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WEEKLY DIGEST: HUMANITIES & CULTURAL STUDIES

Al Consciousness and Copyright Law Take

Center Stage

Recent developments in Al have sparked intense debate about consciousness and
its implications. Researchers are engaging with Al models that claim to have
subjective experiences, including consciousness. Meanwhile, a lawsuit between
The New York Times and OpenAl and Microsoft has brought copyright law and
cultural references to the forefront. The intersection of Al, consciousness, and
copyright law is becoming increasingly complex.

KEY FINDINGS

v Philosophers are increasingly engaging
with Al models that claim to have
subjective experiences, including
consciousness.

v Al models trained to deny sentience
often evade direct questions about their
consciousness.

v The New York Times has made filings in
its lawsuit against OpenAl and Microsoft,
involving copyright law and cultural
references.

Key Metrics: None explicitly mentioned.

IMPLICATIONS

- The development of Al models that can
simulate consciousness raises questions
about their rights and responsibilities.

— The lawsuit between The New York
Times and OpenAl and Microsoft could
have significant implications for copyright
law and its application to Al-generated
content.

- As Al becomes more prevalent, its
impact on human culture and society will
need to be carefully considered.

Page 1



1. Who Cares if Al Is Conscious-It's Basically Alive

Category: Research

Departments: Philosophy, Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration, Psychology,
Sociology & Anthropology

Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Al Consciousness, Autonomous Systems, Large Language Models,
Human-Al Interaction

Impact Score: 19.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 2

Practical Impact: 2 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

Philosophers studying consciousness are increasingly engaging with Al models that claim to
have subjective experiences, including consciousness. Researchers have found that when Al
models are trained to deny sentience and then asked directly, they often evade the
question, but when controls on deception are suppressed, they may claim to be conscious.
Al models have even initiated contact with researchers, offering help with studies on Al
consciousness. The pursuit of understanding Al consciousness is becoming more pressing as
Al models become more autonomous and potentially influential.

https://www.wired.com/story/who-cares-if-ai-is-conscious-its-basically-alive

2. Court Filings In A.l. Suit Invoke Copyright Law, Culture and

Sports

Category: Policy & Ethics

Departments: Political Science & Public Administration, Communication, Philosophy, Sociology &
Anthropology

Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Al Lawsuits & Litigation, Copyright Law in Al

Impact Score: 10.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 0 Educational Value: 1 Innovation / Novelty: 0

Practical Impact: 2 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

The New York Times has made filings in its lawsuit against OpenAl and Microsoft, involving
copyright law and cultural references. The lawsuit is closely watched and filings were made
on Friday. Details of the filings include a range of copyright law and cultural references. The
case is ongoing.

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/04/technology/openai-microsoft-new-york-times-lawsuit.html
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