the perceived objectivity in digital reconstructions, an analysis of the cultural context
deficiencies in large language models (LLMs) concerning poetic motifs, and a study on the
emergence of "hallucinated" citations in academic publishing.​ Additionally, the issue
provides calls for papers, reports, and resources, including a podcast discussing the impact
of big tech on higher education and the implications of AI in academic settings.
https:​/​/​digitalhumanitiesnow.​org/​2026/​04/​dhnow-​newsletter-​april-​29-​2026/

Page 2

https://techxplore.com/news/2026-04-evolvable-ai-brink-major-evolutionary.html
https://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/2026/04/dhnow-newsletter-april-29-2026/


3. Epistemic laundering: generative AI and the naturalization
of misrecognition

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Computer Science, Philosophy, Political Science &​ Public Administration
Topics: AI Ethics, Semantic-​Semiotic Closure, Generative AI Misrecognition, Artificial General

Intelligence Benchmarking

Impact Score: 24.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The article discusses the implications of generative AI and Artificial General Intelligence
(AGI) on the production and understanding of meaning.​ It argues that as AI systems
prioritize internal coherence and predictability, they risk narrowing the concept of meaning
to what is machine-​legible, leading to semantic-​semiotic closure.​ This shift could diminish
the capacity for novel meaning creation, as divergences and contestations are treated as
errors rather than opportunities for innovation.​ Furthermore, the operationalization of AGI
through benchmark performance may redefine intelligence in a way that excludes
alternative cognitive frameworks, potentially undermining human flourishing by limiting the
conceptual landscape of intelligence.
https:​/​/​link.​springer.​com/​article/​10.​1007/​s00146-​026-​03068-​9

4. Editors' Choice: Digital Reconstruction, Enchantment, and
the Ghosts in Our Data (...ish...)

Category: Research
Departments: Communication, Philosophy, Political Science &​ Public Administration
Topics: AI Ethics, Digital Reconstruction Bias, Data Narrative Influence, Critical Data

Interpretation

Impact Score: 24.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 3
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The article contends that digital reconstructions are influenced by inherent biases and
assumptions present in the data, which can perpetuate prevailing narratives.​ It advocates
for a critical and creative approach to these reconstructions, suggesting that they should
not be taken at face value.​ By engaging with digital reconstructions in this manner, the
author posits that they can serve as instruments for developing more nuanced and
impactful interpretations of information.
https:​/​/​digitalhumanitiesnow.​org/​2026/​04/​digital-​rec​onstruction-​enchantment-​and-​the-​ghosts-​in-​our-​d
ata-​i​sh/
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5. This AI knew the answers but didn't understand the
questions

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Philosophy, Political Science &​ Public Administration
Topics: Large Language Models, Overfitting in AI, Cognitive Behavior Simulation, Language

Understanding Challenges

Impact Score: 23.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 5 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 3 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 4

A recent study published in National Science Open critiques the AI model "Centaur," which
was previously reported to simulate human cognitive behavior effectively across various
tasks.​ Researchers from Zhejiang University argue that Centaur's performance may stem
from overfitting, where the model recognizes patterns in training data rather than genuinely
understanding the tasks.​ They demonstrated this by altering evaluation scenarios, revealing
that Centaur relied on learned statistical patterns rather than comprehending the meaning
of questions.​ The findings underscore the importance of rigorous testing to assess the true
capabilities of large language models and highlight the ongoing challenge of achieving
genuine language understanding in AI systems.
https:​/​/​www.​sciencedaily.​com/​releases/​2026/​04/​260429102035.​htm

6. How could body-augmenting technology enable human
digital twins to facilitate spiritual experiences?

Category: Applications
Departments: Theatre &​ Dance, Computer Science, Philosophy, Educational Leadership
Topics: Generative AI, Augmented Reality Systems, Real-​Time Audience Interaction,

Multi-​Camera Calibration, Digital Twin Technology

Impact Score: 23.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 2

Kimatica's case study, "Divinations," explores the integration of augmented reality (AR) into
live performances, particularly in response to the COVID-​19 pandemic.​ The project, funded
by Arts Council England, consists of two components:​ Metaverse Divinations and Divinations
Live, with a focus on creating a real-​time AR system that enhances remote audience
interaction.​ Key advancements include the development of a multi-​camera calibration
system that captures a full 360-​degree point cloud of performances, enabling the overlay of
dynamic 3D visuals that respond to both human movement and the performance
environment.​ The narrative and character design draw on previous works, incorporating
psychological archetypes and a transformative experience through dance.
https:​/​/​link.​springer.​com/​article/​10.​1007/​s00146-​025-​02782-​0
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7. "Human authored"? Who knows

