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WEEKLY DIGEST: SOCIAL & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES / POLICY

Balancing Al Innovation and Responsible
Use

The rapid advancement of Al technology has brought about both exciting
innovations and pressing concerns. Researchers are working to address biases in
Al evaluators, develop more accessible sign language translation tools, and
navigate the shifting landscape of academic research. Meanwhile, there are
growing calls for responsible Al use, including proposals for national guidelines in
K-12 classrooms and increased cybersecurity measures. As Al becomes more
pervasive, stakeholders are grappling with how to harness its potential while
mitigating risks.

KEY FINDINGS IMPLICATIONS
v Large Language Models (LLMs) used as - The increasing reliance on Al evaluators
evaluators exhibit biases, including will require more robust methods for

position bias and verbosity bias, which can detecting and mitigating bias.

lead to unfair assessments. . .
- As Al becomes more integrated into

v Researchers have developed a daily life, there will be growing demand for
sign-language-to-text translation model accessible and inclusive Al-powered tools.
that enables real-time sign language
translation, with applications in Google's
Gboard and Live Transcribe.

- Policymakers and educators will need to
work together to establish guidelines and
standards for Al use in education.

v Student leaders are proposing national

guidelines for the use of Al in K-12

classrooms, highlighting the need for

responsible Al education.

Key Metrics: 171% increase in cloud-conscious cybercrime activity; 2026 Threat
Hunting Report by CrowdStrike; June executive order by President Donald Trump on
frontier Al models
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1. Why You Shouldn't Always Trust LLMs as Judges:

Understanding Bias in Automated Evaluation

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration, Philosophy, Psychology
Topics: Large Language Models, Bias Mitigation, Evaluation Metrics, Fairness in Al

Impact Score: 23.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

Researchers have identified biases in Large Language Models (LLMs) used as evaluators,
which can lead to unfair assessments. The biases, including position bias and verbosity bias,
arise from the models' training on human-written text and tendency to rely on priors rather
than evidence. Specifically, LLMs are prone to favoring answers based on their position or
length, rather than quality, particularly when evaluating comparable answers. These
findings suggest that LLMs should not be trusted as sole judges in evaluation tasks.

https://www.analyticsvidhya.com/blog/2026/08/why-you-shouldnt-trust-llm-judges

2. Putting sign language Al into users' hands

Category: Applications
Departments: Computer Science, Communication, Speech, Language & Hearing Sciences,
Occupational Therapy, Counseling and Special Education

Topics: Natural Language Processing, Sign Language Translation, Real-time Translation,
Multimodal Interaction

Impact Score: 22.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

Researchers have developed a sign-language-to-text (SL2T) translation model that enables
real-time sign language translation. The model powers sign-to-text dictation in Google's
Gboard and Live Transcribe, initially supporting American Sign Language (ASL) to English.
This technology allows Deaf users to interact with their devices using sign language,
enabling features such as web searching, messaging, and task execution. The SL2T model is
being integrated into consumer products, with additional languages and devices to be
supported in the future.
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3. Al professors are negotiating the new realities of academic

research

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration
Topics: Large Language Models, Academic Research Challenges, Bias in Language Models,

Specialized Al Applications

Impact Score: 20.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 2
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

The Al research landscape is shifting, with large language models driving the field and
private companies like Anthropic and OpenAl dominating the cutting edge. University
researchers face challenges in accessing the necessary computational resources and data
to conduct research on these models, limiting their ability to study and advance the field. As
a result, many researchers are focusing on areas unlikely to be addressed by private
companies, such as studying bias in language models or developing specialized Al tools for
applications like climate change. This shift is changing the landscape of academia, with
some researchers taking leave from universities to join private labs and others expressing
concerns about the future of human researchers in fields like mathematics.

https://www.technologyreview.com/2026/08/10/1141597/ai-professors-are-negotiating-the-new-realiti

es-of-academic-research/

4. On Al Policy, Students Have Plenty to Say

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Educational Leadership
Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Al Literacy, Transparency in Al

Impact Score: 19.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 2

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

Student leaders from across the US gathered at the America's Youth Al Festival to propose
national guidelines for the use of artificial intelligence (Al) in K-12 classrooms. The students
drafted a multi-faceted bill that includes provisions for transparency, literacy, and security,
aiming to inspire adult leaders to develop similar policies. The proposed policy, known as
the STUDENTS First Act, will be presented to 10,000 member districts for further discussion
and debate. The goal is to create clear and consistent Al policies that reflect the
experiences and priorities of students themselves.
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5. Cybersecurity Researchers: Al Has Crossed into the Live

Attack Chain

Category: Research

Departments: Computer Science, Electrical & Computer Engineering, Public Health Sciences, Political
Science & Public Administration

Topics: Cyber Security, Al in Malware Development, Adversarial Al Use, Al Credential Theft

