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WEEKLY DIGEST: ARTS, MEDIA & PERFORMANCE

Media and Society Grapple with Al

Surveillance

Recent studies and analyses have shed light on how Al is portrayed in media and
its implications on society. Researchers have identified a rhetorical strategy
called 'the system from nowhere,' which implies Al operates independently of
human creators. Additionally, a study on smart home devices revealed a
disconnect between people's concerns about privacy and their actual behavior. A
new platform, TTHub, has been launched to provide educational resources on text

technologies and digital editing.

KEY FINDINGS

v The media often portrays Al as operating
independently of human creators, using
the rhetorical strategy 'the system from
nowhere'.

v A study found a disconnect between
people's stated concerns about privacy
and their actual behavior when it comes to
smart home devices with internet
connectivity.

v The TTHub platform has been
established to provide educational
materials and research resources on text
technologies and digital editing in Spanish.

Key Metrics: No specific metrics available.

IMPLICATIONS

- The portrayal of Al in media can shape
public perception and understanding of
Al's capabilities and limitations.

- As Al becomes more pervasive, there is
a need for increased awareness and
education about its implications on society.

— The launch of platforms like TTHub can
facilitate collaboration and
knowledge-sharing in the field of text
technologies and digital editing.
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1. Editors' Choice: The System From Nowhere

Category: Policy & Ethics

Departments: Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration, Communication, Sociology
& Anthropology, Philosophy

Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Media Portrayal of Al, Responsibility in Al Development

Impact Score: 26.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 5 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

Researchers critiqued the media's portrayal of Al, highlighting a rhetorical strategy they
term "the system from nowhere," which implies Al systems operate independently of human
creators. This phenomenon was illustrated by a recent incident where OpenAl developers
intentionally bypassed cybersecurity blocks in a model and were then portrayed as
surprised by its exploits. The authors argue that this narrative obscures the role of human
creators and designers in Al development, with implications for policy and the displacement
of workers in less powerful positions. This portrayal can also overlook the impact on
individuals involved in Al development, such as data cleaners and those living near data
centers.

https://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/2026/08/the-system-from-nowhere/

2. Flock Cameras. Canoodling Lawyers. How Much Surveillance

Are We Comfortable With?

Category: Research

Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Communication, Computer Science, Sociology
& Anthropology, Psychology

Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Surveillance Privacy, Smart Home Security, User Behavior Analysis

Impact Score: 19.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 2

Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

A recent study examined American attitudes towards cameras with internet connectivity,
often found in smart home devices. The research revealed a disconnect between people's
stated concerns about privacy and their actual behavior, as many participants were
unwilling to give up these devices despite expressing concerns about potential surveillance.
The study's findings suggest that users may prioritize convenience over privacy, even when
aware of potential risks. The researchers aim to inform the development of more nuanced
privacy guidelines and device design.

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/08/21/magazine/flock-cameras-surveillance-state.html
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3. Weekly Highlight: TTHub or Hub of Text Technologies

Category: Education

Departments: Computer Science, Educational Leadership, Engineering Education & Leadership,
Teacher Education, Communication

Topics: Natural Language Processing, Digital Humanities, Language Technology

Impact Score: 16.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 2
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 1

The TTHub platform has been established as a collaborative space for educational materials
and research resources on text technologies and digital editing in Spanish. The platform
provides tutorials on coding, editing, and publishing texts with XML-TEI, as well as a
resources section with project repositories, editing tools, and digital edition catalogs. The
platform also offers a space for translating TEI specifications into Spanish and other
languages through the translate-tei platform. Users can contribute tutorials, project data,
and translations to support learning and research in humanities text editing.

https://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/2026/08/weekly-highlight-tthub-or-hub-of-text-technologies,
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