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: English, Communication, Political Science &​ Public Administration
Topics: Large Language Models, Flight-​to-​Humanity Effect, Content Provenance Verification,

AI-​Generated Text Credibility

Impact Score: 23.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The article discusses the impact of large language models (LLMs) on the valuation of written
content, suggesting that as LLMs make fluent writing more accessible, the premium on
smooth prose will diminish.​ Instead, the focus will shift towards the human aspects of
writing, such as provenance and personal experience, which are difficult to verify in text.​
This shift, termed the "flight-​to-​humanity effect," may not benefit all writers equally, as the
lack of intrinsic evidence of authorship in written works complicates the recognition of
human contributions.​ Recent studies indicate that AI-​generated texts are perceived as less
credible, particularly in fields where the origin of the content is closely tied to its meaning,
highlighting the challenges writers may face in establishing their value in an AI-​dominated
landscape.
https:​/​/​link.​springer.​com/​article/​10.​1007/​s00146-​026-​03047-​0

8. Brain-computer interfaces and the code-switching of
consciousness

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Philosophy, Kinesiology, Electrical &​ Computer Engineering
Topics: Brain-​Computer Interfaces, Consciousness Embodiment, Extended Mind Thesis, Agency

in Communication

Impact Score: 23.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 4

The article explores the relationship between consciousness and embodiment, particularly
in the context of communication and brain-​computer interfaces (BCIs).​ It argues that
consciousness is not limited to the brain but is distributed throughout the body, as
evidenced by the phenomenology of speech, which involves multiple substrate
transformations while maintaining embodied experience.​ The research highlights that even
when consciousness traverses non-​conscious media, such as air or wires, the sense of
agency and intention persists, similar to neuronal communication across synaptic gaps.​ This
perspective aligns with the extended mind thesis, suggesting that cognitive processes
extend beyond the biological confines of the brain to include tools and environments.
https:​/​/​link.​springer.​com/​article/​10.​1007/​s00146-​026-​03074-​x
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9. Queering GPT-2 in collaboration: fine-tuning the
trans-feminist-queer transformer

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, English, Philosophy, Educational Leadership
Topics: Generative AI, Trans-​Feminist Queer Transformer, Digital Writing Techniques,

Multisensory Poetic Experience

Impact Score: 23.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 2 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 4

N.​ Katherine Hayles redefines materiality in her 2005 work, proposing it as an emergent
property arising from interactions between physical characteristics and signifying
strategies, which facilitates a deeper engagement with the materiality of literary texts in the
context of computation.​ This perspective aims to transcend traditional binaries of
embodiment and information, suggesting that computation can reshape cultural artifacts,
including literature.​ Building on Hayles's framework, J.​R.​ Carpenter's later work explores
"digital writing" as a method that emphasizes the ephemeral and dynamic nature of texts in
a computational environment, reframing them as "events" rather than fixed objects.​
Carpenter's approach integrates text, image, and interactivity to create a multisensory
poetic experience, highlighting the significance of time, body, and environment in the
reception of digital literature.
https:​/​/​link.​springer.​com/​article/​10.​1007/​s00146-​026-​03056-​z

10. Editors' Choice: "Du må ikke sove": a floating motif
detached from its meaning (or: LLMs can write Norwegian but
miss cultural references)

Category: Applications
Departments: Computer Science, Philosophy, Communication
Topics: Large Language Models, Cultural Context Misinterpretation, Floating Motifs in AI

Writing, Sanitized Training Data

Impact Score: 23.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The article examines the phenomenon of "floating motifs" in AI-​generated writing, using a
recent train advertisement in Norway that references Arnulf Øverland's anti-​fascist poem
"Du må ikke sove" as a case study.​ The author notes that various large language models
(LLMs), including NorMistral, failed to appropriately contextualize the poem's line in the
advertisement, highlighting a disconnect between the original meaning and its use in
commercial content.​ This issue arises partly because LLMs are trained on sanitized data that
avoids politically sensitive language, leading to misinterpretations of culturally significant
phrases.​ The author suggests that such misinterpretations may result in the loss of meaning
for lines of poetry across different cultural contexts.
https:​/​/​digitalhumanitiesnow.​org/​2026/​04/​du-​ma-​ikke​-​sove-​a-​floating-​motif-​detached-​from-​its-​meanin
g-​or​-​llms-​can-​write-​norwegian-​but-​miss-​cultural-​referenc​es-​jill-​walker-​rettberg/
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