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WEEKLY DIGEST: EDUCATION & LEADERSHIP

Al Integration Transforms Education
Landscape

Recent developments highlight a significant shift in educational practices with the
integration of Al technologies. Justin Solomon's appointment as associate dean of
engineering education at MIT emphasizes the need for innovative pedagogical
approaches that incorporate Al into curricula. Meanwhile, tools like Gamma Al are
streamlining content creation for educators, and the MIT OpenCourseWare
program celebrates its impact on global education. Additionally, a survey reveals
Generation Z's optimism about Al's role in their educational and career
aspirations.

KEY FINDINGS IMPLICATIONS

v Justin Solomon appointed to enhance Al - Increased focus on Al integration may
in engineering education at MIT. reshape engineering curricula.

v Gamma Al tool simplifies presentation — Al tools could revolutionize content
creation for educators. creation and teaching methodologies.

v MIT OpenCourseWare has reached over — Generation Z's positive outlook on Al
500 million learners globally. may influence future educational trends.

Key Metrics: MIT OpenCourseWare has benefited over 500 million learners.; Gamma
Al streamlines content creation for educators.; Survey ranks top 100 dream colleges
and employers for Gen Z.
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1. Justin Solomon appointed associate dean of engineering

education

Category: Education

Departments: Engineering Education & Leadership, Computer Science, Electrical & Computer
Engineering

Topics: Al in Education, Experiential Learning, Interdisciplinary Teaching, Geometric Data
Processing

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 5 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

Justin Solomon has been appointed as the associate dean of engineering education at MIT,
effective July 1, where he will focus on integrating Al into engineering curricula and
advancing innovative pedagogical approaches. His role will involve collaborating with
academic departments to enhance experiential learning and facilitate interdisciplinary
teaching opportunities, as well as implementing recommendations from the Committee on
Al Use in Teaching, Learning, and Research Training. Solomon, a principal investigator at
MIT's CSAIL and a recognized educator, has contributed significantly to computing
education and research in geometric data processing, with applications across various
domains. His appointment aims to evolve engineering education to address emerging
opportunities and challenges in an Al-enabled context.

2. The Haystack 37m Telescope: A new era of astrophysical
research

Category: Research
Departments: Physics, Computer Science, Engineering Education & Leadership
Topics: Science & Research, Very Long Baseline Interferometry, Supermassive Black Hole

Studies, Asteroid Characterization, Complex Organic Molecules Search

Impact Score: 20.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

The Haystack 37m Telescope at MIT Haystack Observatory has resumed its role in
astronomical research after extensive upgrades, with significant observations made on
December 8, 2025. Utilizing very long baseline interferometry (VLBI), the telescope
contributed to the study of the supermassive black hole M87*, focusing on the structure of
its energetic jet that extends into intergalactic space. This collaboration with the Very Long
Baseline Array and the Greenland Telescope aims to enhance understanding of how
supermassive black holes influence their surrounding galaxies. Additionally, the upgraded
telescope will support various research initiatives, including asteroid characterization and
the search for complex organic molecules, while also providing training opportunities for
students in astronomical research.

https://news.mit.edu/2026/haystack-37m-telescope-new-era-astrophysical-research-0519
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3. Google just redesigned the search box for the first time in

25 years - here's why it matters more than you think.

Category: Applications
Departments: Computer Science, Engineering Education & Leadership
Topics: Multimodal Al, Al-Powered Query Suggestions, Conversational Search Interfaces,

Dynamic Search Box Design

Impact Score: 19.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

Google has announced a significant redesign of its search box, transitioning from a simple
keyword input to a dynamic, Al-driven interface that supports multimodal inputs, including
text, images, PDFs, and videos. This redesign merges the Al Overviews and Al Mode
features into a single, seamless search experience, allowing users to engage in more
complex, conversational queries without navigating between different interfaces. The new
search box will dynamically expand to accommodate longer queries and includes an
Al-powered query suggestion system that assists users in formulating detailed questions.
This update is being rolled out globally across all platforms where Al Mode is available.

https://venturebeat.com/technolo oogle-just-redesigned-the-search-box-for-the-first-time-in-25-ye
ars-heres-why-it-matters-more-than-you-think

4. MIT Asia Real Estate Initiative expands its footprint in

booming Asian cities

Category: Research

Departments: Civil, Environmental & Construction Engineering, Political Science & Public
Administration, Computer Science, Engineering Education & Leadership

Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Sustainable Urban Development, Technological Innovation in
Real Estate, Urban Resilience Strategies

Impact Score: 18.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

The MIT Center for Real Estate (CRE) has launched the MIT Asia Real Estate Initiative (AREI)
to address the challenges posed by rapid urbanization in the Asia-Pacific region, where over
2.2 billion people currently reside in cities. Co-directed by Professor Siqi Zheng and James
Scott, the initiative aims to facilitate collaborative research, education, and industry
engagement focused on sustainable urban development, urban vibrancy, and technological
innovation in real estate. The AREI seeks to leverage MIT's extensive network and expertise
to help urban areas adapt to growth pressures and enhance resilience against
climate-related disasters.

