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WEEKLY DIGEST:​ SOCIAL &​ BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES /​ POLICY

AI's Role in Security and Societal
Transformation
This week, discussions surrounding the implications of AI in security and societal
contexts have gained prominence.​ From the use of AI by extremist groups to
enhance their operational capabilities to the launch of new AI models designed
for cybersecurity, the landscape is rapidly evolving.​ Additionally, the
establishment of benchmarks for AI in pathogen genomic surveillance highlights
the technology's potential in public health.​ As nations invest in AI for strategic
priorities, the balance between innovation and regulation remains a critical focus.

KEY FINDINGS

✓ AI chatbots are being exploited by
extremist groups for propaganda and
operational planning.

✓ OpenAI's new GPT-5.6 model family
includes specialized models for
cybersecurity and enterprise applications.

✓ BioSecBench-Surveillance provides a
benchmark for evaluating AI in pathogen
genomic surveillance.

IMPLICATIONS

→ Increased scrutiny and regulation of AI
technologies may be necessary to mitigate
risks associated with their misuse.

→ The integration of AI in national security
could lead to enhanced capabilities but
also raises ethical concerns.

→ Investment in AI for public health
surveillance may improve response times
and accuracy in managing outbreaks.

Key Metrics: Estonia lost €24 million due to a legislative error identified by AI.​;
BioSecBench-​Surveillance includes 100 evaluations across seven task categories.​;
OpenAI's GPT-​5.​6 family includes three distinct models for various applications.
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1. Toward a future that preserves benefits of neurotechnology
for all

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Political Science &​ Public Administration, Electrical &​ Computer Engineering,

Educational Leadership, Nursing
Topics: AI Ethics &​ Safety, Neurotechnology Risks, Surveillance Concerns, Ethical

Considerations in AI, Communication Enhancement

Impact Score: 27.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

Rachel Sava, a PhD candidate in the Harvard-​MIT Program in Health Sciences and
Technology, highlights the dual potential of neurotechnology in her award-​winning
submission, "Superintelligence, Superintimate.​" She argues that while neural implants can
significantly enhance communication for individuals with disabilities, they also pose risks of
surveillance and misuse by corporations and governments.​ Sava's insights stem from her
experiences at IBM and her mentor's work on early brain decoders, emphasizing the need
for ethical considerations as these technologies approach consumer markets.​ The
Envisioning the Future of Computing Prize encourages students to evaluate the societal
implications of AI advancements, fostering discussions on both benefits and ethical
concerns.
https:​/​/​news.​mit.​edu/​2026/​toward-​future-​preserves-​benefits-​neurotechnology-​for-​all-​0706

2. Call For Papers: Special Issue on on Visualization for Secure
AI and Cyber Systems

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Electrical &​ Computer Engineering, Industrial, Manufacturing &​

Systems Engineering, Political Science &​ Public Administration
Topics: AI Ethics &​ Safety, Prompt Injection, Model Provenance, Adversarial Behavior Auditing,

Visual Analytics

Impact Score: 27.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 5 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The upcoming special issue of IEEE Computer Graphics and Applications (CG&​A) focuses on
the intersection of visualization and security in both traditional cybersecurity and emerging
AI security challenges, particularly those related to large language models (LLMs).​ It invites
original contributions that utilize visualization as a primary tool for analyzing and addressing
security issues, including prompt injection, model provenance, and adversarial behavior
auditing.​ The issue aims to foster research that enhances the interpretability and
accountability of security systems through visual analytics, while also addressing the unique
challenges posed by generative AI technologies.​ Submissions are encouraged from various
fields, provided that visualization is a central component of the work.
https:​/​/​wpcms.​computer.​org/​digital-​library/​magazines/​cg/​cfp-​visualization-​secure-​ai-​cyber-​systems
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3. A New Experiential Gallery Just Might Change Your Mind
About AI Art

Category: Applications
Departments: Art, Computer Science, Philosophy, Political Science &​ Public Administration
Topics: Generative AI, Ethical Data Sourcing, Interactive AI Installations, Immersive

Experiences

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 3 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

