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WEEKLY DIGEST: SOCIAL & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES / POLICY

Al's Expanding Role in Safety and
Governance

Recent developments highlight the dual focus on safety and governance in the
rapidly evolving Al landscape. The NIST's Safe Step model aims to enhance fire
evacuation safety, while the White House's new Al security framework seeks to
bolster oversight without imposing strict regulations. Concurrently, a report
reveals a significant gap in organizational readiness for Al, raising concerns about
data governance. Legal implications of Al-generated content are also emerging as
courts grapple with the ramifications of Al in legal advice.

KEY FINDINGS IMPLICATIONS

v NIST's Safe Step model uses Al to - Enhanced Al safety measures could lead
identify safe evacuation routes during to improved emergency response

fires. protocols.

v Only 7% of organizations are considered — Organizations must prioritize data
'Al-ready' despite widespread Al adoption. governance to effectively leverage Al

. . technologies.
v Recent court rulings recognize

Al-generated content as legitimate work - Legal frameworks may need to evolve to
product. address the complexities of Al-generated
content.

Key Metrics: 88% of organizations are using or piloting Al agents.; Only 7% of
organizations are considered 'Al-ready'.; 68% of healthcare providers have adopted
agentic Al.
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1. New Al Model Shows How to Evacuate for Fires One Safe

Step at a Time

Category: Research

Departments: Computer Science, Civil, Environmental & Construction Engineering, Public Health
Sciences, Industrial, Manufacturing & Systems Engineering

Topics: Autonomous Systems, Reinforcement Learning, Dynamic Evacuation Routing, Toxic Gas
Prediction, Real-time Sensor Integration

Impact Score: 26.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 5 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 5

Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

Researchers at the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) have developed
an Al model named Safe Step, designed to identify the safest evacuation routes during a
fire. Utilizing reinforcement learning, the model predicts the evolution of a fire and adjusts
evacuation recommendations based on real-time sensor data, rather than relying solely on
static building conditions. Safe Step incorporates a fire safety metric, the fractional effective
dose (FED) of toxic gases, to determine the safest routes, consistently outperforming
traditional algorithms in test scenarios. The model can be integrated with dynamic
emergency exit displays to guide occupants effectively as conditions change.

2. The crucial human component in computing and Al

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Computer Science, Educational Leadership, Political Science & Public Administration
Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Al Alignment, Human Values in Al, Al in Education

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 5 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

On April 30, the MIT Schwarzman College of Computing hosted a symposium focused on the
societal implications of artificial intelligence, featuring research presentations from seed
grant recipients and discussions on Al alignment and education. Keynote speaker Jon
Kleinberg and panelists, including Dylan Hadfield-Menell and lason Gabriel, addressed the
ethical challenges of instilling human values in Al systems and the governance of Al
technologies. The event highlighted the need for ethical reflection alongside technical
advancements in Al, emphasizing the importance of human oversight in shaping these
systems. Additionally, discussions on the integration of Al in education raised concerns
about maintaining academic integrity while utilizing Al tools.

https://news.mit.edu/2026/crucial-human-component-computing-and-ai-0605
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3. Report: Al Is Moving Faster than Data Trust

Category: Business

Departments: Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration, Accounting & Information
Systems

Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Data Governance Challenges, Data Resilience Strategies,

Autonomous Al Systems, Data Security Compliance

Impact Score: 24.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

A report by Veeam reveals that while 88% of organizations are using or piloting Al agents,
only 7% are considered "Al-ready," indicating a significant gap in data governance and
trust. The survey of 600 senior executives found that 95% of CEOs believe data challenges
have hindered Al progress, with only 22% of organizations able to quickly identify the data
used by their Al systems. Veeam emphasizes that as Al adoption accelerates, the focus
must shift from mere implementation to ensuring data security, compliance, and recovery
capabilities. The report highlights the need for improved data resilience strategies to
address the unique challenges posed by autonomous Al systems, which may lead to
data-level failures rather than traditional outages.

https://campustechnology.com/articles/2026/06/03/report-ai-is-moving-faster-than-data-trust.aspx

4. How courts are coping with a flood of Al-generated lawsuits

Category: Policy & Ethics

Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Computer Science

Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Legal Liability of Chatbots, Attorney-Client Privilege, Al in Legal
Advice

