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Addressing Safety Risks of Generative AI in
Education
Recent advancements in generative AI have raised significant safety concerns,
particularly regarding child sexual abuse material (CSAM).​ Researchers from MIT
have developed a new auditing technique to assess the risks posed by
AI-​generated content.​ A global report by Qoria emphasizes the dual nature of
generative AI in education, highlighting both its potential benefits and the urgent
need for protective measures.​ As AI continues to integrate into various sectors,
ensuring the safety of vulnerable populations, especially children, remains a
critical priority.

KEY FINDINGS

✓ MIT researchers created a novel auditing
technique for generative AI models to
assess CSAM risks.

✓ Qoria's report underscores the potential
of generative AI to enhance educational
efficiency while posing safety risks.

✓ Older adults are often excluded from AI
development discussions, risking the
creation of systems that do not consider
their needs.

IMPLICATIONS

→ Educational institutions must adopt
robust auditing techniques to mitigate
risks associated with AI-generated content.

→ There is a pressing need for inclusive
decision-making processes in AI
development to address the needs of all
demographics.

→ Countries like France and Germany are
exploring technological sovereignty to
reduce reliance on foreign AI technologies.
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1. New method aims to keep kids safe from illegal
AI-generated content

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Political Science &​ Public Administration, Educational Leadership
Topics: AI Ethics &​ Safety, CSAM Detection, Model Auditing Techniques, Internal

Representation Analysis

Impact Score: 28.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 5 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 5 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

Researchers, including Associate Professor Ashia Wilson and graduate student Vinith
Suriyakumar from MIT, have developed a novel auditing technique to assess whether
generative AI models can produce child sexual abuse material (CSAM) without generating
illegal content.​ Collaborating with MIT's Healthy ML Lab and the nonprofit Thorn, the method
analyzes the internal representations of models to identify adaptations that enable harmful
outputs, achieving 100%​ accuracy in detecting CSAM-​capable models.​ This approach
provides a scalable solution for platforms hosting open-​source models and law enforcement,
addressing a significant gap in AI safety measures.​ The findings were presented at the
"Trustworthy AI for Good" workshop at the International Conference on Machine Learning.
https:​/​/​news.​mit.​edu/​2026/​new-​method-​keeps-​kids-​safe-​from-​illegal-​ai-​generated-​content-​0713

2. Summer Prep To Protect Your School From AI-Enabled
Explicit Content

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Educational Leadership, Computer Science, Counseling and Special Education
Topics: AI Ethics &​ Safety, Child Safety Measures, AI-​Enabled Grooming Tactics, Generative AI

in Education

Impact Score: 26.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 5 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 3
Practical Impact:​ 5 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

A global report by Qoria highlights the dual nature of generative AI in education,
emphasizing both its potential to enhance administrative efficiency and the significant
safety risks it poses, particularly concerning child sexual abuse material (CSAM).​ The report
reveals that a substantial majority of school leaders in the U.​S.​, U.​K.​, and Australia express
concern over the use of AI by adults to groom students, with approximately one-​third of
respondents reporting monthly incidents involving explicit content among students aged 11
to 13.​ Despite these alarming findings, many schools lack adequate preparation and
prevention measures, with over 30%​ of leaders unfamiliar with modern online grooming
tactics.​ The report advocates for targeted safety training for teachers to better equip them
in recognizing and responding to AI-​related threats.
https:​/​/​www.​techlearning.​com/​technology/​ai/​summer-​p​rep-​to-​protect-​your-​school-​from-​ai-​enabled-​exp
licit-​​content
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3. The risk of weather data sabotage is rising

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Political Science &​ Public Administration, Engineering Education &​

Leadership
Topics: AI Ethics, Weather Data Integrity, AI-​Driven Forecasting, Data Manipulation Detection

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 5 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

Recent concerns have emerged regarding the reliability of weather observations due to
potential manipulation, exemplified by an incident at Paris Charles de Gaulle Airport where
temperature readings were artificially inflated.​ While current monitoring systems can detect
isolated tampering, they struggle with coordinated manipulations across multiple stations,
which could undermine the integrity of data-​driven weather forecasting models.​
Researchers at ECMWF are investigating the feasibility of generating high-​quality forecasts
directly from raw observations, bypassing traditional data assimilation processes.​ This shift
towards AI-​driven methods promises enhancements in forecasting accuracy and efficiency
but also raises significant risks associated with the absence of human oversight.
https:​/​/​www.​technologyreview.​com/​2026/​07/​17/​1140622/​weather-​data-​sabotage/

4. Q&A;: Neural transparency and the future of AI design

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Engineering Education &​ Leadership, Political Science &​ Public

Administration
Topics: AI Ethics &​ Safety, Neural Transparency, User Understanding, AI Behavior Visualization

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 5 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 3 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 4

MIT Media Lab researchers, led by Assistant Professor Pat Pataranutaporn, have developed
a tool called "neural transparency" that allows users to visualize the inner workings of an
AI's neural network prior to interaction.​ This innovation aims to enhance user understanding
of AI behavior, addressing concerns about the unpredictability of personalized AI
companions.​ The findings will be presented at the ACM Conference on Intelligent User
Interfaces (IUI 2026) in Cyprus.
https:​/​/​techxplore.​com/​news/​2026-​07-​neural-​transparency-​future-​ai.​html
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5. Editors' Choice: Mozilla AI at Internet Archive Europe:
Owning Your AI Stack

