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WEEKLY DIGEST: BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Al's Impact on Job Creation and Startup
Growth

Recent discussions highlight the dual impact of Al on the labor market and
startup ecosystem. A study by MIT reveals that Al and technology advancements
primarily benefit young, skilled workers, particularly in urban settings. Meanwhile,
the Indian startup Scapia has successfully raised $63 million to enhance its travel
payments platform, showcasing the growing investment interest in tech-driven
solutions. Additionally, the upcoming Startup Battlefield 200 offers a platform for
emerging startups to gain visibility and funding, emphasizing the importance of
innovation in today's economy.

KEY FINDINGS IMPLICATIONS

v MIT study shows Al benefits young, - Al may exacerbate job polarization,

skilled workers in urban areas. favoring educated youth.

v Scapia raises $63 million, reaching a — Increased investment in tech startups

valuation of over $500 million. could drive economic growth in emerging
markets.

v Startup Battlefield 200 application
window closes on May 27. — Opportunities for early-stage startups to
gain traction and visibility are expanding.

Key Metrics: $63 million raised by Scapia in funding.; Scapia's valuation exceeds $500
million.; Application deadline for Startup Battlefield 200 is May 27.
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1. Technology usually creates jobs for young, skilled workers.

Will Al do the same?

Category: Research

Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Economics & Finance, Sociology &
Anthropology

Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Job Creation Dynamics, Task Erosion Analysis, Specialized
Knowledge Impact

Impact Score: 24.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

A study led by MIT labor economist David Autor examines the dynamics of new job creation
in the U.S. labor market, revealing that new forms of work predominantly benefit college
graduates under 30, particularly in urban areas. The research highlights that
innovation-driven job creation is largely influenced by demand, with historical examples
such as government investments during World War Il leading to new specializations.
Utilizing U.S. Census data from 1940 to 2023, the study analyzes the characteristics of
workers in emerging occupations compared to those in traditional roles. The findings
underscore the importance of specialized knowledge in determining job value and raise
questions about the future impact of artificial intelligence on job creation and task erosion.

2. General Catalyst just led a $63M bet on India's travel
payments market

Category: Business

Departments: Marketing, Management & Supply Chain, Computer Science, Economics & Finance

Topics: Consumer Al, Travel Payment Integration, Co-branded Credit Cards, Al Talent
Acquisition

Impact Score: 15.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 2 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

Scapia, an Indian startup that integrates travel booking with co-branded credit cards and
mobile payments, has secured $63 million in a funding round led by General Catalyst,
raising its valuation to over $500 million. The startup reported significant growth in its
platform, with flight bookings increasing nearly sixfold and hotel bookings rising eightfold
over the past year, driven by demand from younger travelers seeking flexible rewards.
Scapia's offerings include a dual-network credit card that utilizes both Visa and RuPay, and
the company plans to use the new funding to expand its product range and hire Al-focused
talent. This investment reflects a growing interest in India's travel-focused fintech sector,
despite a general slowdown in fintech funding globally.

https://techcrunch.com/2026/05/20/indian-travel-fintech-scapia-more-than-doubles-valuation-to-over-

500m-in-a-year/
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https://techcrunch.com/2026/05/20/indian-travel-fintech-scapia-more-than-doubles-valuation-to-over-500m-in-a-year/
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3. Startup Battlefield 200 applications close in 1 week: Window

to nominate and apply for the most promising startups closes
May 27

Category: Business
Departments: Computer Science, Marketing, Management & Supply Chain
Topics: Startup Ecosystem, Equity-Free Funding, Pitch Training, Investor Exposure

Impact Score: 11.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 2 Innovation / Novelty: 2
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 2 Ethical / Policy Implications: 1

The Startup Battlefield 200 application window is closing on May 27, offering early-stage
startups the chance to present at TechCrunch Disrupt 2026. Selected companies will receive
equity-free funding, pitch training, and exposure to investors and media, with the
opportunity to showcase their innovations to over 10,000 attendees. Historically,
participants have raised over $32 billion collectively, with notable alumni including Dropbox
and Fitbit. The initiative aims to highlight promising startups that demonstrate significant
potential for impact, regardless of their current stage or revenue.
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