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WEEKLY DIGEST: HUMANITIES & CULTURAL STUDIES

Cultural Nuances Challenge Al's Ethical
Integration

This week, significant developments in the intersection of Al and cultural studies
emerged, highlighting the complexities of integrating ethical considerations into
Al technologies. Brian Hedden's appointment at MIT underscores the growing
recognition of the social and ethical responsibilities associated with computing.
Meanwhile, ongoing challenges in translation models reveal persistent cultural
biases that hinder effective communication. Additionally, debates around the
nature of artificial general intelligence (AGI) and the impact of Al on Hollywood
audiences reflect broader societal concerns about the role of Al in human
cognition and culture.

KEY FINDINGS IMPLICATIONS

v Brian Hedden appointed co-associate - Increased focus on ethical Al practices
dean for ethical computing at MIT. may reshape educational frameworks.

v Translation models struggle to convey - Cultural biases in Al could lead to
cultural nuances accurately. miscommunication and misunderstanding.
v Current LLMs may qualify as artificial — The entertainment industry may need to
general intelligence, per UC San Diego innovate to combat audience fatigue with
researchers. Al themes.
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1. Brian Hedden named co-associate dean of Social and Ethical

Responsibilities of Computing

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Computer Science, Philosophy, Political Science & Public Administration
Topics: Al Ethics & Safety, Ethical Decision-Making, Responsible Al Practices, Technology

Development Ethics

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

Brian Hedden, PhD, has been appointed co-associate dean of the Social and Ethical
Responsibilities of Computing (SERC) at MIT, effective January 16. Hedden, a professor in
the Department of Linguistics and Philosophy, will collaborate with co-associate dean Nikos
Trichakis to advance SERC's research and educational initiatives focused on ethical
challenges in computing and Al. His research addresses decision-making and ethical issues
related to Al, contributing to SERC's mission of fostering responsible practices in technology
development. Since its establishment in 2020, SERC has implemented various programs,
including the SERC Scholars Program and a seed grant initiative to support ethical
technology research.

https://news.mit.edu/2026/brian-hedden-named-co-associate-dean-serc-0204

2. Combatting Cultural Bias in the Translation of Al Models

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Communication, Chicano Studies, Languages & Linguistics
Topics: Natural Language Processing, Cultural Bias Mitigation, Translation Model Improvement,

Contextual Language Understanding

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

Recent developments in translation models by various providers highlight ongoing
challenges in accurately conveying cultural nuances. Despite advancements in technology,
these models often fall short in reflecting the complexities of language and cultural context.
The article emphasizes the need for further research and improvements to enhance the
effectiveness of translation systems in diverse cultural settings.

https://aibusiness.com/responsible-ai/combatting-cultural-bias-in-the-translation-of-ai-models
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3. Is artificial general intelligence already here? A new case

that today's LLMs meet key tests

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Philosophy
Topics: Large Language Models, Artificial General Intelligence, Intelligence Evaluation

Framework, Domain Competence Assessment

Impact Score: 24.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 4

Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

Researchers at the University of California San Diego argue that current large language
models (LLMs) should be considered as examples of artificial general intelligence (AGI),
based on their ability to perform across multiple domains with a level of competence
comparable to humans. In a recent commentary published in Nature, four faculty members
from diverse fields-philosophy, data science, linguistics, and cognitive science-engaged in
discussions that led to this conclusion, emphasizing that AGI does not require perfection or
superintelligence. They propose a framework for evaluating intelligence that includes
various tiers of performance, with LLMs already meeting the criteria for basic and expert
levels. The authors clarify that general intelligence encompasses flexible competence rather
than universal mastery or human-like cognition.

4. Why comparisons between Al and human intelligence miss
the point

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Philosophy, Political Science & Public Administration, Psychology
Topics: Al Ethics, Cultural Bias in Al, Social Understanding in Al, Collective Intelligence Models

Impact Score: 24.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 4

Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The article critiques the notion that artificial intelligence (Al) is on the verge of surpassing
human intelligence, arguing that such comparisons overlook the social, embodied, and
collective nature of human cognition. It emphasizes that human intelligence emerges from
collaborative processes, cultural transmission, and shared experiences, which Al systems
lack, as they operate in isolation without social understanding or moral reasoning.
Furthermore, the article highlights the limitations of Al's training data, noting that it
predominantly reflects a narrow segment of humanity, which may not capture the diversity
of human experience and cultural values. This calls for a reevaluation of how intelligence is
defined and measured, moving beyond individual cognitive benchmarks to encompass
richer, more contextual understandings.

https://techxplore.com/news/2026-02-comparisons-ai-human-intelligence.html
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5. Hollywood Is Losing Audiences to Al Fatigue

Category: Other
Departments: Communication, Art, Philosophy, Political Science & Public Administration
Topics: Consumer Al, Al in Film Production, Narrative Al Representation, Al Fatigue in Media

Impact Score: 15.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 2
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 2 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

The article critiques the current trend of artificial intelligence in Hollywood, highlighting a
decline in the novelty and quality of Al-themed films. It discusses several recent releases,
including "M3GAN" and "Mercy," noting that while the former was initially successful, its
sequel and other Al-centric films have underperformed both critically and commercially. The
piece argues that contemporary narratives often portray Al as ultimately benevolent,
contrasting with earlier, more cynical depictions of technology, and points to the
involvement of Al in projects like the Time Studios web series "On This Day...1776," which
has sparked debate regarding the role of Al in creative processes.

https://www.wired.com/story/hollywood-is-losing-audiences-to-ai-fatiqgue

Page 4


https://www.wired.com/story/hollywood-is-losing-audiences-to-ai-fatigue/