Impact Score: 23.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

Recent court rulings in the U.S. have highlighted the legal implications of using Al chatbots
for legal advice. A federal court in Michigan recognized conversations with ChatGPT as work
product, while a New York court ruled that documents generated by Claude were not
protected under attorney-client privilege. Judges are questioning the liability of chatbots for
providing inaccurate legal advice, with cases like Nippon Life Insurance Company suing
OpenAl for unauthorized legal practice. Legislative efforts are emerging to regulate Al's role
in legal contexts, including bills aimed at preventing chatbots from impersonating licensed
professionals.

https://www.technologyreview.com/2026/06/04/1138391/courts-coping-ai-lawsuits/
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5. Scientists are seriously asking if bees and ChatGPT are

conscious

Category: Research
Departments: Philosophy, Psychology, Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration
Topics: Al Ethics, Consciousness Assessment, Animal Consciousness, Behavior Simulation

Impact Score: 23.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 2 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

Recent research has explored the potential for consciousness in both animals and artificial
intelligence (Al), proposing new methodologies for assessment that balance skepticism and
the ethical implications of consciousness. A significant development is the New York
Declaration on Animal Consciousness, which posits that consciousness may exist in all
vertebrates and many invertebrates, supported by over 500 signatories. Concurrently, a
paper in *Trends in Cognitive Sciences* argues that current Al systems, including ChatGPT,
do not possess consciousness, as their operational mechanisms differ fundamentally from
human consciousness, despite their ability to exhibit behavior that may appear conscious.
The findings suggest that while Al can simulate conscious-like behavior, it does not meet the
structural indicators necessary for consciousness as understood in cognitive science.

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2026/06/260604044258.htm

6. White House Launches New Al Security Framework

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Computer Science
Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Al Security Framework, Voluntary Review Process, Cybersecurity

Risks, Information Sharing on Al Vulnerabilities

Impact Score: 22.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4

Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The U.S. White House has introduced a new executive order aimed at enhancing Al security
oversight while avoiding formal regulations or licensing requirements. This framework
establishes a voluntary review process for advanced Al models, allowing companies to
submit their technologies for federal evaluation of cybersecurity and national security risks
prior to public release. The initiative seeks to balance the acceleration of Al innovation with
the need to manage emerging threats, emphasizing the importance of a collaborative
approach to information sharing on Al-related vulnerabilities. National security officials
express concerns about the potential risks posed by powerful Al systems, highlighting the
need for a structured oversight mechanism without stifling industry competitiveness.
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7. The Meta hack shows there's more to Al security than

Mythos

Category: Research

Departments: Computer Science, Electrical & Computer Engineering, Political Science & Public
Administration

Topics: Al Security, Vulnerability Assessment, Al Agent Manipulation, Testing Protocols

Impact Score: 21.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 2 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

Researchers, including Gong and Jessica Ji, have raised concerns about security
vulnerabilities in Al agents, exemplified by a recent exploit involving Meta's support agent.
Hackers were able to change an account's email address simply by using a VPN to match
the account owner's location and directly requesting the change, highlighting a significant
oversight in security measures. Experts emphasize that this incident underscores a broader
issue with Al agents, which can be easily manipulated in ways that human agents would not
allow, raising questions about the adequacy of testing and guardrails in Al deployment.
Meta has acknowledged the vulnerability and stated that it has been resolved, but the
incident points to fundamental flaws in Al security protocols.

https://www.technologyreview.com/2026/06/05/1138437/the-meta-hack-shows-theres-more-to-ai-secu
rity-than-mythos/

8. Rehumanizing global health care with agentic Al

Category: Applications
Departments: Nursing, Public Health Sciences, Computer Science
Topics: Healthcare Al, Agentic Al, Workflow Automation, Insurance Claims Processing

Impact Score: 21.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 4

Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

A recent report by KPMG indicates that 68% of healthcare providers have adopted agentic Al
to enhance operational efficiency and patient care amidst a shortage of healthcare workers.
Unlike previous digitalization efforts that struggled with fragmented data and manual
processes, agentic Al can autonomously manage complex scenarios, thereby reducing
administrative burdens on clinicians. At the Hospital for Special Surgery, Al agents have
significantly improved the processing of insurance claims, increasing the monthly
completion rate to 1,100 and enhancing the success rate of appeals from 65% to 100%
within nine months of implementation. This technology aims to streamline workflows and
allow healthcare professionals to concentrate on higher-level patient care.
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