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WEEKLY DIGEST: BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Weekly Summary of Top Al Articles

This week's articles delve into the intersection of Al, business, and societal
challenges. One study evaluates the complexities of credit scoring models under
privacy regulations, while another highlights the launch of a center at MIT focused
on inequality and the future of work. Additionally, major tech companies are
innovating Al-powered operating systems that could redefine user interactions
with apps. The importance of supply chain analytics is also emphasized as a key
area for data scientists in the coming years.

KEY FINDINGS

v Federated learning can enhance credit
scoring models while addressing privacy
and fairness issues.

v The Stone Center aims to explore
economic opportunity and inequality in the
context of technological advancements.

v Al-powered operating systems may
significantly change how users interact
with technology and applications.

IMPLICATIONS

- Improved credit scoring models could
lead to fairer lending practices and better
consumer outcomes.

- Research from the Stone Center could
inform policies that bridge technology and
economic inequality.

— The shift to Al-driven systems may
require businesses to adapt their
strategies and operations to stay
competitive.

Key Metrics: 500,000 credit records analyzed; Launch date of the Stone Center:
November 3, 2025; Projected growth in demand for supply chain analytics

professionals by 2026
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1. | Evaluated Half a Million Credit Records with Federated

Learning. Here's What | Found

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration, Economics & Finance
Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Federated Learning, Credit Scoring Fairness, Privacy-Preserving

Algorithms, Regulatory Compliance in Al

Impact Score: 28.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 5 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 5
Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

This article presents research findings on the challenges of balancing privacy, fairness, and
accuracy in credit scoring models, particularly under the constraints of GDPR and Fair
Lending laws. The study, which analyzed 500,000 credit records, reveals that achieving all
three objectives simultaneously is difficult at a small scale due to the interference of privacy
noise on fairness algorithms. However, at an enterprise scale involving 300 federated
institutions, the research demonstrates that it is possible to achieve 96.94% accuracy, a
fairness gap of only 0.069%, and maintain moderate privacy (¢ = 1.0) without compromising
any of the objectives. The findings suggest that collaborative approaches can effectively
navigate the regulatory tensions faced by credit risk managers.

https://towardsdatascience.com/i-evaluated-half-a-million-credit-records-with-federated-learning-here

s-what-i-found/

2. Stone Center on Inequality and Shaping the Future of Work

Launches at MIT

Category: Policy & Ethics

Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Economics & Finance, Sociology &
Anthropology, Computer Science

Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Wealth Inequality Mitigation, Labor Market Opportunities,
Economic Security Al Solutions

Impact Score: 21.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

The James M. and Cathleen D. Stone Center on Inequality and Shaping the Future of Work
was launched on November 3, 2025, with the aim of addressing economic opportunity,
technology, and democracy through the lens of income and wealth inequality. Co-directed
by MIT professors Daron Acemoglu, David Autor, and Simon Johnson, the center will
investigate the decline of job quality and labor market opportunities for workers without a
college degree, proposing innovative solutions for a more equitable economy. Discussions
at the launch highlighted the influence of private business owners on wealth inequality and
the need for carefully designed policies to mitigate this issue, such as tax reforms and
improved public goods provision. Participants also emphasized the necessity for liberal
democracy to adapt while maintaining its core values, particularly in the context of
economic security and the regulation of social media.

https://news.mit.edu/2026/stone-center-inequality-shaping-future-work-launches-0107
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3. Al Devices Are Coming. Will Your Favorite Apps Be Along for

the Ride?

Category: Business

Departments: Computer Science, Marketing, Management & Supply Chain, Electrical & Computer
Engineering

Topics: Consumer Al, Al-Powered Operating Systems, Al-Mediated User Experiences,

Partnerships for Al Applications

Impact Score: 19.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

Major tech companies, including Amazon, Meta, and OpenAl, are developing Al-powered
operating systems aimed at enabling devices to perform tasks on behalf of users without
direct interaction with apps or websites. This shift could disrupt traditional business models
for consumer tech firms, as Al agents may reduce user engagement with apps, impacting
revenue from advertisements and upselling. While some startups face challenges in
securing cooperation from established app developers, others are forming partnerships to
create Al applications, indicating a cautious optimism about the potential for Al-mediated
user experiences. The landscape is evolving as companies navigate the balance between
leveraging Al capabilities and maintaining direct user relationships.

4. Why Supply Chain is the Best Domain for Data Scientists in
2026 (And How to Learn It)

Category: Business
Departments: Accounting & Information Systems, Marketing, Management & Supply Chain
Topics: Enterprise Al, Supply Chain Analytics, Descriptive Analytics, Operational Efficiency

Impact Score: 18.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 2
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

The article discusses the role of supply chain analytics in enhancing operational efficiency
and decision-making within organizations. It emphasizes the importance of leveraging
transactional data from various systems, such as Warehouse Management Systems (WMS)
and Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) systems, to gain insights into supply chain
processes. The author shares personal experiences illustrating the challenges faced by
operational teams in interpreting data and highlights the need for descriptive analytics to
provide visibility and identify inefficiencies. The article also encourages readers to explore
the field through tutorials and case studies available on the blog.

https://towardsdatascience.com/why-supply-chain-is-the-best-domain-for-data-scientists-in-2026-and-
how-to-learn-it/
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5. Beyond the Flat Table: Building an Enterprise-Grade

Financial Model in Power Bl

Category: Education

Departments: Accounting & Information Systems, Computer Science

Topics: Enterprise Al, Star Schema Modeling, Data Fragmentation Solutions, Data Profiling
Techniques

Impact Score: 17.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 1

The article outlines a practical approach to preparing for the PL-300: Microsoft Data Analyst
Associate exam by focusing on real-world data modeling challenges. The author is
developing an Executive Financial Health Suite project, emphasizing the transformation of a
flat dataset into a professional Star Schema while addressing complexities such as data
fragmentation and the "Grain" problem. Key steps include thorough data profiling using
Power Query to identify issues like null values and data type mismatches, which are critical
for building a robust data model. The author shares this journey publicly to assist others in
understanding the underlying architecture of data solutions.
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