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WEEKLY DIGEST:​ ARTS, MEDIA &​ PERFORMANCE

AI's Transformative Impact on Creative
Industries
This week, the intersection of AI and creativity continues to evolve, with
innovative approaches to data storytelling and the rise of AI-​generated music.​
Artists are exploring new formats that enhance engagement, while generative
models empower non-​experts to create art.​ Meanwhile, AI music generator Suno
has achieved remarkable growth, raising questions about the future of music
creation and copyright.​ The ongoing debate surrounding AI's role in artistic
autonomy and ownership remains a focal point in the industry.

KEY FINDINGS

✓ Innovative data storytelling formats are
emerging, moving beyond traditional
dashboards.

✓ AI music generator Suno has reached 2
million paid subscribers and $300 million in
annual recurring revenue.

✓ The debate over AI's creative autonomy
and copyright issues continues, as seen in
the case of Mondrian's works.

IMPLICATIONS

→ The rise of AI in creative fields may
democratize art creation, allowing more
individuals to participate.

→ As AI-generated content becomes
mainstream, traditional copyright
frameworks may need to adapt.

→ The success of AI music platforms could
reshape the music industry, influencing
how artists and producers collaborate.

Key Metrics: 2 million paid subscribers for Suno.​; $300 million in annual recurring
revenue for Suno.​; Mondrian's *Composition II with Red, Blue, and Yellow* enters the
public domain in 2026.
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1. The Future of Data Storytelling Formats: Beyond
Dashboards

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Engineering Education &​ Leadership, Communication
Topics: Generative AI, Interactive Narratives, Immersive Environments, Alternative Sensory

Techniques

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 3

The article explores innovative approaches to data storytelling by integrating interactive
narratives, immersive environments, and alternative sensory techniques.​ It aims to enhance
the engagement and comprehension of data through these methods, moving beyond
traditional visualizations.​ The findings suggest that these new modalities can significantly
improve audience interaction and understanding of complex data sets.​ The research
highlights the potential for these techniques to transform how data is communicated in
various fields.
https:​/​/​www.​kdnuggets.​com/​the-​future-​of-​data-​storytelling-​formats-​beyond-​dashboards

2. Mural painting and (ir)reproducibility in the age of AI

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Art, Computer Science, Philosophy, Communication
Topics: Generative AI, Computational Creativity, AI Authorship Issues, Cultural Production

Impact

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 3
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The article discusses the evolving role of AI in art creation, highlighting the capabilities of
generative models like DALL-​E and Stable Diffusion that enable non-​experts to produce
images quickly.​ It presents divergent views on AI's creative autonomy, with some scholars
arguing for a form of computational creativity that transcends human control, while others
maintain that AI remains a tool dependent on human intent.​ The discourse also addresses
critical issues such as authorship, originality, and the implications of AI's influence on
cultural production.​ Ultimately, the article emphasizes that the essence of art is rooted in
human vision and context, which AI cannot replicate independently.
https:​/​/​link.​springer.​com/​article/​10.​1007/​s00146-​026-​02916-​y
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3. Machine Biography as Digital Human Twin: artistic
explorations of predictive identity in the age of behavioural
data

Category: Other
Departments: Art, Computer Science, Philosophy, Political Science &​ Public Administration
Topics: Generative AI, Digital Human Twin, Behavioral Data Analysis, Surveillance Implications

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 4

Machine Biography (Díaz and Boj 2022) is a conceptual continuation of their earlier work,
Data Biography (Boj and Díaz 2017), exploring personal identity through behavioral data.​
The artists utilized a surveillance app, mSpy, on their smartphones in 2017 to generate a
dataset reflecting their digital interactions, which was then transformed into an art
installation comprising 365 printed volumes, each representing a day of the year.​ In
contrast, Machine Biography predicts a speculative future for the year 2050, using the
original dataset to create a similar installation of 365 books, symbolically addressing critical
issues such as climate change and sustainability.​ This work reflects a temporal inversion,
where past behaviors are reimagined as future projections, emphasizing the implications of
surveillance and data in shaping identity and societal narratives.
https:​/​/​link.​springer.​com/​article/​10.​1007/​s00146-​026-​02911-​3

