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WEEKLY DIGEST: HUMANITIES & CULTURAL STUDIES

Generative Al Redefines Creative and
Academic Landscapes

Recent discussions highlight the transformative impact of generative Al across
various fields, particularly in the humanities and cultural studies. The rise of Al
tools like DALL-E and Stable Diffusion is democratizing art creation, allowing
non-experts to engage in creative processes. Concurrently, Al music generators
such as Suno are reshaping the music industry, achieving significant subscriber
growth and revenue. These developments raise essential questions about
identity, creativity, and the ethical implications of Al's role in cultural production.

KEY FINDINGS

v Generative Al tools are enabling
non-experts to create art rapidly.

v Suno, an Al music generator, has
reached 2 million paid subscribers.

v The Journal of Cultural Analytics has
transitioned to open access under
Princeton's CDH.

IMPLICATIONS

- The democratization of art and music
creation may challenge traditional notions
of authorship.

- Increased collaboration between
humanities and computer science could
lead to innovative research methodologies.

— Ethical frameworks for Al identity and
creativity will be crucial as Al becomes
more integrated into cultural practices.

Key Metrics: Suno's annual recurring revenue reached $300 million.; Suno gained 2
million paid subscribers.; The Journal of Cultural Analytics is now part of the Open

Journals Collective.
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1. DHNow Newsletter, February 25, 2026

Category: Education

Departments: Computer Science, History, Educational Leadership, Political Science & Public
Administration

Topics: Generative Al, Data Visualization Techniques, Oral History Projects, Natural Language
Processing

Impact Score: 27.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 5
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

This issue, curated by Colleen Nugent McLean and Zhihui Zou, includes three notable
articles. The first discusses how generative Al has altered the perceived value of various
academic disciplines. The second emphasizes the necessity of informed decision-making in
the creation of data visualizations. The third article presents an oral history project aimed at
showcasing Black physicists to challenge the prevailing narrative of racial homogeneity in
the sciences. Additionally, the issue features job announcements, conference listings, and a
report on natural language processing (NLP).

https://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/2026/02/dhnow-newsletter-february-25-2026/

2. Mural painting and (ir)reproducibility in the age of Al

Category: Policy & Ethics

Departments: Art, Computer Science, Philosophy, Communication

Topics: Generative Al, Computational Creativity, Al Authorship Issues, Cultural Production
Impact

Impact Score: 25.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The article discusses the evolving role of Al in art creation, highlighting the capabilities of
generative models like DALL-E and Stable Diffusion that enable non-experts to produce
images quickly. It presents divergent views on Al's creative autonomy, with some scholars
arguing for a form of computational creativity that transcends human control, while others
maintain that Al remains a tool dependent on human intent. The discourse also addresses
critical issues such as authorship, originality, and the implications of Al's influence on
cultural production. Ultimately, the article emphasizes that the essence of art is rooted in
human vision and context, which Al cannot replicate independently.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-026-02916-y
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3. Machine Biography as Digital Human Twin: artistic

explorations of predictive identity in the age of behavioural
data

Category: Other
Departments: Art, Computer Science, Philosophy, Political Science & Public Administration
Topics: Generative Al, Digital Human Twin, Behavioral Data Analysis, Surveillance Implications

Impact Score: 25.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 5
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

Machine Biography (Diaz and Boj 2022) is a conceptual continuation of their earlier work,
Data Biography (Boj and Diaz 2017), exploring personal identity through behavioral data.
The artists utilized a surveillance app, mSpy, on their smartphones in 2017 to generate a
dataset reflecting their digital interactions, which was then transformed into an art
installation comprising 365 printed volumes, each representing a day of the year. In
contrast, Machine Biography predicts a speculative future for the year 2050, using the
original dataset to create a similar installation of 365 books, symbolically addressing critical
issues such as climate change and sustainability. This work reflects a temporal inversion,
where past behaviors are reimagined as future projections, emphasizing the implications of
surveillance and data in shaping identity and societal narratives.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-026-02911-3

4. Al song generator startups Suno and Udio angered the

music industry. Now they're hoping to join it

Category: Applications
Departments: Music, Computer Science, Creative Writing
Topics: Generative Al, Al Music Composition, Collaborative Creativity, Al in Music Industry

Impact Score: 23.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 3 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

Suno, an artificial intelligence company led by CEO Mikey Shulman, is actively developing
Al-generated music. A research scientist at the company is currently working on a new
song, focusing on refining elements such as the flute line and percussion. This initiative
highlights the application of Al in music composition and the collaborative process between
technology and human creativity.

https://techxplore.com/news/2026-02-ai-song-generator-startups-suno.html
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5. Report: Hundzula NLP and Linguistics Retreat 2026

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Chicano Studies, Languages & Linguistics, Educational Leadership
Topics: Natural Language Processing, Multidisciplinary Collaboration, Southern African

Language Development, Digital Humanities Integration

Impact Score: 23.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 4 Innovation / Novelty: 3

Practical Impact: 4 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 3

The 5th Hundzula NLP and Linguistics Retreat, held from February 3-7, 2026, at North-West
University's Mahikeng Campus in South Africa, focused on fostering collaboration between
humanities and computer science researchers. Participants from various Southern African
countries engaged in sharing research, promoting multidisciplinary projects, and addressing
common challenges in the fields of natural language processing (NLP) and digital
humanities. The retreat emphasized open discussions aimed at enhancing the development
of southern African languages within these domains.

