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WEEKLY DIGEST:​ EDUCATION &​ LEADERSHIP

Interdisciplinary Approaches Shape AI
Ethics and Education
Recent discussions in AI education and ethics highlight the necessity for
interdisciplinary collaboration to address complex governance issues.​ Articles
emphasize the importance of integrating diverse perspectives, particularly from
the Global South, to create a more equitable AI landscape.​ Furthermore,
innovative educational frameworks are emerging, such as The Mastery Flip, which
combines flipped learning with AI capabilities.​ As generative AI continues to
influence academic disciplines, the need for informed decision-​making and ethical
considerations becomes increasingly critical.

KEY FINDINGS

✓ Interdisciplinary dialogue is essential for
effective AI governance.

✓ Generative AI is reshaping the perceived
value of academic disciplines.

✓ A decolonial approach to AI ethics is
necessary to address power imbalances.

IMPLICATIONS

→ Educational institutions may need to
revise curricula to incorporate
interdisciplinary perspectives.

→ There could be a shift in how academic
success is measured, moving beyond
traditional assessments.

→ The demand for transparency and
accountability in AI development may
increase, influencing industry standards.
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1. Let's talk AI: interdisciplinarity is a must

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Political Science &​ Public Administration, Computer Science, Engineering Education &​

Leadership, Sociology &​ Anthropology
Topics: AI Policy &​ Regulation, Trust-​Use Mismatch, Interdisciplinary Dialogue, Semantic

Barriers, Explainability in AI

Impact Score: 27.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 5 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The volume "Let's Talk AI:​ Interdisciplinarity Is a Must" by Steffen et al.​ (2026) addresses the
complexities of AI governance, emphasizing the need for interdisciplinary dialogue rather
than merely proposing normative principles.​ It utilizes a semi-​structured interview protocol
with researchers and practitioners to reveal the frictions and disagreements inherent in
governance discussions, particularly around concepts like trust and explainability.​ A key
finding is the "trust-​use mismatch," where respondents express distrust in AI while
frequently using it, suggesting that reliance is often driven by structural factors rather than
individual choice.​ The book highlights "semantic barriers" as a significant issue in
interdisciplinary discussions, where differing interpretations of governance terms can hinder
effective communication and resolution.
https:​/​/​link.​springer.​com/​article/​10.​1007/​s00146-​026-​02937-​7

2. DHNow Newsletter, February 25, 2026

Category: Education
Departments: Computer Science, History, Educational Leadership, Political Science &​ Public

Administration
Topics: Generative AI, Data Visualization Techniques, Oral History Projects, Natural Language

Processing

Impact Score: 27.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

This issue, curated by Colleen Nugent McLean and Zhihui Zou, includes three notable
articles.​ The first discusses how generative AI has altered the perceived value of various
academic disciplines.​ The second emphasizes the necessity of informed decision-​making in
the creation of data visualizations.​ The third article presents an oral history project aimed at
showcasing Black physicists to challenge the prevailing narrative of racial homogeneity in
the sciences.​ Additionally, the issue features job announcements, conference listings, and a
report on natural language processing (NLP).
https:​/​/​digitalhumanitiesnow.​org/​2026/​02/​dhnow-​newsletter-​february-​25-​2026/
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3. AI ethics through a decolonial lens: what does AI ethics look
like if we take seriously the push to decolonise it?

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Political Science &​ Public Administration, Sociology &​ Anthropology, Computer Science,

Educational Leadership
Topics: AI Ethics, Decolonial AI Framework, Indigenous Knowledge Integration, Global South

Perspectives

Impact Score: 26.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 5 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 3 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The article discusses the need for a decolonial approach to AI ethics, emphasizing the
importance of integrating perspectives from the Global South to address existing power
imbalances in knowledge production and application.​ It critiques the dominance of
Western-​centric ethical standards in AI, which often overlook the unique needs and
experiences of Global South communities.​ The authors argue that current AI systems
perpetuate coloniality by prioritizing Eurocentric values and knowledge, thereby reinforcing
systemic inequalities.​ They advocate for a pluriversal framework that recognizes and
legitimizes Indigenous knowledges and local expertise in the development and
implementation of AI technologies.
https:​/​/​link.​springer.​com/​article/​10.​1007/​s00146-​026-​02935-​9

4. AI may boost productivity-but it can hurt a creator's
reputation, new research finds

Category: Research
Departments: Marketing, Management &​ Supply Chain, Computer Science, Educational Leadership,

Psychology
Topics: AI Ethics, Generative AI Disclosure, Creator Reputation Impact, Audience Perception of

AI

Impact Score: 26.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 5 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 5 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 3 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

Research from Florida International University's College of Business, published in the
Academy of Management Discoveries, examines the impact of AI disclosure on creative
work.​ The study finds that creators who reveal their use of generative AI receive negative
judgments from audiences, irrespective of their prior reputation.​ This suggests that the
process of creation, particularly the involvement of AI, significantly influences perceptions of
creative output.
https:​/​/​techxplore.​com/​news/​2026-​02-​ai-​boost-​productivity-​creator-​reputation.​html
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5. The Future of Data Storytelling Formats: Beyond
Dashboards

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Engineering Education &​ Leadership, Communication
Topics: Generative AI, Interactive Narratives, Immersive Environments, Alternative Sensory