https://news.mit.edu/2026/mit-asia-real-estate-initiative-expands-its-footprint-booming-asia-pacific-citi

es-0519
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5. Despite concerns, Gen Z students are optimistic about Al

Category: Education

Departments: Educational Leadership, Computer Science

Topics: Consumer Al, Al Perception in Education, Career Aspirations and Al, Gen Z Attitudes
towards Al

Impact Score: 18.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

A recent survey has ranked the top 100 dream colleges and preferred employers for
Generation Z, highlighting the values that influence their career decisions, particularly
regarding artificial intelligence (Al). The report provides insights into how Gen Z perceives
Al's role in their future careers and the educational institutions they aspire to attend. This
data reflects the current challenges and considerations young people face as they navigate
their professional paths in a rapidly changing landscape.

https://www.eschoolnews.com/innovative-teaching/2026/05/20/despite-concerns-gen-z-students-are-o

ptimistic-about-ai/

6. How to Use Gamma Al to Create Beautiful Presentations and

Classroom Materials

Category: Education

Departments: Educational Leadership, Engineering Education & Leadership

Topics: Generative Al, Al-Powered Content Creation, Real-Time Layout Generation, Prompt
Engineering

Impact Score: 18.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

Gamma Al is an Al-powered tool designed for educators that generates presentations,
documents, and web pages from text prompts, streamlining the content creation process.
Unlike traditional presentation software, Gamma constructs the entire layout, content, and
visuals in real time based on user specifications. The effectiveness of the tool is highly
dependent on the specificity of the prompts provided; detailed instructions yield more
usable outputs. The platform offers a free plan with 400 credits per month, allowing
educators to explore its capabilities for creating various educational materials.

https://shakeuplearning.com/blog/how-to-use-gamma-ai-to-create-beautiful-presentations-and-classro

om-materials/
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7. A bet that has paid off 500 million times over

Category: Education
Departments: Educational Leadership, Engineering Education & Leadership
Topics: Education Al, Open Educational Resources, Global Learning Impact, Knowledge

Democratization

Impact Score: 17.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 2
Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

MIT's OpenCourseWare (OCW) program celebrated its 25th anniversary at a symposium,
highlighting its significant global impact on education. Launched in 2001, OCW provides free
access to materials from over 2,500 courses, benefiting more than 500 million learners
worldwide. The initiative has inspired similar programs at other institutions and is
recognized in national education strategies and international development efforts. The
event also featured the premiere of a documentary detailing OCW's origins and influence,
underscoring MIT's commitment to openness and the democratization of knowledge.

https://news.mit.edu/2026/bet-has-paid-500-million-times-over-0518

8. Featured video: MIT teachings, free to the world

Category: Education
Departments: Educational Leadership, Engineering Education & Leadership
Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Open Educational Resources, Knowledge Democratization,

Global Education Access

Impact Score: 15.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 2

Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

MIT Open Learning has released a short film titled "The Courage to Be Open: MIT
OpenCourseWare and the Democratization of Knowledge," which examines the inception
and global impact of MIT OpenCourseWare (OCW). Launched in 2001, MIT OCW was the first
initiative by a higher education institution to provide free access to educational resources,
significantly influencing the sharing of knowledge worldwide. The film highlights the vision
behind OCW and its ongoing role in expanding access to education on a global scale.

https://news.mit.edu/2026/featured-video-mit-teachings-free-to-the-world-0522
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9. What U.S. and international classrooms can teach us about

improving math instruction

Category: Education

Departments: Educational Leadership, Teacher Education

Topics: Education Al, Mathematical Reasoning, Instructional Strategies, Comprehension
Enhancement

Impact Score: 15.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 2

Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 1

The article discusses a common challenge in math instruction, where students may excel in
solving complex equations but struggle to articulate the underlying reasoning behind their
methods. It highlights the importance of fostering a deeper understanding of mathematical
concepts rather than solely focusing on procedural proficiency. The author emphasizes the
need for instructional strategies that encourage students to explain their thought processes,
thereby enhancing their comprehension and ability to apply mathematical principles
effectively.

https://www.eschoolnews.com/innovative-teaching/2026/05/18/classrooms-improving-math-instructio

n/

10. VR Gives North Dakota Kids an Early Career Jump Start

Category: Education
Departments: Educational Leadership, Engineering Education & Leadership
Topics: Consumer Al, Virtual Reality Career Exploration, Rural Education Engagement, Career

Awareness Tools

Impact Score: 15.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 2

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

North Dakota has initiated a virtual reality (VR) program aimed at enhancing career
awareness among elementary students, addressing the challenges posed by the state's
rural geography. Funded by a half-million dollar investment from the state legislature, the
program provides VR headsets and career-focused software to schools, allowing students to
explore various professions without the need for extensive travel. The initiative, which
expands on the existing RUReady ND career exploration program, offers 118 modules in
collaboration with local employers, aiming to engage students at an earlier age and
supplement traditional career guidance methods. While the VR technology is not intended
to replace career counselors, it serves as a valuable tool to visualize potential career paths
and identify student interests.
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