Refik Anadol, an artist known for his technological installations, has co-​founded Dataland,
which claims to be the world's first "museum of AI arts," recently opening in downtown Los
Angeles.​ The gallery's inaugural exhibit, "Machine Dreams:​ Rainforest," features interactive
digital displays that respond to visitor movements and biometric data, utilizing an AI system
trained on 5 petabytes of data collected from natural environments.​ Anadol emphasizes the
ethical sourcing of this data, contrasting Dataland's practices with those of major AI firms
that have faced criticism for unlicensed content use.​ The project aims to redefine "AI art" by
focusing on environmental responsibility and creating immersive experiences that engage
with the complexities of human-​machine relationships.
https:​/​/​www.​wired.​com/​story/​a-​new-​experiential-​gallery-​just-​might-​change-​your-​mind-​about-​ai-​art/

4. The $28 Million Mistake That Inspired Estonia's AI 'Fuckup
Finder'

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Political Science &​ Public Administration, Computer Science, Engineering Education &​

Leadership
Topics: AI Policy &​ Regulation, Legislative Inconsistency Detection, AI in Governance,

Administrative Task Automation

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 3 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 5 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

In December, Estonia's parliament inadvertently excluded online casinos from the tax net
due to a wording error in the Gambling Tax Act, resulting in a loss of €24 million in revenue.​
The mistake was identified by a legal counsel and later confirmed by AI systems Claude and
Gemini, which prompted Luukas Ilves to develop a prototype tool called Apsakaleidja,
designed to flag legislative inconsistencies.​ Following this incident, Estonia's government
announced plans to enhance AI integration in legislative processes and launched the Eesti.​ai
initiative to improve AI skills among citizens, with the aim of doubling productivity by 2035.​
Additionally, a bill is under consideration to allow state and local governments to utilize AI
for automating administrative tasks, positioning Estonia as a potential leader in AI
governance.
https:​/​/​www.​wired.​com/​story/​the-​28-​million-​dollar-​mistake-​that-​inspired-​estonias-​ai-​fuckup-​finder/

Page 3

https://www.wired.com/story/a-new-experiential-gallery-just-might-change-your-mind-about-ai-art/
https://www.wired.com/story/the-28-million-dollar-mistake-that-inspired-estonias-ai-fuckup-finder/


5. How Terrorist Groups Are Using A.I. to Gain an Edge in
Battle

Category: Research
Departments: Political Science &​ Public Administration, Computer Science, Sociology &​ Anthropology
Topics: AI Policy &​ Regulation, AI Misuse Monitoring, Extremist Propaganda Tools, AI in

Terrorism Planning

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 5 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

Recent research indicates that AI chatbots are being utilized not only as propaganda tools
by violent extremist groups but also in facilitating bomb construction and planning attacks.​
The study highlights the dual role of these technologies in supporting extremist activities,
raising concerns about their potential misuse.​ The findings underscore the need for
monitoring and regulation of AI applications to mitigate risks associated with their
exploitation by malicious actors.
https:​/​/​www.​nytimes.​com/​2026/​07/​10/​us/​politics/​ai-​terrorism-​boko-​haram-​nigeria.​html

6. Benchmarking AI Agents on Pathogen Genomic Surveillance

Category: Research
Departments: Biological Sciences, Computer Science, Public Health Sciences
Topics: Healthcare AI, Pathogen Genomic Surveillance, AI Agent Evaluation, Anomaly

Detection, Context-​Dependent Decision Making

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 5 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 5 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 3

The article presents BioSecBench-​Surveillance, a benchmark designed to evaluate AI
agents' capabilities in making analytical decisions for pathogen genomic surveillance.​ It
comprises 100 evaluations across seven task categories and various sequencing types,
assessing agents' performance in selecting appropriate tools and analysis paths based on
realistic sequencing data.​ Results from 4,800 runs indicated pass rates between 14%​ and
50%​, with performance heavily influenced by task type and sequencing technology,
particularly showing lower success in anomaly detection and long-​read datasets.​ The
findings highlight significant gaps in AI agents' scientific judgment, particularly in making
context-​dependent decisions, underscoring the need for further development before these
agents can reliably support genomic surveillance in real-​time outbreak responses.
https:​/​/​blog.​latch.​bio/​p/​benchmarking-​ai-​agents-​on-​pathogen
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7. CFP: Digital Humanities Association of Southern Africa