Techniques

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 5 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 3

The article explores innovative approaches to data storytelling by integrating interactive
narratives, immersive environments, and alternative sensory techniques.​ It aims to enhance
the engagement and comprehension of data through these methods, moving beyond
traditional visualizations.​ The findings suggest that these new modalities can significantly
improve audience interaction and understanding of complex data sets.​ The research
highlights the potential for these techniques to transform how data is communicated in
various fields.
https:​/​/​www.​kdnuggets.​com/​the-​future-​of-​data-​storytelling-​formats-​beyond-​dashboards

6. Don't panic: 'Humanity's last exam' has begun

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Educational Leadership, Engineering Education &​ Leadership
Topics: AI Policy &​ Regulation, Assessment Frameworks, Benchmark Development,

Performance Differentiation

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 5 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 3 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 4

Researchers have identified that traditional academic assessments, such as the Massive
Multitask Language Understanding (MMLU) exam, are no longer adequately challenging for
advanced artificial intelligence systems, which have begun to excel in these evaluations.​
This realization highlights a need for the development of more rigorous testing frameworks
to effectively assess the capabilities of AI.​ The findings suggest that existing benchmarks
may not sufficiently differentiate between varying levels of AI performance.
https:​/​/​techxplore.​com/​news/​2026-​02-​dont-​panic-​humanity-​exam-​begun.​html
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7. HEART benchmark assesses ability of LLMs and humans to
offer emotional support

Category: Applications
Departments: Psychology, Social Work, Educational Leadership
Topics: Large Language Models, Emotional Support Applications, User Interaction Trends,

Human-​AI Collaboration

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 3 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 5 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

Large language models (LLMs) are increasingly utilized by a global user base for various
applications, including information retrieval and text generation.​ Recent observations
indicate a shift in user interaction, with individuals beginning to engage LLMs for assistance
with personal issues and concerns.​ This trend highlights the evolving role of LLMs in
providing not only factual information but also emotional support.
https:​/​/​techxplore.​com/​news/​2026-​02-​heart-​benchmark-​ability-​llms-​humans.​html

8. Robby Robson

Category: Education
Departments: Educational Leadership, Computer Science, Engineering Education &​ Leadership
Topics: AI in Education, Competency-​Based Training, Learning Technology Standards,

Web-​Based Learning Systems

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 5 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 5 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 3

Robby, a mathematician with a background in real algebraic geometry and computational
number theory, transitioned to learning technology after co-​creating an early online learning
system in the mid-​1990s.​ He co-​founded Eduworks Corporation in 2001, where he led the
integration of machine learning and AI into online learning processes and developed
competency-​based training technologies.​ His contributions to standards development in
web-​based learning systems include significant roles in the IEEE Computer Society Learning
Technology Standards Committee and the creation of the Sharable Content Object
Reference Model (SCORM).​ Robby holds a doctorate from Stanford University, has numerous
patents related to AI and learning technology, and has published extensively in these fields.
https:​/​/​wpcms.​computer.​org/​profiles/​robby-​robson
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9. Flipped Classroom Pioneer Offers New AI Framework

Category: Education
Departments: Educational Leadership, Engineering Education &​ Leadership
Topics: Education AI, AI Tutors, Innovative Assessment Methods, Flipped Learning Integration

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 4 Educational Value:​ 5 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 5
Practical Impact:​ 4 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 3 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 4

Jon Bergmann has introduced a new educational framework called The Mastery Flip, which
integrates flipped learning and mastery learning with the capabilities of artificial intelligence
(AI).​ The framework consists of three pillars:​ AI Engines, which advocate for
teacher-​controlled AI tutors to enhance independent learning; Analog Roots, emphasizing
reduced digital reliance during class to foster cognitive engagement; and Human Checks,
which call for innovative assessment methods that ensure student understanding rather
than reliance on AI-​generated work.​ Bergmann's approach aims to leverage AI's potential
while addressing its challenges in educational settings.
https:​/​/​www.​techlearning.​com/​technology/​ai/​flipped-​classroom-​pioneer-​offers-​new-​ai-​framework

10. Nutrition Labels Transformed Food. It's Time for
Environmental Labels to Transform AI.

Category: Policy &​ Ethics
Departments: Computer Science, Educational Leadership, Political Science &​ Public Administration
Topics: AI Ethics &​ Safety, AI Environmental Label, Sustainable AI Practices, Accountability in AI

Impact Score: 25.​0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance:​ 3 Educational Value:​ 4 Innovation /​ Novelty:​ 4
Practical Impact:​ 5 Interdisciplinary Potential:​ 4 Ethical /​ Policy Implications:​ 5

The article discusses the intersection of AI and sustainability, arguing against the notion of
abstaining from AI use due to its environmental impact.​ Instead, it advocates for demanding
accountability and transparency from the AI industry, similar to how society has addressed
environmental issues in other sectors.​ The author suggests that educational initiatives can
empower students to understand AI's environmental implications and design an "AI
Environmental Label" to promote responsible practices.​ This approach aims to encourage
companies to pair AI innovation with sustainable practices rather than opting out of AI
altogether.
https:​/​/​www.​techlearning.​com/​technology/​ai/​nutrition​-​labels-​transformed-​food-​its-​time-​for-​environmen
tal-​​labels-​to-​transform-​ai
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