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WEEKLY DIGEST: ARTS, MEDIA & PERFORMANCE

Al Innovations Transforming Creative
Expression and Communication

Recent advancements in Al are reshaping the landscape of arts and media, with
tools like PaperTok enabling users to create engaging videos from research
papers. The integration of Al in typography and literary translation highlights both
the potential and limitations of technology in creative fields. Meanwhile, the
controversy surrounding Amazon's dropped film about OpenAl reflects ongoing
tensions in the industry. As Al continues to evolve, its impact on communication
and artistic expression remains profound.

KEY FINDINGS

v PaperTok allows users to convert
research papers into engaging videos,
addressing misinformation concerns.

v Claude's ability to create illustrations
using SVG code offers a new dimension in
graphic design.

v Amazon's MGM Studios has halted
production on a film about OpenAl,
indicating industry hesitance around Al
narratives.

IMPLICATIONS

— The rise of Al tools could democratize
content creation, making complex
information more accessible.

— Challenges in rendering languages like
Arabic highlight the need for improved Al
solutions in typography.

— The backlash against Al-related projects
may lead to increased scrutiny and
regulation in the creative industries.
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1. Researchers create PaperTok, an Al system that helps users

turn research papers into short, engaging videos

Category: Research
Departments: Educational Leadership, Communication, Computer Science, Political Science & Public
Administration

Topics: Generative Al, Science Communication Strategies, Misinformation Mitigation,
Engagement on Social Media

Impact Score: 26.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 5
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

Researchers from the University of Washington's Prosocial Computing Group identified a
trend where non-scientists were using generative Al to create short science videos on social
media, raising concerns about the potential spread of misinformation due to Al's
inaccuracies. In response, the group aimed to explore strategies that would help scientists
and researchers effectively engage with platforms like TikTok, thereby enhancing the
accuracy and reliability of science communication in these formats.

https://techxplore.com/news/2026-06-papertok-ai-users-papers-short.html

2. DHNow Newsletter, June 24, 2026

Category: Other

Departments: Computer Science, Educational Leadership, Communication

Topics: Generative Al, Al in Digitization, Arabic Typography Rendering, Al and Neutrality of
Numbers

Impact Score: 24.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

This issue of DHNow, curated by Colleen Nugent McLean and Zhihui Zou, features an
interactive discussion on the rendering of Arabic typography on the web and a roundtable
focused on the integration of Al in the digitization of physical collections. Additionally, it
includes a reflection on the challenges of conveying the concept that numbers are not
neutral. The issue also provides calls for papers, job announcements, and opportunities for
early career scholars.
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3. Claude's Hidden Art Skill: Making lllustrations With Code

Category: Applications
Departments: Computer Science, Art
Topics: Generative Al, Scalable Vector Graphics, Editable lllustrations, Graphic Style Generation

Impact Score: 22.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 5

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

The article discusses Claude's capability to create illustrations using Scalable Vector
Graphics (SVG) code, distinguishing it from traditional image generators that rely on
pixel-based outputs. Claude can produce a variety of graphic styles, including minimalist
line art, isometric designs, and icon sets, all generated from plain-English prompts. A key
advantage of Claude's approach is the ability to modify existing illustrations by simply
changing the input text, allowing for precise edits without the need to regenerate the entire
image. This functionality positions Claude uniquely in the realm of Al-generated art,
particularly for applications requiring scalable and editable graphics.

https://www.analyticsvidhya.com/blog/2026/06/claude-image-generation/

4. Editors' Choice: An interactive introduction to the terrific

experience of rendering Arabic typography and its technical
debt

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Art
Topics: Generative Al, Arabic Typography Rendering, Cursive Script Challenges, Digital

Typography Disparities

Impact Score: 18.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 2 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

The article examines the historical challenges of rendering Arabic typography online,
highlighting a specific case where Arabic text was displayed with a ragged left edge despite
being specified as justified. It attributes these issues not to the project's stylesheet but to
the inherent characteristics of Arabic script, which is always cursive. The author traces the
difficulties of representing Arabic typography back over five hundred years, providing a
comprehensive historical context for the ongoing typographic disparities encountered in
digital formats.
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5. Why Amazon Dropped Its OpenAl Movie, Data Center

Workers Fight Back, and Meta Leaks Employee Data

Category: Business
Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Communication, Computer Science
Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Corporate Influence on Media, Tech-Film Industry Intersection,

Investment Impact on Narratives

Impact Score: 17.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 2 Innovation / Novelty: 2
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

Amazon's MGM Studios has dropped the film "Artificial," a biographical drama about OpenAl
and the controversial firing and rehiring of CEO Sam Altman, known as "The Blip." The film,
which features Andrew Garfield as Altman and was nearly completed with a production
budget of $40 million, has faced criticism for its portrayal of Altman, who is depicted
unfavorably. The decision to withdraw the film is seen as influenced by Amazon's significant
financial ties to OpenAl, including a $50 billion investment and a recent $38 billion compute
deal. This situation highlights the growing intersection between the tech and film industries,
raising concerns about how corporate interests may shape media narratives.

https://www.wired.com/story/uncanny-valley-podcast-amazon-mgm-openai-movie-data-center-worker

s-fight-back-meta-leaks-employee-data/

6. The art of literary translation exposes the limits of Al

Category: Other
Departments: Chicano Studies, Languages & Linguistics, Communication, Philosophy
Topics: Natural Language Processing, Literary Translation Challenges, Universal Translator

Development, Cross-Cultural Communication

Impact Score: 17.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 2
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

The article discusses the longstanding aspiration to overcome language barriers, a concept
often explored in science fiction and linguistics. It highlights the historical efforts to create
universal translators and international languages aimed at facilitating communication
across diverse linguistic backgrounds. The piece underscores the significance of these
endeavors in fostering understanding and collaboration among people from different
cultures.

https://techxplore.com/news/2026-06-art-literary-exposes-limits-ai.html
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7. Weekly Highlight: The Digital Press at the University of

North Dakota

Category: Education
Departments: Educational Leadership, Communication, Art
Topics: Digital Humanities, Open Access Publishing, Digital Archaeology, Print-on-Demand

Technologies

Impact Score: 15.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 2
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 1

The Digital Press at the University of North Dakota focuses on publishing peer-reviewed and
popular works, particularly in the field of digital archaeology. It employs digital and
print-on-demand technologies to produce timely publications in the digital humanities and
emphasizes open access for its digital works. Additionally, the press maintains a blog that
offers supplementary information related to its publications.

8. Larry Sanger, a Wikipedia Founder, Is Barred From Editing
on the Site

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Communication
Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Intellectual Diversity, Community Governance, Content Moderation

Impact Score: 11.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 2 Innovation / Novelty: 1
Practical Impact: 2 Interdisciplinary Potential: 2 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

Larry Sanger has been indefinitely barred from the Wikipedia volunteer community following
his submission of a proposal focused on "intellectual diversity." This decision was made
shortly after the proposal was presented, indicating a swift response from the community.
The implications of this action on discussions surrounding intellectual diversity within
Wikipedia remain to be seen.

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/25/business/media/wikipedia-larry-sanger-barred.html
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