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WEEKLY DIGEST: ARTS, MEDIA & PERFORMANCE

Al Art and Ethics Spark Global
Conversations

Recent discussions in the arts and media highlight the evolving landscape of
Al-generated content and its ethical implications. The opening of Dataland, the
world's first museum dedicated to Al art, showcases innovative installations while
raising questions about authorship and originality. Meanwhile, the music industry
is taking steps to label Al-generated content, promoting transparency amidst
growing concerns over copyright. Additionally, Meta's recent Al tool for Instagram
has faced backlash, emphasizing the need for clearer regulations around Al usage
in creative fields.

KEY FINDINGS IMPLICATIONS
v Dataland opens as the first museum - The rise of Al art may challenge
dedicated to Al art. traditional notions of creativity and

v The music industry introduces labels for authorship.

Al-generated content. - Labeling Al-generated content could
lead to greater transparency and trust in

v/ Meta's new Al feature on Instagram ..
W . 9 the music industry.

faced significant backlash.
- Increased scrutiny of Al tools may
prompt stricter regulations on data usage
and copyright protections.

Key Metrics: Over 2,500 individuals studied for communication dynamics research.;
Dataland's inaugural exhibit features 'Machine Dreams: Rainforest.'; Major music
organizations collaborate to establish a standardized labeling system.
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1. Editors' Choice: Conversations about conversational code:

on the collaborative critical code studies reading of ELIZA

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Philosophy, Educational Leadership, Communication
Topics: Al Ethics, Critical Code Studies, Conversational Al Analysis, Human-Machine Interaction,

Cultural Narratives in Al

Impact Score: 26.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 5 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 5

Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

In "Conversations about conversational code," Mark C. Marino and colleagues analyze the
original source code of Joseph Weizenbaum's ELIZA, revealing significant discrepancies
between Weizenbaum's published descriptions and the actual implementation. Their
four-year interdisciplinary study identifies undocumented features, edited conversations,
and the gendered narratives surrounding ELIZA's users, highlighting the program's
theoretical complexity. By framing ELIZA's code as both a technical artifact and a cultural
text, the authors propose a critical code studies model that addresses contemporary
discussions on chatbots, conversational Al, and the ethics of human-machine interaction.

2. A New Experiential Gallery Just Might Change Your Mind
About Al Art

Category: Applications
Departments: Art, Computer Science, Philosophy, Political Science & Public Administration
Topics: Generative Al, Ethical Data Sourcing, Interactive Al Installations, Immersive

Experiences

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 5

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

Refik Anadol, an artist known for his technological installations, has co-founded Dataland,
which claims to be the world's first "museum of Al arts," recently opening in downtown Los
Angeles. The gallery's inaugural exhibit, "Machine Dreams: Rainforest," features interactive
digital displays that respond to visitor movements and biometric data, utilizing an Al system
trained on 5 petabytes of data collected from natural environments. Anadol emphasizes the
ethical sourcing of this data, contrasting Dataland's practices with those of major Al firms
that have faced criticism for unlicensed content use. The project aims to redefine "Al art" by
focusing on environmental responsibility and creating immersive experiences that engage
with the complexities of human-machine relationships.
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https://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/2026/07/conversations-about-conversational-code-on-the-collaborative-critical-code-studies-reading-of-eliza-ai-society-springer-nature-link/
https://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/2026/07/conversations-about-conversational-code-on-the-collaborative-critical-code-studies-reading-of-eliza-ai-society-springer-nature-link/
https://www.wired.com/story/a-new-experiential-gallery-just-might-change-your-mind-about-ai-art/

3. CFP: Digital Humanities Association of Southern Africa

Category: Education

Departments: Communication, Philosophy, Sociology & Anthropology, Educational Leadership

Topics: Digital Humanities, Epistemology in Al, Regionally Situated Practices, Socio-Technical
Futures

Impact Score: 25.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 5
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

The Digital Humanities Association of Southern Africa (DHASA) has announced its fifth
conference, themed "Building the Methodological Commons: Plural Digital Humanities, Al,
and Socio-Technical Futures in Southern Africa." The conference aims to address the
evolution of Digital Humanities from a focus on digitization and computational assistance to
a critical examination of epistemology, infrastructure, and knowledge production in digital
contexts. It highlights the need to challenge Global North-centric narratives in Digital
Humanities and emphasizes the importance of regionally situated practices, particularly
from the Global South.

https://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/2026/07/submission-digital-humanities-association-of-southern-africa

4. The social physics of conversation: Communication patterns

matter

Category: Research

Departments: Communication, Psychology, Educational Leadership, Sociology & Anthropology
Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Group Communication Dynamics, Decentralized Interaction Models,

