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Al's Transformative Role in Society and

Governance

Recent discussions highlight the multifaceted impact of Al on society,
governance, and the environment. From personal Al agents enhancing
democratic engagement to the ethical implications of automation in the
workforce, these articles explore how Al is reshaping human interactions and
decision-making processes. Additionally, the environmental costs of Al
technologies and the need for responsible governance are underscored. As Al
continues to evolve, its integration into various sectors raises critical questions

about trust, equity, and sustainability.

KEY FINDINGS

v Personal Al agents are set to enhance
citizen engagement in governance.

v Automation has significantly contributed
to income inequality, targeting
higher-wage workers.

v Al's environmental impact includes
substantial energy consumption and
carbon emissions.

IMPLICATIONS

— The rise of Al agents necessitates new
governance frameworks to ensure ethical
use.

- Addressing the environmental costs of Al
will be crucial for sustainable
development.

- The automation of research processes
could redefine academic integrity and
collaboration.

Key Metrics: Automation accounts for 52% of income inequality since 1980.;
Large-scale Al models consume significant energy, impacting carbon emissions.
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1. A blueprint for using Al to strengthen democracy

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Computer Science, Educational Leadership
Topics: Al Ethics, Personal Al Agents, Al-Assisted Fact-Checking, Model Transparency,

Polarization Mitigation

Impact Score: 27.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 4

Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The article discusses the emerging role of personal Al agents in shaping citizen engagement
with information and governance. These agents will conduct research, draft
communications, and influence decision-making processes, potentially mediating the
relationship between individuals and governing institutions. The authors highlight concerns
about the risks of polarization and collective biases that may arise when millions of Al
agents operate in the same forums, leading to a fragmented public sphere. They advocate
for improved Al model transparency and the exploration of Al-assisted fact-checking, which
preliminary findings suggest may enhance cross-partisan credibility in information
dissemination.

https://www.technologyreview.com/2026/05/05/1136843/ai-democracy-blueprint/

2. Nick Bostrom Has a Plan for Humanity's 'Big Retirement'

Category: Policy & Ethics

Departments: Philosophy, Political Science & Public Administration, Computer Science

Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Human Extinction Risks, Equitable Al Distribution, Governance of Al
Benefits

Impact Score: 27.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 5
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

Philosopher Nick Bostrom's recent paper presents a controversial argument that the
potential risks of advanced Al, including the possibility of human extinction, may be justified
by the technology's capacity to significantly enhance human life expectancy. This marks a
notable shift from his earlier, more pessimistic views on Al's existential threats, as
articulated in his 2014 book, *Superintelligence*. In his latest work, *Deep Utopia*, Bostrom
explores the philosophical implications of a future where Al could create unprecedented
abundance, while also acknowledging the challenges of equitable distribution and the
potential for societal issues related to purpose and meaning in life. He emphasizes the
importance of governance in realizing the benefits of Al for the current human population.

https://www.wired.com/story/nick-bostrom-has-a-plan-for-humanitys-big-retirement
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3. Trust in human-Al collaboration in finance: a

bibliometric-systematic literature review

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration, Economics & Finance
Topics: Finance Al, Explainable Al (XAl), Al Governance in Finance, Robo-Advisors, Standardized

Metrics for XAl

Impact Score: 27.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 5 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The article presents a multi-level socio-technical framework that addresses trust in
human-Al collaboration within the finance sector, identifying six thematic clusters: Al
Governance in Finance, Explainable Al (XAl) for Finance, Anthropomorphism in Financial Al
Agents, User Interface Design, Robo-Advisors, and Infrastructural Trust Technologies. The
analysis reveals that trust is conceptualized through cognitive, procedural, socio-affective,
and behavioral lenses across these clusters, with a notable lack of cross-fertilization among
them. Methodologically, survey-based structural equation modeling (SEM) is predominant,
while five research frontiers are identified, including the need for frameworks translating
responsible Al principles into practice and the development of standardized metrics for XAl.
The findings highlight a consistent multi-level pattern in how trust is shaped in this context,
emphasizing the importance of integrating various perspectives and methodologies in
future research.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-026-03049-y

4. Beyond efficiency: the environmental shadow of artificial

intelligence in contemporary consumption

Category: Policy & Ethics

Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Computer Science, Sociology & Anthropology

Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Green Al, Energy Efficiency, Sustainable Al Practices, Lifecycle
Assessment

Impact Score: 27.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The article discusses the environmental implications of Al, highlighting the significant
energy consumption and carbon emissions associated with training large-scale models. It
contrasts two paradigms: "Red Al," which prioritizes performance at the expense of
ecological considerations, and "Green Al," which advocates for energy efficiency and
sustainable practices in Al development. The analysis emphasizes the need for a holistic
approach to sustainability that considers the entire lifecycle of Al technologies, from
resource extraction to e-waste disposal, and critiques the notion of "selective sustainability"
that overlooks structural injustices in the supply chain. Ultimately, the article calls for a shift
towards responsible technological practices that integrate environmental accountability into
Al deployment.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-026-03064-z
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5. Dubbed over: the struggles of Brazilian voice actors towards

a worker-led Al governance

Category: Policy & Ethics

Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Communication, Sociology & Anthropology,
Educational Leadership

Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Worker-led Al Governance, Global Dependencies in Al, Cultural
Industries Dynamics, Dubbing Practices and Al

Impact Score: 27.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The article theorizes worker-led Al governance as a relational and context-dependent
process, emphasizing that it is not a given but rather a site of ongoing contestation among
cultural workers. It identifies two critical factors influencing this governance: global
dependencies in the political economy of generative Al and the local configuration of
workers' power resources. Drawing on Latin American dependency theory, the article
situates these dynamics within existing cultural industries and their value chains,
highlighting the intersection of global inequalities and local power struggles. The recent
SAG-AFTRA strike exemplifies these issues, as the union negotiated provisions around Al
use, including consent and compensation for actors, while also revealing gaps in
protections, particularly concerning dubbing practices.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-026-03013-w

6. Artificial Intelligence and the City: Urbanistic Perspectives

on Al

Category: Research

Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Computer Science, Engineering Education &
Leadership

Topics: Autonomous Systems, Urban Robotics, Al Urbanism, Surveillance Drones, Mobility
Justice

Impact Score: 26.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The article presents a comprehensive examination of Al urbanism through a four-part
typology that includes autonomous vehicles, urban robots, city brains, and software agents,
analyzed via twenty-one empirical cases. The first section focuses on autonomous vehicles,
highlighting the distinction between corporate-led and publicly-led trials, and their
implications for mobility and social justice, particularly in affluent Global North cities. The
second section explores the material presence of urban robots, discussing regulatory
dynamics and the socio-political ramifications of technologies such as surveillance drones
and delivery robots during crises. Overall, the findings underscore the heterogeneous
nature of Al urbanism and its varying political stakes, while also noting the lack of attention
to Global South contexts.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-026-03063-0
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7. The Al scientist: Now academic papers can be fully

automated, what does this mean for the future of research?

Category: Research

Departments: Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration, Educational Leadership

Topics: Generative Al, Automated Research Processes, Hypothesis Generation, Data Analysis
Techniques

Impact Score: 26.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 5
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

Recent developments in Al have shifted its role in research from a supportive assistant to a
more integral component of the research process. Al technologies are now capable of
performing complex tasks such as data analysis and hypothesis generation, thereby
enhancing the research capabilities of scientists. This evolution suggests a growing reliance
on Al for critical thinking tasks, potentially altering the dynamics of research methodology.

8. Study: Firms often use automation to control certain
workers' wages

Category: Research

Departments: Economics & Finance, Political Science & Public Administration, Sociology &
Anthropology

Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Income Inequality, Automation Impact, Labor Cost Reduction,

Productivity Gains

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

A study co-authored by MIT economist Daron Acemoglu reveals that automation in the U.S.
since 1980 has primarily targeted workers earning a wage premium, contributing
significantly to income inequality. The research estimates that automation accounts for 52%
of the growth in income inequality during this period, with 10 percentage points specifically
linked to the replacement of higher-paid employees. The findings suggest that firms have
focused on using automation to reduce labor costs rather than enhancing productivity,
resulting in muted productivity gains despite technological advancements. The paper, titled
"Automation and Rent Dissipation: Implications for Wages, Inequality, and Productivity," is
published in the Quarterly Journal of Economics.

https://news.mit.edu/2026/study-firms-often-use-automation-control-certain-workers-wages-0507
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9. Prompt: Al Agents Are Becoming Operational Infrastructure

Category: Business

Departments: Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration, Engineering Education &
Leadership

Topics: Enterprise Al, Al Governance, Autonomous Systems Management, Al Security
Challenges

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The article discusses the transition of Al agents from experimental phases to operational
roles within enterprise infrastructure, highlighting the need for organizations to address
governance, security, and management challenges associated with these systems. As Al
agents become integrated into workflows, they introduce complexity and require companies
to redesign their operations around these technologies. Notably, Anthropic's partnership
with SpaceX enhances its compute capacity, facilitating the broader use of its Al tools. The
article emphasizes that the focus is shifting from merely enhancing Al capabilities to
effectively managing and controlling increasingly autonomous systems within business
environments.

https://aibusiness.com/agentic-ai/prompt-ai-agents-becoming-operational-infrastructure

10. Daoism, Confucianism, Buddhism, and Cyberism: a new

quadri-philosophical system based on
cyber-physical-social-thinking space

Category: Other
Departments: Philosophy, Political Science & Public Administration, Computer Science
Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Cyber-Physical Symbiosis, Digital Twins, Techno-Ecological

Environments

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 5
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

The article discusses the ontological and spatial transformations in the relationship between
humans and nature due to advancements in technology, particularly the Internet of Things
and artificial intelligence. It argues that traditional Daoist concepts of harmony with nature
are challenged as technological entities become integral to ecological systems, leading to a
"cyber-physical symbiotic relationship." This shift blurs the lines between the natural and
artificial, suggesting a need to redefine concepts such as "second nature" to include
techno-ecological environments. Additionally, the emergence of digital twins and virtual
reality creates a dual experience of nature, merging physical and informational spaces.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-026-03051-4
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