https://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/2026/02/report-hundzula-nlp-and-linquistics-retreat-2026

6. Al music generator Suno hits 2M paid subscribers and
$300M in annual recurring revenue

Category: Business
Departments: Music, Computer Science, Philosophy
Topics: Generative Al, Natural Language Music Generation, Copyright Infringement in Al, Al

Music Licensing, Commercial Success in Al Music

Impact Score: 21.0
Rubric Scores
Research Relevance: 2 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4

Practical Impact: 5 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

Suno, an Al music generator, has reached 2 million paid subscribers and $300 million in
annual recurring revenue, reflecting significant growth since its last reported revenue of
$200 million just three months prior. The platform allows users to create music through
natural language prompts, raising concerns over copyright infringement due to its training
on existing music. While some legal disputes have arisen, including a recent settlement with
Warner Music Group that permits the use of licensed music, notable artists have expressed
opposition to Al's role in music creation. The technology has enabled users, such as Telisha
Jones, to achieve commercial success, exemplifying its impact on the music industry.

https://techcrunch.com/2026/02/27/ai-music-generator-suno-hits-2-million-paid-subscribers-and-300m

-in-annual-recurring-revenue/
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7. Report: Journal of Cultural Analytics Enters New Chapter

with CDH, Joins Open Journals Collective

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Educational Leadership, Philosophy, Sociology & Anthropology
Topics: Cultural Analytics, Computational Methods, Digital Humanities, Al in Cultural Studies

Impact Score: 21.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 5 Ethical / Policy Implications: 2

In January 2026, Princeton University's Center for Digital Humanities (CDH) assumed the
role of publisher for the Journal of Cultural Analytics (JCA), which focuses on computational
methods in cultural studies. The CDH has outlined a vision to enhance cultural analytics
scholarship in response to evolving technological landscapes. Additionally, a new website
has been launched to support these initiatives, with backing from Schmidt Sciences'
Humanities and Al Virtual Institute (HAVI).

https://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/2026/02/journal-of-cultural-analytics-enters-new-chapter-with-cdh-joi

ns-open-journals-collective/

8. Recursive identity and ethical recognition in humans,

robots, and Al

Category: Research
Departments: Computer Science, Philosophy, Political Science & Public Administration
Topics: Al Ethics, Identity Frameworks, Recursive Processes, Temporal Coherence

Impact Score: 20.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 4 Educational Value: 3 Innovation / Novelty: 4
Practical Impact: 2 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

The article presents a framework for understanding identity in artificial systems, particularly
large language models (LLMs), as a structural achievement rather than a metaphysical
property. It argues that identity arises from recursive processes that integrate past states
into current behavior, distinguishing between phenomenal selfhood, functional selfhood,
and structural selfhood. This perspective emphasizes that LLMs maintain coherence through
iterative contextual integration rather than through subjective experience, highlighting the
importance of architectural configuration in defining identity. The analysis aims to clarify
how various systems, both biological and artificial, organize temporal coherence without
attributing consciousness or interiority to machines.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00146-026-02943-9
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9. Editors' Choice: Stories from Black Physicists in Our

Collections

Category: Research

Departments: Physics, History, Sociology & Anthropology, Political Science & Public Administration

Topics: Science & Research, Diversity in STEM, Oral History Documentation, Inclusivity in
Science

Impact Score: 17.0
Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 2 Innovation / Novelty: 2
Practical Impact: 3 Interdisciplinary Potential: 4 Ethical / Policy Implications: 5

The American Institute of Physics has initiated a project to collect oral history interviews
from Black and African American physicists, aiming to address the historical
underrepresentation of minority narratives in the field of physics. This initiative seeks to
document the experiences and contributions of these scientists, emphasizing the
importance of diverse perspectives in the production of scientific knowledge. By preserving
these stories, the project aims to enrich the historical record and provide a valuable
resource for future researchers focused on inclusivity in scientific institutions.

https://digitalhumanitiesnow.org/2026/02/stories-from-black-physicists-in-our-collections-part-three

10. Mondrian Entered the Public Domain. The Estate Disagrees

Category: Policy & Ethics
Departments: Art, Philosophy, Political Science & Public Administration
Topics: Al Policy & Regulation, Copyright Law Analysis, International Copyright Issues, Legal

Interpretation of Copyright

Impact Score: 13.0

Rubric Scores

Research Relevance: 1 Educational Value: 2 Innovation / Novelty: 1
Practical Impact: 2 Interdisciplinary Potential: 3 Ethical / Policy Implications: 4

The Mondrian/Holtzman Trust asserts that Piet Mondrian's 1930 painting, *Composition II
with Red, Blue, and Yellow*, remains under copyright protection in the U.S. despite its
impending entry into the public domain on January 1, 2026. The Trust's argument relies on
the Uruguay Round Agreements Act (URAA), which restored U.S. copyright for certain
foreign works, claiming a "dual copyright" status that is not recognized under U.S. law. Legal
analysis indicates that the Trust's interpretation conflates different copyright categories, as
Mondrian's works would have entered the public domain in 2015 under the life-plus-70 rule.
The Trust also references Spanish law to bolster its claims, further complicating the legal
landscape surrounding the painting's copyright status.

https://copyrightlately.com/mondrian-public-domain-controversy/
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