Impact Score: 18.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 2

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

According to a report by Check Point Research, Al has become an active component of live
cyberattacks, moving beyond its role as a force multiplier for attackers. Al is being used for
reconnaissance, malware development, vulnerability research, and intrusion support,
lowering the barrier for cybercriminals and enabling less-skilled attackers to execute
advanced techniques. The report identifies three main ways attackers access Al capabilities:
abusing commercial Al models, stealing Al credentials, and using self-hosted open-source
models. This shift poses a new security challenge for enterprises adopting Al internally, as it
creates potential attack surfaces.

https://campustechnology.com/articles/2026/08/12/cybersecurity-researchers-ai-has-crossed-into-the-I
ive-attack-chain.aspx

6. Report: Cloud Crime on the Rise as Attackers Exploit Trust

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration, Mathematical Sciences
Topics: Cyber Security, Al Misuse, Large Language Models Security, Threat Intelligence,

Al-generated Attacks

Impact Score: 18.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 2

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

According to CrowdStrike's 2026 Threat Hunting Report, cloud-conscious cybercrime activity
increased by 171% as attackers targeted cloud credentials, computing resources, and large
language models. Attackers are exploiting trusted identities and services, including Al tools,
to gain unauthorized access to cloud and software-as-a-service environments. The report
also found that Al is being used by adversaries to produce malicious commands and tools,
and that Al infrastructure is being targeted for theft and disruption. Additionally,
Al-generated activity is increasing the volume and speed of signals that defenders must
investigate, with Al agent-triggered detection leads appearing at 2.5 times the rate of
human-triggered leads.

https://campustechnology.com/articles/2026/08/12/report-cloud-crime-on-the-rise-as-attackers-exploit
-trust.aspx
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7. Universitas Gadjah Mada, Indosat and NVIDIA Open

Indonesia's First University Al Center to Develop Local Al
Talent

Category: Education

Departments: Computer Science, Public Health Sciences, Electrical & Computer Engineering,
Industrial, Manufacturing & Systems Engineering

Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Healthcare Al, Enterprise Al

Impact Score: 18.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

The Indonesian government has launched the country's first university-based Al technology
center, the UGM Indosat NVIDIA Al Technology Center (NVAITC), in collaboration with
Indosat Ooredoo Hutchison, NVIDIA, and Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM). The center aims to
develop Al solutions addressing Indonesia's national priorities, including healthcare,
agriculture, and natural disaster response. Powered by NVIDIA's Al platform and Indosat's
GPU-as-a-service platform, the center will provide researchers and students with access to
enterprise-grade computing and Al software. Initial projects include an Al-powered
electronic screening technology for tuberculosis and other applications.

8. Assessment After Al: Designhing Student Work to Show Real
Thinking

Category: Education

Departments: Educational Leadership, Teacher Education, Engineering Education & Leadership,
Counseling and Special Education, Computer Science

Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Assessment Design, Al-generated Content Detection

Impact Score: 17.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

The increasing availability of artificial intelligence (Al) in education is challenging traditional
assessment methods, as Al can generate work that students submit. To address this,
educators are shifting towards assessments that make students' thinking more visible,
requiring them to explain their decisions, reflect on their process, and defend their thinking.
This approach involves moving beyond product-only assessments and incorporating
checkpoints, such as providing artifacts from their work and explaining their choices. By
doing so, educators can gain a deeper understanding of students' learning and content
retention.

https://www.techlearning.com/technology/ai/assessment-after-ai-designing-student-work-to-show-real

-thinking
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9. Tech Visionary Says the Big Al Labs Don't Get What People

Want

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration
Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Open-source Al, Frontier Model Security

Impact Score: 16.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 2
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

Tim O'Reilly, a prominent tech figure, advocates for open-source Al to promote a future
where Al benefits the masses, rather than just a few large corporations. He argues that
open-source Al should encompass not only model weights but also the entire Al system
stack, enabling users and designers to have control and freedom. O'Reilly believes that big
labs' focus on large models is misguided and that open-source Al can facilitate widespread
innovation and diffusion of Al technology throughout society. He also suggests that
open-source Al may mitigate security risks associated with frontier models.

10. White House Intros Classified Cybersecurity Review for
Frontier Al Models

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Computer Science
Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Frontier Al Model Evaluation, Classified Cybersecurity

Benchmarking, Al Risk Assessment

Impact Score: 15.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 2 Innovation / Novelty: 2
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

The White House has introduced a voluntary framework for testing the cybersecurity
capabilities and risks of advanced artificial intelligence (Al) models, known as "frontier Al
models." This framework, born from a June executive order by President Donald Trump,
allows developers to provide the federal government with early access to models for
evaluation using a classified benchmarking process. The evaluations will be conducted by
government agencies before the models are made widely available, with the goal of
assessing their cybersecurity capabilities and risks. The framework's classified nature has
raised concerns about transparency, fairness, and security.

https://campustechnology.com/articles/2026/08/12/white-house-intros-classified-cybersecurity-review-
for-frontier-ai-models.aspx
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