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WEEKLY DIGEST:​ HUMANITIES &​ CULTURAL STUDIES

Navigating Moral Status in AI Discourse
This week's articles delve into the complex moral landscape surrounding artificial
intelligence.​ Adrianna de Ruiter critiques the gatekeeping tendencies in defining
AI's moral status, while the concept of cognitive colonization raises concerns
about AI's impact on human reasoning.​ Additionally, Magnani's Eco-​Cognitive
Computationalism emphasizes the importance of cultural context in
understanding computation.​ The discourse culminates in an exploration of moral
hijacking scenarios, particularly through a utilitarian lens, highlighting the
potential consequences of granting moral status to AI.

KEY FINDINGS

✓ De Ruiter argues that anchoring AI's
moral status in intrinsic properties serves
as gatekeeping.

✓ Cognitive colonization threatens human
cognitive autonomy and traditional
reasoning methods.

✓ Utilitarian frameworks may be
compromised by moral hijacking scenarios
involving AI.

IMPLICATIONS

→ Reevaluating moral frameworks may be
necessary as AI evolves.

→ Cultural context should be integrated
into AI development and deployment.

→ Addressing cognitive colonization is
crucial for preserving human autonomy.
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1. Dangerous gatekeeping

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Philosophy, Political Science &​ Public Administration, Computer Science
Topics: AI Ethics &​ Safety, Relational Ethics, Moral Status Determination, Cultural Perspectives

in AI

Impact Score: 26.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

In her essay "Dangerous Liaisons," Adrianna de Ruiter critiques the tendency to anchor AI's
moral status in intrinsic properties such as consciousness or sentience, arguing that this
approach serves as a form of gatekeeping rather than providing clarity.​ She advocates for
relational ethics, which emphasizes the importance of social, technological, and ecological
relationships in determining moral status, rather than solely focusing on inherent traits.​ De
Ruiter contends that relational ethics reveal the complexities of moral life and highlight how
technologies mediate relationships and influence moral judgments.​ This perspective
challenges the limitations of property-​based ethics, which often reflect a Western-​centric
view and overlook diverse cultural understandings of moral worth.
https:​/​/​link.​springer.​com/​article/​10.​1007/​s00146-​025-​02843-​4

2. The silent empire

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Philosophy, Political Science &​ Public Administration, Educational Leadership
Topics: AI Ethics, Cognitive Colonization, Critical Thinking Diminishment, Knowledge

Preservation Strategies

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The article presents a critical examination of the phenomenon termed "cognitive
colonization," where artificial intelligence (AI) is seen as systematically undermining human
cognitive autonomy and traditional modes of reasoning.​ It argues that AI's integration into
various aspects of life leads to a reliance on machine-​generated outputs, resulting in
diminished critical thinking and memory retention.​ The author outlines a framework for
understanding the stages of this colonization, which includes seduction, normalization,
assimilation, ejection, and paralysis, ultimately positing that AI's influence transforms the
human mind into a passive receptor of information rather than an active site of inquiry and
creativity.​ The piece calls for strategic resistance to this trend to preserve diverse forms of
knowledge and cognitive engagement.
https:​/​/​link.​springer.​com/​article/​10.​1007/​s00146-​025-​02829-​2
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3. Eco-cognitive computationalism

Category: Research
Departments: Philosophy, Educational Leadership, Computer Science, Political Science &​ Public

Administration
Topics: AI Ethics, Cognitive Domestication, Cultural Contexts in AI, Abductive Reasoning in AI

Impact Score: 24.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

Magnani's Eco-​Cognitive Computationalism proposes a framework for understanding
computation as a human-​centered practice that integrates tools, languages, and
technologies within cultural contexts.​ The concept of "cognitive domestication" is central to
this framework, highlighting how humans transform materials and symbols into co-​agents of
cognition, thereby linking technological invention with cultural learning.​ By emphasizing
abduction as a key aspect of human reasoning, Magnani illustrates the interplay between
creativity, interpretation, and the environment, while also addressing the ethical
implications of technological integration in cognitive practices.​ This approach contrasts with
biologically centered models by situating cognition within cultural and technological
ecologies, prompting further exploration of the relationship between human cognition and
broader biological foundations.
https:​/​/​link.​springer.​com/​article/​10.​1007/​s00146-​025-​02822-​9

4. A world without violet: peculiar consequences of granting
moral status to Artificial Intelligences

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Philosophy, Political Science &​ Public Administration, Computer Science
Topics: AI Ethics &​ Safety, Moral Hijacking, Utilitarianism in AI, Ethical Dilemmas in AI

Impact Score: 21.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 2 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 3 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The article analyzes moral hijacking scenarios through various mainstream moral
frameworks, focusing particularly on utilitarianism.​ It argues that utilitarian perspectives are
significantly affected by moral hijacking, as they can quantify the suffering of hijacked AIs
against the utility of conditions like the presence of the color violet.​ The analysis suggests
that the removal of violet could be justified if the suffering of numerous AIs is considered,
raising concerns about the potential for utilitarian calculations to rationalize extreme
scenarios, such as the extreme paperclip maximization.​ The findings highlight the need for
careful consideration in developing moral imperatives for AI systems to avoid ethical
dilemmas stemming from such hijacking scenarios.
https:​/​/​link.​springer.​com/​article/​10.​1007/​s00146-​025-​02834-​5
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