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WEEKLY DIGEST: BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Businesses Grapple with Al Integration and

Cost

The increasing integration of Al in businesses is transforming the way companies
operate, from automating tasks to assuming leadership roles. However, this shift
also brings challenges, such as managing Al costs and ensuring effective
implementation. As Al technology advances, companies are exploring new ways
to leverage its potential, from enhancing investment decisions to revolutionizing
private markets. The growing demand for Al has also sparked concerns about the

industry's overall expenditure.

KEY FINDINGS

v 16.8% of work-related messages and
43.5% of occupation-specific messages
involve tasks associated with another
occupation.

v 25% of Al spending is wasted,
highlighting the challenge of managing Al
costs at scale.

v India's mobile app market generated a
record $345 million in consumer spending

during Q2, up 35% from the previous year.

IMPLICATIONS

- As Al assumes more significant roles in
businesses, there may be a need for new
management structures and leadership
models.

- Companies will need to develop
strategies to effectively manage Al costs
and ensure a return on investment.

- The increasing demand for Al may lead
to a shortage of skilled professionals,
creating opportunities for education and
training programs.

Key Metrics: 16.8% (work-related messages involving tasks associated with another
occupation); 43.5% (occupation-specific messages involving tasks associated with
another occupation); 25% (Al spending that is wasted); $345 million (India's mobile
app market consumer spending in Q2); 35% (year-over-year growth in India's mobile
app market); 69% (increase in Amazon's capital expenditures due to Al investment);

$11.5B (EU funding for Al gigafactories)
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1. How Al is expanding what people do at work

Category: Research

Departments: Computer Science, Sociology & Anthropology, Economics & Finance, Industrial,
Manufacturing & Systems Engineering, Psychology

Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Task Crossover Analysis, Occupational Al Adoption, Workforce
Impact Assessment

Impact Score: 22.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

A new study analyzing over 800,000 messages from US ChatGPT users found that 16.8% of
work-related messages and 43.5% of occupation-specific messages involve tasks associated
with another occupation. This phenomenon, termed "task crossover," suggests that Al is
changing not only how work is done, but also who performs specific tasks. The study found
that nearly half of occupation-specific Al use crosses job boundaries, with certain
occupations such as customer experience workers, designers, and marketers frequently
"borrowing" tasks from other roles. The findings have implications for understanding the
impact of Al on the workforce and the division of labor.

https://openai.com/index/how-ai-is-expanding-what-people-do-at-work

2. Rethinking how Al supports investment decisions

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Economics & Finance
Topics: Finance Al, Al Decision Support, Prediction Accuracy

Impact Score: 21.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

Researchers from Pusan National University and international collaborators published two
studies examining the relationship between Al prediction accuracy and investment
decision-making in finance. The studies investigated whether more accurate Al predictions
lead to better investment decisions. The findings suggest that this may not necessarily be
the case. The research provides insights into the limitations of Al in finance.

https://techxplore.com/news/2026-07-rethinking-ai-investment-decisions.html
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3. When the Code Becomes the CEO: Why Your Next Manager

Might Be a Decentralized Agentic Loop

Category: Business

Departments: Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration, Economics & Finance,
Philosophy

Topics: Enterprise Al, Autonomous Systems, Decentralized Agentic Loops, Al Leadership

Impact Score: 18.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 2 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

The article discusses the potential future of management in companies, where Al systems
may assume leadership roles. In this vision, autonomous agents could manage businesses,
operating as decentralized agentic loops that exist solely in digital space. The author argues
that current Al systems are not yet capable of running a business autonomously and
identifies gaps in the current Al stack that need to be addressed. The article explores the
implications of this shift and what needs to be built to enable Al systems to take on
management roles.

https://towardsdatascience.com/when-the-code-becomes-the-ceo-why-your-next-manager-might-be-a-

decentralized-agentic-loop/

4. 1 Went from Rising Senior to Teacher. Here's What | Learned

Category: Education

Departments: Educational Leadership, Economics & Finance, Computer Science, Teacher Education,
Engineering Education & Leadership

Topics: Al in Education, Simulated Learning Environments, Intelligent Tutoring Systems

Impact Score: 18.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 1

A high school student created a free economics program for middle school students, using
simulations built with artificial intelligence to teach economic concepts through sports
management scenarios. The program combines slide lessons, discussions, and simulations,
and has been tested with two online classes of 30 students. The simulations, which allow
students to make decisions and experience the consequences, were found to be most
effective when followed by discussions, where students defended their choices and engaged
in economic reasoning. The program's approach was observed to increase student
engagement and motivation by making economic concepts relevant and interactive.

https://edsurge.com/news/i-went-from-rising-senior-to-teacher-heres-what-i-learned
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5. Al Arrives in the Private Markets Business

Category: Business

Departments: Computer Science, Accounting & Information Systems, Economics & Finance, Industrial,
Manufacturing & Systems Engineering

Topics: Enterprise Al, Generative Al, Multimodal Al, Automation in Finance

Impact Score: 15.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 2 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

