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AI Safety and Ethics Spark Growing
Concerns
A dominant theme across recent articles is the growing concern over AI safety
and ethics.​ Prominent AI researcher Timnit Gebru criticizes the focus on solving
complex math problems as a distraction from actual risks.​ Several researchers
have quit their positions at Google DeepMind and Anthropic due to concerns over
recursive self-​improvement in AI development.​ OpenAI is seeking guidance on
whether an industry-​wide slowdown on frontier AI development would be legal
under antitrust laws.

KEY FINDINGS

✓ Timnit Gebru argues that the focus on
solving math problems distracts from
actual AI risks and serves company
interests.

✓ Several AI researchers have quit Google
DeepMind and Anthropic due to concerns
over recursive self-improvement in AI
development.

✓ OpenAI has sought guidance from
Congress on the legality of coordinating an
industry-wide slowdown on frontier AI
development under antitrust laws.

IMPLICATIONS

→ The AI industry may face increased
regulatory scrutiny over safety and ethics
concerns.

→ Companies may need to balance
innovation with transparency and
accountability in AI development.

→ The debate over AI safety and ethics
may lead to changes in how AI research is
conducted and funded.

Key Metrics: 25 Fields Medal-​winning mathematicians signed an open letter warning
about AI labs threatening mathematical research integrity.​; $1 million question:​ a
benchmark used to claim AI breakthroughs.​; Number of researchers who quit Google
DeepMind and Anthropic:​ at least 2 (Rishub Jain and Jacob Coxon).
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1. One of AI's Fiercest Critics Says All the Doom Talk Is 'Meant
to Distract Us'

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Computer Science, Political Science &​ Public Administration, Philosophy, Sociology &​

Anthropology
Topics: AI Ethics &​ Safety, Responsible AI Development, Research Transparency

Impact Score: 19.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 2 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 1
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

Timnit Gebru, a prominent AI researcher, criticizes the focus on solving math problems, like
the $1 million question, as a way for companies like OpenAI to claim AI breakthroughs and
advance their interests.​ Gebru argues that this focus distracts from the actual harms the
tech industry might perpetuate and that the field's emphasis on certain disciplines, like
math and programming, is misguided.​ The current state of AI research is marked by
cutthroat competition, particularly with companies preparing for IPOs, which hinders
collaborative research and allows press releases to influence policymaking.​ Gebru also
rejects the phrase "safety and alignment" and suggests that warnings of AI-​related doom
may be a distraction from more pressing concerns.
https:​/​/​www.​wired.​com/​story/​one-​of-​ais-​fiercest-​c​ritics-​says-​all-​the-​doom-​talk-​is-​meant-​to-​distract-​​us/

2. Why So Many AI Researchers Think the Machines Could Kill
Everyone

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Computer Science, Political Science &​ Public Administration, Philosophy, Psychology
Topics: AI Ethics &​ Safety, Recursive Self-​Improvement, AI Alignment

Impact Score: 19.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 2 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 1
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

Several AI researchers, including Rishub Jain and Jacob Coxon, have quit their positions at
Google DeepMind and Anthropic due to concerns over the potential risks of recursive
self-​improvement in AI development.​ This approach aims to enable AI to improve itself
indefinitely, but researchers worry it could lead to loss of control and dire consequences,
including human extinction.​ Some researchers, such as Nate Soares, argue that aligning AI
with human values may not be achievable, and that the industry's focus on developing more
powerful AI poses significant risks.​ The concerns have intensified following recent advances
in AI capabilities and security incidents involving AI systems.
https:​/​/​www.​wired.​com/​story/​why-​so-​many-​ai-​researchers-​think-​the-​machines-​could-​kill-​everyone/
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3. OpenAI's feud with mathematicians is only escalating

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Philosophy, Political Science &​ Public Administration, Sociology &​

Anthropology
Topics: AI Ethics &​ Safety, Mathematical AI Verification, AI Research Integrity, Explainable AI in

Math

Impact Score: 16.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 2 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 1
Practical Impact:​ 2 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 4

Twenty-​five Fields Medal-​winning mathematicians signed an open letter warning that AI labs
are threatening the integrity of mathematical research by rushing to solve famous problems
without proper verification, attribution, or communication with the broader mathematical
community.​ The letter argues that AI-​conceived solutions must be understood and
developed by human mathematicians to be valuable.​ The mathematicians express concerns
that the use of AI models in research may incentivize secrecy and threaten the culture of
open research.​ This letter follows a similar declaration, the Leiden Declaration, which offers
recommendations for mathematicians, institutions, and policymakers.
https:​/​/​techcrunch.​com/​2026/​09/​11/​openais-​feud-​with-​mathematicians-​is-​only-​escalating/

4. Who Questions What Works: When Should We Retest Our
Assumptions?

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Philosophy, Psychology, Sociology &​ Anthropology
Topics: AI Ethics &​ Safety, Assumption Testing, Model Interpretability, Data Science

Methodology

Impact Score: 15.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 2 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 1
Practical Impact:​ 2 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 3

The scientific method in data science involves formulating hypotheses, testing them, and
deciding whether evidence supports them, but it is unclear how often assumptions behind
successful models are retested.​ A successful model can become part of the lens through
which reality is interpreted, and past success can make it difficult to reconsider
assumptions.​ The article explores the possibility that models and methods may be adapted
without changing the underlying understanding of the problem, citing examples such as
Kodak and Moody's.​ This can occur when an organization adapts to change but remains
bounded by existing assumptions, potentially leading to constraints on future innovation.
https:​/​/​towardsdatascience.​com/​who-​questions-​what-​works-​when-​should-​we-​retest-​our-​assumptions/
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5. OpenAI Wants to Know if an AI Industry Slowdown Would
Even Be Legal

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Political Science &​ Public Administration, Computer Science, Economics &​ Finance,

Philosophy
Topics: AI Policy &​ Regulation, Antitrust Law Compliance, AI Safety Coordination, Frontier AI

Development, AI Industry Collaboration

Impact Score: 14.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 0 Educational Value:​ 2 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 0
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

OpenAI has sought guidance from Congress on whether coordinating an industry-​wide
slowdown on frontier AI development would be legal under antitrust laws.​ The company's
chief scientist has advocated for coordination to slow down future development to ensure AI
safety, but legal scholars warn that such efforts may violate the Sherman Antitrust Act.​ A
bipartisan bill has been introduced to permit AI labs to coordinate on security and safety
work without risking antitrust violations, but its passage is uncertain.​ Industry leaders have
differing opinions on AI development and safety, which may hinder collaboration on slowing
down AI development.
https:​/​/​www.​wired.​com/​story/​openai-​wants-​to-​know-​if-​an-​ai-​industry-​slowdown-​would-​even-​be-​legal/
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