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WEEKLY DIGEST: BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Al Adoption Outpaces Data Governance
Preparedness

Recent reports highlight a growing disparity between the rapid adoption of Al
technologies and the readiness of organizations to manage data governance
effectively. While 88% of companies are engaging with Al, only a mere 7% are
deemed 'Al-ready,’' raising concerns about data trust. In parallel, significant
investments in Al-driven fintech solutions, exemplified by Ramp's $750 million
funding round, indicate a strong market appetite for Al-enhanced business
models. Additionally, advancements in Al capabilities, such as MIT's ChartNet for
interpreting charts, signal ongoing innovation in the field.

KEY FINDINGS IMPLICATIONS
v 88% of organizations are using or - Organizations must prioritize data
piloting Al agents. governance to harness Al effectively.

v Only 7% of organizations are considered - Investors are increasingly focused on

'‘Al-ready." fintech companies with Al capabilities.
v Ramp's valuation has surged to $44 - The development of advanced Al models
billion after raising $750 million. will enhance data interpretation and

decision-making.

Key Metrics: 95% of CEOs believe data challenges hinder Al adoption.; Ramp's
valuation tripled within a year to $44 billion.; ChartNet includes over a million diverse
chart images.
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1. Report: Al Is Moving Faster than Data Trust

Category: Business

Departments: Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration, Accounting & Information
Systems

Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Data Governance Challenges, Data Resilience Strategies,

Autonomous Al Systems, Data Security Compliance

Impact Score: 24.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

A report by Veeam reveals that while 88% of organizations are using or piloting Al agents,
only 7% are considered "Al-ready," indicating a significant gap in data governance and
trust. The survey of 600 senior executives found that 95% of CEOs believe data challenges
have hindered Al progress, with only 22% of organizations able to quickly identify the data
used by their Al systems. Veeam emphasizes that as Al adoption accelerates, the focus
must shift from mere implementation to ensuring data security, compliance, and recovery
capabilities. The report highlights the need for improved data resilience strategies to
address the unique challenges posed by autonomous Al systems, which may lead to
data-level failures rather than traditional outages.

https://campustechnology.com/articles/2026/06/03/report-ai-is-moving-faster-than-data-trust.aspx

2. MIT researchers teach Al models to interpret charts

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Electrical & Computer Engineering, Economics & Finance
Topics: Computer Vision, Vision-Language Models, Chart Data Interpretation, Data Extraction

Techniques, Chart Summarization

Impact Score: 23.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 5 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 5
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

Researchers from MIT and the MIT-IBM Computing Research Lab have developed ChartNet,
a comprehensive dataset designed to enhance the capabilities of vision-language models
(VLMs) in interpreting charts. This dataset includes over a million diverse chart images, each
annotated with visual, linguistic, and numerical information, enabling models to better
reason about chart data. When trained on ChartNet, smaller open-source VLMs significantly
outperformed larger commercial models in tasks such as data extraction and chart
summarization. The initiative aims to democratize access to advanced Al tools for
businesses of all sizes, particularly in industries reliant on chart analysis, such as finance.

https://news.mit.edu/2026/mit-researchers-teach-ai-models-to-interpret-charts-0603
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3. Ramp raises $750M at $44B valuation as investors hunger

for fintechs with an Al story

Category: Business
Departments: Accounting & Information Systems, Computer Science, Economics & Finance
Topics: Finance Al, Al-Driven Expense Management, Token Spend Management, Corporate

Procurement Tools

Impact Score: 15.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 2 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

Ramp, a corporate expense management platform, has raised $750 million, increasing its
valuation to $44 billion, nearly tripling within a year. The funding round was led by ICONIQ
and GIC, with participation from several new and existing investors. Ramp reported
annualized revenue exceeding $1 billion and positive free cash flow, with a customer base
growing to over 70,000. The company has expanded its offerings to include Al-driven tools
for expense management, procurement, and token spend management, aiming to help
businesses monitor and control Al-related costs.

https://techcrunch.com/2026/06/04/ramp-raises-750m-at-44b-valuation-as-investors-hunger-for-fintec

hs-with-an-ai-story/

4. Startup Battlefield 200 applications officially close in 3 days

Category: Business
Departments: Computer Science, Marketing, Management & Supply Chain
Topics: Consumer Al, Startup Ecosystem, Equity-Free Funding, Pitch Competitions

Impact Score: 10.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 2 Innovation / Novelty: 1
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 2 Ethical / Policy Implications: 1

The application period for Startup Battlefield 200, a competition for early-stage startups,
closes on June 8, 2023, at 11:59 p.m. PT. Selected startups will have the opportunity to pitch
live at TechCrunch Disrupt 2026 in San Francisco, gaining exposure to investors, media, and
potential partners. The competition offers a chance to win $100,000 in equity-free funding,
alongside benefits such as exhibit space, complimentary passes, and access to
masterclasses. Historically, Startup Battlefield alumni have raised over $32 billion and
achieved significant exits, underscoring the program's impact on startup growth and
visibility.
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