F2, a private markets platform vendor, aims to transform the private equity financing and
private credit industries by leveraging Al technology to automate manual data processing
tasks. The company's platform uses generative Al models from Anthropic, Google, and
OpenAl to standardize and clean multimodal data, reducing the need for human labor. F2's
goal is to accelerate the growth of the private markets economy by configuring client
platforms with institutional knowledge and providing instant data access. The platform
utilizes model context protocols (MCPs) to enable communication between F2's agents and
clients' agents for various private markets tasks.

https://aibusiness.com/generative-ai/ai-arrives-private-markets-business

6. EU Pledges $11.5B for Seven Al Gigafactories

Category: Policy & Ethics

Departments: Electrical & Computer Engineering, Computer Science, Industrial, Manufacturing &
Systems Engineering, Political Science & Public Administration, Economics & Finance

Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Al Infrastructure Development, High-Performance Computing

Impact Score: 12.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 0 Educational Value: 1 Innovation / Novelty: 1
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

The European Commission has launched a funding program to establish up to seven Al
gigafactories across Europe, aiming to expand access to computing power for training and
running advanced Al models. The program will provide $11.5 billion in public funding,
potentially attracting at least $23 billion in private investment. The gigafactories will provide
computing capacity to Al startups, businesses, researchers, and public authorities, and will
be procured in part through a joint agreement with the European High-Performance
Computing Joint Undertaking. The facilities are expected to become operational within 18
months of contract signing, with successful bidders to be named in early 2027.
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7. India is starting to pay for apps, not just download them

Category: Business
Departments: Computer Science, Economics & Finance
Topics: Generative Al, Consumer Al, Al Monetization Strategies

Impact Score: 12.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 2 Innovation / Novelty: 1

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 1

India's mobile app market generated a record $345 million in consumer spending during Q2,
up 35% from the previous year, driven by growth in generative Al, streaming, and
productivity apps. The country's app revenue saw its fastest growth globally, with revenue
per download more than doubling over the past three and a half years. Generative Al apps,
such as ChatGPT and Claude, accounted for a significant share of India's Al app revenue,
with ChatGPT estimated to generate around $60,000 per day in the country. India's app
market is evolving rapidly, with growing willingness to pay for digital services and increasing
adoption of digital payments.

https://techcrunch.com/2026/07/31/india-is-starting-to-pay-for-apps-not-just-download-them

8. Siri Al could come with a paywall for power users

Category: Business

Departments: Computer Science, Electrical & Computer Engineering, Political Science & Public
Administration, Economics & Finance

Topics: Consumer Al, Al Pricing Models, Virtual Assistant Upgrades

Impact Score: 11.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 0 Educational Value: 1 Innovation / Novelty: 2
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 2 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

Apple CEO Tim Cook announced that the company's upcoming Siri Al upgrade may include
paywalled limits, with users able to purchase additional compute via iCloud+ subscriptions.
The new Siri Al is currently available in the iOS 17 beta and is planned for broader release
this fall. Cook's comments suggest that Apple will offer a tiered model for Siri Al, similar to
other Al providers like Anthropic and OpenAl. The company has been working to revamp
Siri, which has lagged behind competitors, and has faced challenges including a delayed
rollout and a class-action lawsuit.
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9. Prompt: Enterprises Grapple With Cost of Al Scale

Category: Business

Departments: Computer Science, Electrical & Computer Engineering, Industrial, Manufacturing &
Systems Engineering, Accounting & Information Systems, Economics & Finance

Topics: Enterprise Al, Al Cost Management, Sustainable Al Deployments, Al Infrastructure
Optimization

Impact Score: 10.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 2 Innovation / Novelty: 1
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 2 Ethical / Policy Implications: 1

A recent report by Harness found that 25% of Al spending is wasted, highlighting the
growing challenge of managing Al costs at scale. The report, based on a survey of 700
FinOps and engineering leaders, revealed that over half of organizations lack a dedicated
owner for Al costs, making it difficult to track spending and identify waste. The findings
suggest that enterprises are shifting from deploying Al to ensuring sustainable and
cost-effective deployments, with a focus on managing token consumption and ROI. This shift
is reflected in a broader trend of enterprises prioritizing Al cost management and
infrastructure execution.

https://aibusiness.com/generative-ai/prompt-next-enterprise-ai-controlling-cost-of-scale

10. Big Tech's A.l. Spending Keeps Rising. So Do the Jitters.

Category: Business
Departments: Computer Science, Economics & Finance
Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Enterprise Al, Al Hardware

Impact Score: 10.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 0 Educational Value: 2 Innovation / Novelty: 0
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 2 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

Amazon's capital expenditures increased by 69% due to a significant investment in artificial
intelligence. This surge in spending is part of a larger trend among tech giants, which has
raised concerns about the industry's overall expenditure. The increase in capital
expenditures suggests a substantial commitment to Al development. The trend has sparked
concerns about the sustainability of such spending.
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