4. AI song generator startups Suno and Udio angered the
music industry. Now they're hoping to join it

Category: Applications
Departments: Music, Computer Science, Creative Writing
Topics: Generative AI, AI Music Composition, Collaborative Creativity, AI in Music Industry

Impact Score: 23.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 3 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 3

Suno, an artificial intelligence company led by CEO Mikey Shulman, is actively developing
AI-​generated music.​ A research scientist at the company is currently working on a new
song, focusing on refining elements such as the flute line and percussion.​ This initiative
highlights the application of AI in music composition and the collaborative process between
technology and human creativity.
https:​/​/​techxplore.​com/​news/​2026-​02-​ai-​song-​generator-​startups-​suno.​html
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5. AI music generator Suno hits 2M paid subscribers and
$300M in annual recurring revenue

Category: Business
Departments: Music, Computer Science, Philosophy
Topics: Generative AI, Natural Language Music Generation, Copyright Infringement in AI, AI

Music Licensing, Commercial Success in AI Music

Impact Score: 21.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 2 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 5 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 3 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 4

Suno, an AI music generator, has reached 2 million paid subscribers and $300 million in
annual recurring revenue, reflecting significant growth since its last reported revenue of
$200 million just three months prior.​ The platform allows users to create music through
natural language prompts, raising concerns over copyright infringement due to its training
on existing music.​ While some legal disputes have arisen, including a recent settlement with
Warner Music Group that permits the use of licensed music, notable artists have expressed
opposition to AI's role in music creation.​ The technology has enabled users, such as Telisha
Jones, to achieve commercial success, exemplifying its impact on the music industry.
https:​/​/​techcrunch.​com/​2026/​02/​27/​ai-​music-​generat​or-​suno-​hits-​2-​million-​paid-​subscribers-​and-​300m
-​in​-​annual-​recurring-​revenue/

6. Mondrian Entered the Public Domain. The Estate Disagrees

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Art, Philosophy, Political Science &​ Public Administration
Topics: AI Policy &​ Regulation, Copyright Law Analysis, International Copyright Issues, Legal

Interpretation of Copyright

Impact Score: 13.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 1 Educational Value:​ 2 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 1
Practical Impact:​ 2 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 3 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 4

The Mondrian/​Holtzman Trust asserts that Piet Mondrian's 1930 painting, *Composition II
with Red, Blue, and Yellow*, remains under copyright protection in the U.​S.​ despite its
impending entry into the public domain on January 1, 2026.​ The Trust's argument relies on
the Uruguay Round Agreements Act (URAA), which restored U.​S.​ copyright for certain
foreign works, claiming a "dual copyright" status that is not recognized under U.​S.​ law.​ Legal
analysis indicates that the Trust's interpretation conflates different copyright categories, as
Mondrian's works would have entered the public domain in 2015 under the life-​plus-​70 rule.​
The Trust also references Spanish law to bolster its claims, further complicating the legal
landscape surrounding the painting's copyright status.
https:​/​/​copyrightlately.​com/​mondrian-​public-​domain-​controversy/
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7. Michael Caine's voice is iconic: Why would he sell that to AI?

Category: Other
Departments: Communication, Philosophy, Sociology &​ Anthropology
Topics: Consumer AI, Voice Imitation, Cultural Representation, Self-​Imitation Phenomenon

Impact Score: 11.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 1 Educational Value:​ 2 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 1
Practical Impact:​ 2 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 3 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 2

The article discusses the frequent imitation of actor Michael Caine, noting that his
distinctive voice has become a cultural reference point in various contexts, including
birthday card greetings and comedy sketches.​ It highlights the extent to which Caine's voice
is associated with a specific representation of British identity.​ The piece underscores the
phenomenon of self-​imitation, as Caine himself has parodied his own voice.
https:​/​/​techxplore.​com/​news/​2026-​02-​michael-​caine-​voice-​iconic-​ai.​html
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