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Computer Science, Political Science &​ Public Administration, Educational Leadership
Topics: AI Ethics, Cloud Infrastructure Vulnerability, Data Curation Risks, Digital Humanities

Applications

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 3
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The article discusses a conversation between researchers from Mozilla AI and Internet
Archive Europe regarding the reliance on cloud-​based computing infrastructure in digital
humanities.​ It highlights the vulnerability of these systems, particularly in light of significant
outages, such as the AWS incident in October 2025, which underscores the concentration of
control among a few major companies.​ The authors emphasize the necessity for data
curators to critically assess the benefits, risks, and ethical implications of utilizing cloud
infrastructure as they increasingly engage with born-​digital materials.
https:​/​/​digitalhumanitiesnow.​org/​2026/​07/​mozilla-​ai-​at-​internet-​archive-​europe-​owning-​your-​ai-​stack/

6. AI Isn't Smarter Than a Baby-Yet

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Psychology, Educational Leadership
Topics: Multimodal AI, Vision Language Models, EgoBabyVLM Challenge, Infant Learning

Mechanisms

Impact Score: 24.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 5 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 3

Researchers from Meta, Stanford University, the University of Tokyo, and École Normale
Supérieure have introduced the EgoBabyVLM Challenge, which evaluates how well vision
language models (VLMs) can interpret the world as infants do, using a dataset of
approximately a thousand hours of video recorded from babies' perspectives.​ The results
indicate that current AI models struggle significantly with this realistic and unstructured
data, highlighting a fundamental difference in learning mechanisms between AI and human
infants.​ This challenge aims to inspire the development of AI systems that mimic the
efficient, multimodal learning processes observed in babies, suggesting that existing
models may require more than just language-​based training to achieve similar
understanding of the physical world.
https:​/​/​www.​wired.​com/​story/​ai-​isnt-​smarter-​than-​a-​baby-​yet/
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7. When AI Enters the Architecture Design Loop, What Counts
as a Contribution?

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Engineering Education &​ Leadership
Topics: Generative AI, Agentic Design Approaches, AI Contribution Standards, AI-​Assisted

Architectural Claims

Impact Score: 24.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 4

At the 53rd ISCA conference, discussions highlighted the increasing integration of AI into
architectural design processes, marking a shift from peripheral conversations to central
themes in the field.​ Two workshops focused on agentic design approaches, emphasizing the
need for a shared framework to document and evaluate AI-​assisted architectural claims.​ As
AI-​generated designs proliferate, there is a pressing need to clarify what constitutes a
contribution in this context, including the roles of the AI agent, the design process, and the
evidence accompanying results.​ The growing body of research underscores the importance
of establishing standards for evidence to facilitate comparison and validation across
different research groups.
https:​/​/​www.​sigarch.​org/​when-​ai-​enters-​the-​architecture-​design-​loop-​what-​counts-​as-​a-​contribution/

8. The Quest for 'Technological Sovereignty' in Europe (and
Why It's So Hard)

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Political Science &​ Public Administration, Computer Science, Engineering Education &​

Leadership
Topics: AI Policy &​ Regulation, Technological Sovereignty, Strategic Investment in AI, European

AI Development

Impact Score: 23.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 3 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 3
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

France and Germany are seeking to reduce their dependence on the United States and
China for critical technologies, including artificial intelligence.​ The two countries are
evaluating strategic areas for investment and development to enhance their technological
autonomy.​ This initiative reflects a broader goal of strengthening European capabilities in
key sectors amid global competition.
https:​/​/​www.​nytimes.​com/​2026/​07/​16/​world/​europe/​digital-​autonomy-​ai.​html
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9. Wherever AI is heading next, older people want a say

Category: Research
Departments: Political Science &​ Public Administration, Social Work, Educational Leadership
Topics: AI Ethics, Inclusive AI Design, User-​Centric AI Development, Older Adult Engagement

Impact Score: 23.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 3
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

A recent study highlights the exclusion of older adults from the decision-​making processes
surrounding the development of artificial intelligence technologies.​ The research indicates
that this demographic is often overlooked, which may lead to AI systems that do not
adequately address their needs or preferences.​ The findings suggest a need for more
inclusive practices in AI design to ensure that the perspectives of older individuals are
considered.​ This could enhance the relevance and usability of AI applications for this age
group.
https:​/​/​techxplore.​com/​news/​2026-​07-​ai-​older-​people.​html

10. This AI tool doesn't just speak languages-it invents them

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Educational Leadership, Chicano Studies, Languages &​ Linguistics
Topics: Natural Language Processing, Linguistic Innovation, Language Generation,

Computational Linguistics

Impact Score: 23.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 3

Recent advancements in artificial intelligence have demonstrated its ability to not only
translate between existing languages but also to generate entirely new languages.​ This
capability highlights the potential of AI in linguistic innovation and communication.​ The
findings suggest that AI can facilitate the development of novel linguistic structures, which
may have implications for fields such as computational linguistics and language learning.
https:​/​/​techxplore.​com/​news/​2026-​07-​ai-​tool-​doesnt-​languages.​html
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