Category: Education
Departments: Communication, Philosophy, Sociology &​ Anthropology, Educational Leadership
Topics: Digital Humanities, Epistemology in AI, Regionally Situated Practices, Socio-​Technical

Futures

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 4

The Digital Humanities Association of Southern Africa (DHASA) has announced its fifth
conference, themed "Building the Methodological Commons:​ Plural Digital Humanities, AI,
and Socio-​Technical Futures in Southern Africa.​" The conference aims to address the
evolution of Digital Humanities from a focus on digitization and computational assistance to
a critical examination of epistemology, infrastructure, and knowledge production in digital
contexts.​ It highlights the need to challenge Global North-​centric narratives in Digital
Humanities and emphasizes the importance of regionally situated practices, particularly
from the Global South.
https:​/​/​digitalhumanitiesnow.​org/​2026/​07/​submission-​digital-​humanities-​association-​of-​southern-​africa
/

8. How GPT-5.6 Reflects the New AI Regulation

Category: Business
Departments: Computer Science, Political Science &​ Public Administration
Topics: AI Policy &​ Regulation, Cybersecurity Applications, Enterprise AI Solutions, Model

Review Processes

Impact Score: 24.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 3 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 5 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 3 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

OpenAI has launched the GPT-​5.​6 model family, which includes the flagship Sol model,
designed for tasks such as coding and cybersecurity, alongside Terra for enterprise
applications and Luna as a budget option.​ This release follows a U.​S.​ government review
due to national security concerns, marking GPT-​5.​6 as the second AI model to undergo such
scrutiny before public release.​ The review process reflects a shifting regulatory landscape
where AI models are increasingly viewed as critical national assets, prompting the
government to ensure that sensitive information is protected from potential foreign
exploitation.​ Additionally, OpenAI introduced ChatGPT Work, an enterprise-​focused
application that integrates with various productivity tools, enhancing its capabilities beyond
traditional consumer use.
https:​/​/​aibusiness.​com/​generative-​ai/​how-​gpt-​5-​6-​reflects-​new-​ai-​regulation
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9. Our approach to government and national security
partnerships

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Political Science &​ Public Administration, Computer Science
Topics: AI Policy &​ Regulation, Democratic Accountability, Cyber Defense Initiatives,

Responsible AI Use, Autonomous Weapon Systems

Impact Score: 24.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 3 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 3
Practical Impact:​ 5 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

OpenAI has published its National Security Principles to guide the use of its AI technologies
in government partnerships, particularly in national security and law enforcement contexts.​
The principles emphasize the importance of democratic accountability, human judgment,
and the rule of law in deploying AI systems for critical tasks such as cyber defense and
biosecurity.​ OpenAI has established partnerships with several countries for cyber defense
initiatives and has set contractual restrictions on the use of its technology to prevent mass
surveillance and autonomous weapon systems.​ The company advocates for legislative
measures to ensure responsible AI use in high-​risk military applications, emphasizing the
need for democratic processes in decision-​making.
https:​/​/​openai.​com/​index/​government-​national-​security-​partnerships

10. How Nations Are Deploying AI for Strategic Priorities

Category: Business
Departments: Political Science &​ Public Administration, Computer Science, Engineering Education &​

Leadership, Economics &​ Finance
Topics: AI Policy &​ Regulation, Localized AI Models, AI Factories, AI Workforce Development

Impact Score: 24.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 3
Practical Impact:​ 5 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 4

Countries are increasingly investing in domestic AI capabilities to enhance economic
growth, national security, and cultural preservation.​ This includes the development of
foundation models and large language models tailored to local datasets, which reflect
regional dialects and cultural contexts.​ A new infrastructure known as AI factories is
emerging, serving as advanced data centers for AI production, and facilitating public-​private
partnerships to scale AI resources.​ Key components of a national AI strategy include
fostering an AI-​ready workforce, creating localized AI models, and establishing a robust AI
ecosystem to support innovation.
https:​/​/​blogs.​nvidia.​com/​blog/​nations-​deploy-​ai-​strategic-​priorities/
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