Idea Flow Analysis

Impact Score: 23.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

Alex Pentland, director of MIT's Human Dynamics Laboratory, conducted extensive research
on group communication dynamics to determine why some teams outperform others. By
equipping over 2,500 individuals with sensors to analyze communication patterns rather
than content, his team identified that the structure of interactions-termed "idea flow"-is a
significant predictor of group success, comparable to intelligence and talent. Three key
dynamics were found to distinguish high-performing groups: energy (frequency and quality
of exchanges), engagement (direct communication among members), and exploration
(gathering diverse perspectives). The research suggests that traditional hierarchical
communication structures can hinder collective intelligence, while a more decentralized,
web-like interaction model enhances creativity and decision-making.

https://andiroberts.com/citizenship/the-social-physics-of-conversation-citizenship-leadershi
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https://andiroberts.com/citizenship/the-social-physics-of-conversation-citizenship-leadership

5. Report: To Go Far, Go Together: Lessons from FORCE2026

and DataCite Connect Singapore

Category: Research
Departments: Educational Leadership, Communication
Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Scholarly Communication, Publication Metadata, Digital

Humanities, Library Science

Impact Score: 21.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 2
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

The article reviews the FORCE2026 conference held at Singapore Management University,
which aimed to enhance scholarly communications and foster collaborations among
researchers. A significant focus was on the role of DataCite, an organization that provides
persistent identifiers for research publications, and how various institutions utilize its
services to improve visibility through publication metadata and licensing. The insights
presented are particularly relevant for digital humanities practitioners, especially in the field
of library science.

https://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/2026/07/to-go-far-go-together-lessons-from-force2026-and-datacite-c

onnect-singapore/

6. How to Prevent Meta From Using Your Instagram Images in

A.l.

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration, Communication
Topics: Generative Al, Copyright Concerns, User Consent in Al, Social Media Integration

Impact Score: 20.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

A new Al image generator has been launched that enables users to create images using
content sourced from public Instagram accounts. This feature allows for the integration of
social media imagery into the generation process, potentially expanding the creative
possibilities for users. The tool emphasizes the use of publicly available images, raising
questions about copyright and user consent in the context of Al-generated content.

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/08/technology/meta-instagram-ai.html
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https://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/2026/07/to-go-far-go-together-lessons-from-force2026-and-datacite-connect-singapore/
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7. Meta Removes A.l. Feature on Instagram After Days of

Backlash

Category: Policy & Ethics

Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Communication, Art

Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Intellectual Property Rights, Privacy Concerns, Creative Industry
Guidelines

Impact Score: 19.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 2
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The new tool, Muse Image, has prompted privacy and copyright concerns from users and
Hollywood agencies. These stakeholders are apprehensive about the implications of the tool
on intellectual property rights and the potential misuse of personal data. The discussions
highlight the need for clearer regulations and guidelines surrounding the use of Al in
creative industries.

8. Music industry launches Al-generated content labels

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Communication, Music, Political Science & Public Administration
Topics: Generative Al, Al Content Labeling, Transparency in Al, Music Industry Standards

Impact Score: 19.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

Major music industry organizations have introduced a labeling system aimed at identifying
content generated by generative artificial intelligence. This initiative seeks to establish a
standardized approach for marking Al-created music, promoting transparency within the
industry. The organizations advocate for widespread adoption of this labeling system to
inform consumers and stakeholders about the nature of the content.
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https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/10/technology/meta-muse-images-instagram-removal.html
https://techxplore.com/news/2026-07-music-industry-ai-generated-content.html

9. Weekly Highlight: Journal of the Digital Humanities

Association of Southern Africa (DHASA)

Category: Research

Departments: Computer Science, Sociology & Anthropology, Philosophy, Communication, Educational
Leadership

Topics: Digital Humanities, Interdisciplinary Collaboration, Open-Access Publishing, Research

Visibility, Humanities and Al Integration

Impact Score: 19.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 2 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

The Journal of the Digital Humanities Association of Southern Africa (DHASA) serves as a
peer-reviewed open-access platform for disseminating research in the digital humanities. It
aims to connect scholars from diverse fields, including the humanities, social sciences, and
computer sciences, within Southern Africa. The journal highlights the research contributions
of its members and other scholars, thereby enhancing the visibility of digital humanities
scholarship in the region.

https://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/2026/07/weekly-highlight-journal-of-the-digital-humanities-associatio
n-of-southern-africa-dhasa/

10. The 'absolute magic' of Morse code that still connects

people globally

Category: Research
Departments: Communication, Electrical & Computer Engineering
Topics: Generative Al, Long-Distance Communication, Morse Code Applications, Simple

Encoding Techniques

Impact Score: 15.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 2
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 1

The article describes an experiment in long-distance communication using Morse code,
initiated from a hill near Bristol. Researchers sent a message asking if anyone was listening,
which was successfully received by an individual located thousands of miles away. This
interaction demonstrates the feasibility of remote communication using simple encoding
methods, highlighting the potential for such techniques in various applications.

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cwye0dlzgejo
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