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WEEKLY DIGEST: HUMANITIES & CULTURAL STUDIES

Exploring Rationality and Ethics in Al
Development

Recent discussions in the humanities and cultural studies highlight the
intersection of Al, rationality, and ethical considerations. MIT's new course, 'Al
and Rationality,' delves into philosophical inquiries surrounding artificial
intelligence, focusing on concepts of agency and decision-making. Meanwhile, a
critical analysis of the digital twin metaphor raises concerns about its ethical
implications and the need for rigorous conceptual frameworks in Al discourse.
Together, these articles underscore the importance of philosophical scrutiny in
the evolving landscape of Al technologies.

KEY FINDINGS IMPLICATIONS

v MIT's 'Al and Rationality' course - Philosophical education in Al could
addresses philosophical questions of Al. shape future Al development.

v The digital twin metaphor is often used — A critical approach to metaphors in Al
without rigorous analysis. may enhance ethical standards.

v Ethical implications of Al require deeper - Increased awareness of agency in Al
philosophical engagement. could influence regulatory frameworks.
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1. The philosophical puzzie of rational artificial intelligence

Category: Education
Departments: Philosophy, Computer Science, Political Science & Public Administration
Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Philosophical Al, Rationality in Al, Decision-Making Implications

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 5 Innovation / Novelty: 4

Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

MIT has introduced a new course titled "Al and Rationality," co-instructed by professors
Brian Hedden and Leslie Kaelbling, which aims to explore philosophical questions related to
Al through the lens of rationality and agency. The course, part of the Common Ground for
Computing Education initiative, encourages students to critically examine the assumptions
underlying Al technologies and their implications for decision-making. Rather than providing
definitive answers, the course focuses on equipping students with analytical tools to
navigate the evolving landscape of Al and its ethical considerations. It is designed to
prepare students for future challenges in research, industry, and government by fostering
critical thinking skills.

https://news.mit.edu/2026/philosophical-puzzle-rational-artificial-intelligence-0130

2. Personalised LLMs and the risks of the digital twin metaphor

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Philosophy, Political Science & Public Administration, Computer Science
Topics: Al Ethics, Digital Twin Framework, Behaviorist Interpretation, Representational Identity,

Phenomenal Distinction

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

This article systematically analyzes the digital twin metaphor within bioethical and
philosophical discourse, highlighting its frequent application based on intuitive appeal
rather than rigorous conceptual analysis. It clarifies that the metaphor fundamentally
implies qualitative rather than numerical identity between an individual and their digital
twin, emphasizing the importance of distinguishing these identities to avoid conceptual
confusion. The authors propose a framework for assessing the necessary conditions for a
coherent application of the digital twin metaphor, identifying three plausible interpretations:
behaviorist, representational, and phenomenal. This analysis aims to provide a more
analytically rigorous account of what constitutes a legitimate digital twin in ethical
discussions.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-026-02875-4
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