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WEEKLY DIGEST:​ HUMANITIES &​ CULTURAL STUDIES

AI Transforms Cultural Heritage and Artistic
Expression
Recent developments in the intersection of AI and the humanities highlight a
transformative era for cultural heritage and artistic expression.​ From the
digitization of Renaissance texts to the establishment of the world's first museum
dedicated to AI art, these initiatives showcase the potential of technology to
reshape our understanding of history and creativity.​ Additionally, conferences
and journals are emerging to foster discussions on the socio-​technical
implications of AI in the humanities, emphasizing the need for collaborative
methodologies.​ As these trends evolve, they signal a significant shift in how we
engage with cultural artifacts and narratives.

KEY FINDINGS

✓ Mark C. Marino's analysis reveals
discrepancies in ELIZA's code versus
Weizenbaum's descriptions.

✓ Dataland, the first museum of AI arts,
opened with an exhibit titled 'Machine
Dreams: Rainforest.'

✓ The Source Library project aims to
digitize and translate Renaissance texts
using AI tools.

IMPLICATIONS

→ The integration of AI in cultural studies
may democratize access to historical texts.

→ AI art exhibitions could redefine public
perceptions of creativity and authorship.

→ Conferences like DHASA's may lead to
new collaborative frameworks in digital
humanities.

Key Metrics: Dataland's inaugural exhibit features AI-​generated art.​; The Source
Library project focuses on Renaissance texts, many of which remain unread.​; DHASA's
fifth conference emphasizes plural methodologies in digital humanities.

Page 1



1. Editors' Choice: Conversations about conversational code:
on the collaborative critical code studies reading of ELIZA

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Philosophy, Educational Leadership, Communication
Topics: AI Ethics, Critical Code Studies, Conversational AI Analysis, Human-​Machine Interaction,

Cultural Narratives in AI

Impact Score: 26.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 5 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

In "Conversations about conversational code," Mark C.​ Marino and colleagues analyze the
original source code of Joseph Weizenbaum's ELIZA, revealing significant discrepancies
between Weizenbaum's published descriptions and the actual implementation.​ Their
four-​year interdisciplinary study identifies undocumented features, edited conversations,
and the gendered narratives surrounding ELIZA's users, highlighting the program's
theoretical complexity.​ By framing ELIZA's code as both a technical artifact and a cultural
text, the authors propose a critical code studies model that addresses contemporary
discussions on chatbots, conversational AI, and the ethics of human-​machine interaction.
https:​/​/​digitalhumanitiesnow.​org/​2026/​07/​conversation​s-​about-​conversational-​code-​on-​the-​collaborati
ve-​crit​ical-​code-​studies-​reading-​of-​eliza-​ai-​society-​spring​er-​nature-​link/

2. A New Experiential Gallery Just Might Change Your Mind
About AI Art

Category: Applications
Departments: Art, Computer Science, Philosophy, Political Science &​ Public Administration
Topics: Generative AI, Ethical Data Sourcing, Interactive AI Installations, Immersive

Experiences

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 3 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

Refik Anadol, an artist known for his technological installations, has co-​founded Dataland,
which claims to be the world's first "museum of AI arts," recently opening in downtown Los
Angeles.​ The gallery's inaugural exhibit, "Machine Dreams:​ Rainforest," features interactive
digital displays that respond to visitor movements and biometric data, utilizing an AI system
trained on 5 petabytes of data collected from natural environments.​ Anadol emphasizes the
ethical sourcing of this data, contrasting Dataland's practices with those of major AI firms
that have faced criticism for unlicensed content use.​ The project aims to redefine "AI art" by
focusing on environmental responsibility and creating immersive experiences that engage
with the complexities of human-​machine relationships.
https:​/​/​www.​wired.​com/​story/​a-​new-​experiential-​gallery-​just-​might-​change-​your-​mind-​about-​ai-​art/
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3. CFP: Digital Humanities Association of Southern Africa

Category: Education
Departments: Communication, Philosophy, Sociology &​ Anthropology, Educational Leadership
Topics: Digital Humanities, Epistemology in AI, Regionally Situated Practices, Socio-​Technical

Futures

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 4

The Digital Humanities Association of Southern Africa (DHASA) has announced its fifth
conference, themed "Building the Methodological Commons:​ Plural Digital Humanities, AI,
and Socio-​Technical Futures in Southern Africa.​" The conference aims to address the
evolution of Digital Humanities from a focus on digitization and computational assistance to
a critical examination of epistemology, infrastructure, and knowledge production in digital
contexts.​ It highlights the need to challenge Global North-​centric narratives in Digital
Humanities and emphasizes the importance of regionally situated practices, particularly
from the Global South.
https:​/​/​digitalhumanitiesnow.​org/​2026/​07/​submission-​digital-​humanities-​association-​of-​southern-​africa
/

4. Editors' Choice: Most of the Renaissance Has Never Been
Read. Source Library Is Opening It.

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Educational Leadership, Philosophy, History
Topics: Digital Humanities, AI Translation Tools, Optical Character Recognition, Historical

Document Accessibility, Multilingual Text Digitization

Impact Score: 23.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 5 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 3

The Source Library project, initiated by Derek Lomas, aims to digitize and translate
Renaissance-​era texts originally written in Latin and other languages using AI translation
tools.​ By employing optical character recognition (OCR) and machine translation, the project
enhances accessibility to historical documents that previously required specialized
knowledge to interpret.​ The translated texts are available for free on the Source Library
website, serving as a valuable resource for digital humanities practitioners.
https:​/​/​digitalhumanitiesnow.​org/​2026/​07/​most-​of-​th​e-​renaissance-​has-​never-​been-​read-​source-​library
-​is-​​opening-​it/
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5. Weekly Highlight: Journal of the Digital Humanities
Association of Southern Africa (DHASA)

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Sociology &​ Anthropology, Philosophy, Communication, Educational

Leadership
Topics: Digital Humanities, Interdisciplinary Collaboration, Open-​Access Publishing, Research

Visibility, Humanities and AI Integration

Impact Score: 19.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 3 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 3
Practical Impact:​ 2 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 2

The Journal of the Digital Humanities Association of Southern Africa (DHASA) serves as a
peer-​reviewed open-​access platform for disseminating research in the digital humanities.​ It
aims to connect scholars from diverse fields, including the humanities, social sciences, and
computer sciences, within Southern Africa.​ The journal highlights the research contributions
of its members and other scholars, thereby enhancing the visibility of digital humanities
scholarship in the region.
https:​/​/​digitalhumanitiesnow.​org/​2026/​07/​weekly-​high​light-​journal-​of-​the-​digital-​humanities-​associatio
n-​o​f-​southern-​africa-​dhasa/

6. Tool: Australian National Corpus

Category: Research
Departments: Chicano Studies, Languages &​ Linguistics, Communication
Topics: Natural Language Processing, Linguistic Resource Accessibility, Data Commons

Integration, Australian English Corpus

Impact Score: 15.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 2 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 2
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 3 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 1

The Australian National Corpus (AusNC), a discovery service for Australian English text and
multimedia, was managed by Griffith University from 2012 until its decommissioning in
mid-​2023.​ Following this, the AusNC data has been made accessible as individual collections
through the Language Data Commons of Australia (LDaCA) data portal.​ This transition aims
to provide continued access to valuable linguistic resources for researchers and readers
interested in Australian English.
https:​/​/​digitalhumanitiesnow.​org/​2026/​07/​ldaca/
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7. Teaching The Odyssey

Category: Education
Departments: English, Philosophy, Educational Leadership
Topics: AI Ethics, Gender Role Analysis, Historical Contextualization, Critical Engagement

Techniques

Impact Score: 11.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 1 Educational Value:​ 2 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 2
Practical Impact:​ 1 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 3 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 2

Emily Wilson, a professor of Classical Studies at the University of Pennsylvania, has
contributed to the upcoming film adaptation of The Odyssey by Christopher Nolan, utilizing
her acclaimed 2018 translation, the first complete version by a woman.​ In her teaching,
Wilson critiques the common approach of framing The Odyssey through Joseph Campbell's
"hero's journey," arguing it limits the exploration of the poem's broader themes and
character interactions.​ She emphasizes the importance of discussing the poem's historical
context and the alien nature of its themes, particularly regarding gender roles, which often
provoke strong reactions from modern students.​ Wilson encourages deep engagement with
these themes to foster critical discussions about the text's relevance and implications in
contemporary society.
https:​/​/​www.​techlearning.​com/​learning/​classroom/​teaching-​the-​odyssey
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